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March  22nd,  1928 


Failure  of  Companies  to  Submit 
Revised  Offer  for  A.  and  G.W. 

Is  Cause  of  Further  Delay 

Premier  Brownlee  Presents  Statement  on  Railway  Situation  on  Eve  of  Prorogation 
McGillivray's  Two  Million  Dollar  Joke — Labor  and  Liberal  Leaders'  Views 

STAFF  CORRESPONDENCE 


EDMONTON,  March  21.— Late  on 
Tuesday  night  the  Premier  made  his 
promised  statement  on  the  railways, 
and  the  discussion  on  this  important 
subject  was  continued  today  (Wednes- 
day). 

Reading  from  the  correspondence  tabl- 
ed last  week  to  bring  the  incidents  back 
to  memory,  Mr.  Brownlee  said  that  after 
the  decision  of  the  Assembly  he  wired 
to  the  two  Railway  presidents  pointing 
out  the  necessity  of  disposing  of  the  A. 
&  G.W.  as  well.  No  answer  having  been 
received,  he  wired  Sir  Henry  Thornton 
pointing  out  that  the  session  was  near 
a  close  and  an  offer  would  be  acceptable. 
Still  there  had  been  no  reply,  and  the 
Premier  on  Monday  night  made"  a  last 
endeavor,  and  wired  Sir  Henry  pointing 
out  that  the  session  would  close  Tuesday 
or  Wednesday.  Late  Tuesday  afternoon 
the  reply  came.   It  was  as  follows: 

Montreal,  March  20 
Hon.  J.  E.  Brownlee, 
Edmonton. 

It  will  be  impossible  to  make  yon 
revised  offer  for  Alberta  &  Great  Water- 
ways before  the  adjournment  of  your 
house,  which  I  profoundly  regret. 
However,  you  may  rest  assured  of  our 
desire  to  deal  with  the  matter  in  a 
generous  spirit.  I  trust  your  Legisla- 
ture will  feel  that  the  offer  made  for 
the  E.D.  &  B.C.  i3  sufficiently  satis- 
factory to  justify  acceptance. 

H.  W.  THORNTON. 

Before  making  his  statement  as  to  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  the  Premier 
said  the  effect  of  the  joint  offer  for  the 
E.D.  and  B.C.  meant  that  the  companies 
would  take  over  the  Province's  indirect 
liabilities  amounting  to  $9,420,000.  The 
interest  charges  on  this  amount  would 
be  completely  assumed  by  the  railways, 
amounting  to  an  annual  charge  of  $388,- 
900.  This  sum  had  been  capitalized 
annually  by  the  Government,  so  that  the 
annual  capitalization  would  be  saved 
to  that  amount. 

REDUCTION  OF  ANNUAL 
CHANGES  $464,233 

In  addition  to  that  the  sum  of  $8,000,- 
000  would  be  paid  by  the  railway  for 
the  capital  stock,  thus  reducing  the 
capital  debt.  The  annual  budget  would 
be  reduced  to  the  extent  of  the  interest 
on  the  $8,000,000,  a  sum  approximat- 
ing $360,000.  This  meant  a  total  re- 
duction in  interest  charges  to  the  extent 
of  $738,900,  but  against  that  there  would 
be  the  operating  surplus  of  the  E.D.  and 
B.C.  which  had  last  year  been  $273,667. 
By  way  of  aside  the  Premier  mentioned 
that  tne  statement  had  been  passed  on 
by  the  hoard  of  Railway  Commissioners, 
and  the  amounts  in  I  ded  jor  rcconli.ion- 
ing  had  been  passed  as  legitimate;  there- 
fore the  surplus  was  real).  The  deduction 
of  the  operating  surplus  from  the  gross 
saving  oi  $738,900  left  a  net  saving  of 
$464,233  in  the  annual  charges. 

Coming  to  the  statement  of  policy  and 
the  recommendation  of  the  Government 
to  the  Assembly,  the  Premier  stated  that 
irrespective  of  their  views  on  the  joint 


offer,  the  Government  did  not  feel  justified 
in  either  accepting  or  rejecting  it  until 
a  better  settlement  could  be  secured  with 
regard  to  the  A.  &  G.  W .  They  had  sold 
the  L.  &  N.W.,  and  if  they  sold  the  E.D. 
and  B.C.  and  Central  Canada  they 
would  be  left  with  one  railway  and  have 
to  keep  a  Railway  Department — a  situa- 
tion which  they  were  anxious  to  avoid. 

The  Premier  suggested  with  all  due 
respect  to  the  Assembly  that  they  do  not 
press  for  information  which  might  en- 
danger the  position  of  the  Government. 
No  large  company  would  be  forced  to 
expose  their  hands  to  the  entire  world. 
He  proposed  to  take  the  matter  up  at 
Ottawa  immediately  after  the  Assembly 
prorogued,  and  there  were  several  things 
which  it  was  his  intention  to  press  for; 
if  an  offer  which  was  sufficiently  meri- 
torious were  put  before  them,  they  would 
complete  an  agreement,  return  and  call 
the  Assembly  together  to  discuss  the 
situation. 

If  they  were  to  make  any  headway  it 
was  hardly  fair  to  ask  the  Government 
to  disclose  their  purposes  further. 

The  Assembly  adjourned  immediately 
thereafter. 

McGILLIVRAY  PROTESTS  HE 
HAS  BEEN  CONSISTENT 

Speaking  on  the  railway  situation 
(Wednesday  morning),  A.  A.  McGillivray 
stated  the  position  taken  by  the  Con- 
servatives, two  years  ago.  He  claimed 
this  had  been  consistently  adhered  to. 
At  last  session  they  had  advised  that  the 
roads  be  not  leased,  as  the  offer  was  not 
sufficiently  attractive.  They  held  then 
that  they  should  sell  rather  than  lease. 
He  had  prophesied  that  both  railways 
would  be  found  anxious  to  buy.  He  had 
been  jeered  at  for  that,  but  he  claimed 
that  time  had  vindicated  his  attitude. 

At  this  session  he  had  urged  neither 
acceptance  nor  rejection,  but  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  commission  to  value  the  roads, 
and  the  holding  of  a  special  session.  The 
Government  had  swallowed  his  advice 
"hook,  line  and  sinker." 

Joseph  T.  Shaw,  (Lib.),  Bow  Valley, 
expressed  himself  as  in  agreement  with 
the  plea  of  the  Premier  that  no  embarrass- 
ment should  be  caused  the  Government. 
He  wanted  to  see  the  best  bargain  in 
the  interests  of  the  Province,  but  all 
things  being  equal  he  favored  the  C.N.R. 

D.  M.  Duggan,  (Cons.),  Edmonton, 
would  ask  one  question  when  the  final 
proposition  was  laid  before  them,  and 
that  was:  Had  the  Government  ex- 
hausted every  effort  to  induce  the  C.N.R. 
to  purchase  the  road?  He  had  never 
subscribed  to  the  view  that  the  joint 
offer  could  in  any  way  be  advantageous 
to  the  north. 

PROVINCE  CARRIED 
THE  LEAN  TEARS 

Fred  J.  White  (Lab.),  Calgary,  was 
not  dogmatic  in  the  view  that  these  lines 
should  be  sold.  He  felt  that  the  Pro- 
vince had  been  called  on  to  carry  them 
throughout  the  lean  years  and  now  that 
the  trend  was  upward  he  did  not  look 
with  too  much  favor  on  the  move  of  the 


railways  to  obtain  possession.  He  sub- 
scribed to  the  calling  of  a  special  session, 
and  also  to  the  contention  that  the 
territory  was  really  C.N.R.  He  hoped 
the  negotiations  would  be  advantageous 
to  the  Province  and  the  lo3S  not  too 
great.  //  any  loss  were  assessable  it 
should  really  be  borne  by  the  Government 
of  Canada. 

R.  H.  Parkyn,  (Lab.),  Calgary,  laugh- 
ingly wondered,  in  the  words  of  the 
poet,  "how  one  small  head  could  carry 
all  he  knew,"  when  he  analyzed  the 
statement  of  the  Conservative  leader. 

NO  NEED  FOR 
TOO  GREAT  HURRY 

Hugh  Allen,  (U.F.A.),  Peace  River, 
pointed  out  that  the  road  had  been 
successful  last  year.  The  crop  was  not 
all  out  yet,  and  1928  would  reap  the 
benefit  of  last  year's  crop  even  more 
than  last  year  did.  He  showed  the 
traffic  increases  in  the  three  months  of 
the  year  compared  with  same  period 
formerly.  Traffic  had  tripled  in  three 
months  and  doubled  in  six  months. 
There  was  no  need  for  too  great  hurry. 

C.  L.  Gibbs,  (Lab.),  Edmonton,  thought 
that  the  remark  of  the  Conservative 
leader  regarding  the  government  swallow- 
his  advice  "hook,  line  and  sinker,"  was 
used  advisedly.  The  last  word  "sinker" 
showed  that  the  wish  had  been  father 
to  the  thought. 

WHAT  SINISTER 
MOTIVE?  ASKS  GIBBS 

The  member  was  emphatic  in  the 
assertion  that  not  only  the  people  of 
Alberta,  but  the  people  of  Canada  would 
want  to  know  what  sinister  motives  lay 
behind  the  joint  offer.  The  Govern- 
ment of  Alberta  would  be  better  advised 
to  go  on  with  the  C.N.R.  themselves 
than  have  the  C.N.R.  go  on  with  the 
C.P.R. 

L.  A.  Giroux,  (Lib.),  Grouard,  pressed 
for  extensions,  High  Prairie  to  Sturgeon 
Lake,  Spirit  River  to  Pouce  Coupe,  and 
Whitclaw  to  Waterhole.  He  thought 
it  dangerous  for  the  success  of  the  pre- 
sent northern  lines  that  another  com- 
pany should  apply  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment for  a  charter  for  a  new  road, 
as  had  been  reported  lately. 

George  MacLachlan,  (U.F.A.),  Pem- 
bina, did  not  think  the  line  should  be 
sacrificed  to  the  C.N.R.  just  because 
it  was  a  national  road.  The  first  duty 
was  to  the  people  of  the  Province,  and  he 
had  no  great  faith  cither  in  the  Dominion 
Government  or  the  C.N.R.,  that  led 
him  to  think  these  would  not  take  any 
advantage  if  it  offered  itself. 

BROWNLEE  ON  BEST 
JOKE  OF  SESSION 

J.  E.  Brownlee  closed  the  discussion. 
He  did  not  intend  to  review  the  argu- 
ments of  members,  but  laughingly  said 
the  Assembly  must  surely  have  enjoyed 
the  exquisite  bit  of  humor  offcied'by 
Mr.  McGillivray,  which  would  remain 
the  best  bit  in  twenty  years,  when  he 
declared  the  Government  had  swallowed 
his  advice,  "hook,  line  and  sinker." 
//  they  had  done  so,  they  would  not  today 
have  been  in  receipt  of  a  $1,700,009  better 
offer  than  last  month. 

The  Premier  repudiated  responsibility  ' 
for  the  actions  of  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment or  the  C.N.R.  On  those  charged 
with  the  destinies  of  these  organisations 
would  rest  the  responsibility  of  the 
joint  offer. 

Mr.  Brownlee  had  the  kindliest  feelings 
toward  the  development  of  the  Peaoe 
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EDITORIAL 

SHOULD  CONSULT  THE  TORONTO  TORIES 

A.  A.  McGillivray,  the  leader  of  the  Conservative 
party  in  the  Alberta  Legislature,  is  opposed  to"  hydro- 
electric development  by  the  Provincial  Government  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  not  the  business  of  any  government 
to  enter  ''into  industrial  enterprises  in  competition  with 
private  citizens." 

Mr.  McGillivray  should  go  east  during  the  recess  to 
pick  up  a  few  progressive  ideas  from  the  Toronto  Tories. 
He  should  ask  them  what  they  think  of  the  great  in- 
dustrial enterprise  launched  by  Sir  Adam  Beck  "in 
competition  with  private  citizens,"  an  enterprise  which 
provides  the  people  and  the  industries  of  Ontario,  at 
prices  which  are  among  the  lowest  on  the  continent 
for  hydro-electric  power,  with  the  energy  from  a  gov- 
ernment-owned system.  The  Ontario  enterprise  is 
publicly  owned,  and  the  Tories  are  proud  of  it. 

The  Tories  of  ultra-Conservative  Toronto  are  more 
progressive  in  this  respect,  more  forward-looking,  than 
the  leader  of  the  Conservative  party  in  the  Province  of 
Alberta. 

*    *  * 

CONTROL  OF  ALBERTA'S  POWER  RESOURCES 

In  taking  whatever  steps  may  be  necessary  to  secure 
for  the  Province  absolute  and  unconditional  control  over 
the  development  of  Alberta's  power  resources,  the 
Alberta  Government  can  count  upon  the  approval  and 
support  of  ninety-nine  per  cent  of  the  people  of  the 
Province. 

The  Government  should  have  the  unanimous  support 
of  the  press.  If  certain  newspapers  were  to  abandon  a 
policy  of  nagging  and  bickering,  and  to  assist  in  the 
effort  to  preserve  for  present  and  future  generations  of 
Albertans  their  great  heritage  in  power  resources  in 
whatever  form,  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  power 
question  would  be  brought  appreciably  nearer. 

If  control  of  these  immense  resources  were  to  pass 
beyond  the  effective  control  of  the  Province  into  the 
hands  of  private  corporations,  not  only  would  the  future 
be  heavily  mortgaged;  it  would  be  mortgaged  to  interests 


which  might  at  any  time  cease  to  be  predominantly 
Canadian.  Such  mortgaging  of  the  Canadian  inheri- 
tance, in  the  opinion  of  many  citizens  whose  judgment 
is  worthy  of  respect,  has,  in  many  directions,  already 
gone  too  far.  The  sure  safeguard  against  its  extension 
to  dangerous  proportions  in  Alberta  lies  in  the  vesting 
of  control  in  a  Government  which  is  close  to  the  people, 
and  is  essentially  and  entirely  Albertan. 

The  development  of  power  resources  at  as  rapid  a 
rate  as  possible  is  highly  desirable.  But  it  is  infinitely 
more  important  that  as  development  does  take  place, 
it  shall  proceed  along  the  best  lines;  that  whatever 
political  influence  franchise  holding  corporations,  op- 
erating public  utilities,  may  exert,  should  be  nulli- 
fied; that  existing  rights  of  private  interests  be 
temporary  and  should  be  readily  transferable,  and  at 
no  greater  cost  than  a  fair  physical  valuation  of  the 
properties,  to  a  Government  which  has  in  trust  the 
interests  of  all  the  people  of  the  Province. 

We  believe  that  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of 
Calgary  and  of  other  localities  in  southern  Alberta  are 
indisposed  to  respond  to  panicky  appeals  which  play 
into  the  hands  of  non-public  interests.  If  the  situation 
be  presented  fairly,  we  have  no  doubt  of  the  nature 
of  their  response.  Superior  to  all  local  interests  (or 
what  are  represented  to  be  local  interests),  are  the  in- 
terests of  all  the  citizens  of  Alberta,  of  today  and  of 
tomorrow. 

*  *  * 

ANOTHER  SPECIAL  LEGISLATIVE  NUMBER 

In  order  to  provide  adequate  space  for  the  reports 
of  the  proceedings  in  the  closing  days  of  the  session 
of  the  Alberta  Legislature,  it  has  been  necessary  to 
hold  over  a  number  of  articles  descriptive  of  new  legis- 
lation which  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  farming  in- 
dustry, as  well  as  various  feature  articles  by  our  staff 
correspondent,  J.  P.  Watson.  Included  in  these  are 
descriptions  of  the  Long  Term  Farm  Loans  legislation, 
the  progress  of  the  Lethbridge  Northern  project,  the 
act  concerning  the  Farm  Women's  Bureau,  and  the 
Debt  Adjustment  Act  amendments,  the  last  named  of 
which,  for  reasons  stated  by  the  Premier  in  the  debates, 
have  been  withdrawn  for  the  time  being. 

*  *  * 

It  is  interesting  to  read  in  Alberta  newspapers,  under 
the  name  of  so  distinguished  a  writer  and  so  acute  an 
observer  as  Theodore  Dreiser,  expressions  of  opinion  on 
the  subject  of  education  identical  with  the  views  which, 
expressed  by  Miss  McPhail  at  the  U.F.A.  Convention 
a  year  ago,  aroused  in  a  portion  of  the  press  a  storm  of 
vulgar,  ignorant  and  malicious  abuse.  In  respect  to 
many  of  the  opinions  for  the  expression  of  which  she 
has  been  attacked,  time  is  proving  Miss  McPhail  right 
and  her  critics  wrong. 
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Undertaking  Power  Development 

Railway  and  Telephone  Situation  Greatly  Bettered — Government  Already  Has  Organization  Which  Could  Carry 
on  Water  Power  Development — Steps  Taken  by  Amendment  of  Public  Utilities  Act  to  Protect 
People's  Rights  to  Control  Over  Vitally  Important  Natural  Resources 


STAFF  CORRESPONDENCE 

EDMONTON,  March  20th.— Means  of  protection  of  the  rights  of  the 
people  to  develop  power  enterprise  in  Alberta  as  Government  undertakings 
is  provided  in  important  amendments  to  the  Public  Utilities  Act  introduced 
by  Premier  Brownlee  in  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  Utilities  Bill  this  after- 
noon, and  passed  by  the  Assembly. 

During  the  debate  the  Premier  stated  that  as  the  railway  and  telephone 
situation  in  Alberta  had  greatly  improved,  the  time  was  becoming  more  op- 
portune to  consider  whether  the  Province  itself  might  not  be  in  a  position 
to  carry  out  its  own  power  development. 

The  Premier  also  made  the  important  announcement  that  in  order  to 
protect  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  Province,  the  Government  had  applied 
to  the  Federal  Government  for  control  of  the  right  of  development  of  two 
other  water  power  sites  in  addition  to  Spray  Lakes.  These  were  on  the  Ghost 
River  site.  The  Calgary  Power  company  has  applied  for  rights  to  develop 
power  at  this  site,  and  the  Premier  made  it  clear  that  the  whole  matter  of 
development  should,  in  the  Alberta  Government's  opinion,  come  under 
Provincial  jurisdiction.  The  Ghost  River  site  was  not  an  economical  one  if 
the  Spray  Lakes  were  to  be  developed,  and  he  intended  to  take  up  the  whole 
matter  in  Ottawa,  where  he  would  meet  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  and 
the  directors  and  managers  of  the  company. 

The  amendment  to  the  Public  Utilities  SHAW  ENDORSES 
Act  formed  the  basis  of  an  interesting 
discussion  this  afternoon.  The  idea  in 
the  amendment  is  to  the  effect  that 
no  franchise  or  privilege  in  respect  to 
the  supply  of  power  shall  be  completed 
between  any  municipality  and  any  per- 
son whomsoever  unless  it  is  a  term  of  the 
grant  that  the  rights  conferred  thereby 
shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  exclusive  as 
against  the  right  of  the  Province;  or,  in 
the  case  of  pending  applications,  the 
applicant  undertakes  that  the  franchise 
or  privilege  shall  not  be  exclusive  as 
against  the  right  of  the  Province. 

The  Premier  stated  in  explaining  this 
amendment  that  in  view  of  the  develop- 
ment of  power  and  the  projected  enter- 
prises alongj  the  Bow  river  and  the 
franchise  being  sought  by  companies  in 
the  towns  and  cities,  the  Government 
thought  it  wise  that  as  the  time  might 
come  when  it  would  be  expedient  to  pro- 
vide power  as  a  Provincial  enterprise, 
the  rights  of  the  Province  to  undertake 
development  should  be  protected. 
DANGER  OF 

UNECONOMICAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Mr.  Brownlee  mentioned  the  competi- 
tion between  two  big  companies  for 
franchises,  and  thought  that  this  keen 
competition  would  lead  to  an  unhealthy 
state  of  affairs  and  to  uneconomical 
development.  One  of  those  companies 
operated  under  a  Dominion  charter, 
and  the  right  of  control  might  be  chal- 
lenged. One  way  to  check  any  evils 
arising  out  of  the  franchising  between 
municipalites  and  companies  was  to 
give  the  definite  power  under  the  act 
so  that  the  Board  could  take  a  wider 
viewpoint.  The  Premier  did  not  like 
to  have  to  put  this  amendment  in,  but 
thought  it  necessary  to  provide  for 
eventualities. 


GOVERNMENT  ACTION 

Joseph  T.  Shaw  and  George  Webster 
raised  the  question  of  the  Calgary  situa- 
tion with  regard  to  need  of  increased 
power.  Mr.  Shaw  endorsed  the  action 
of  the  Government  in  introducing  this 
amendment  in  view  of  the  scramble  of 
the  companies  for  franchises.  In  view 
of  the  hint  that  the  Government  might 
undertake  public  development,  he  want- 
ed to  know  what  development  had  been 
made  with  regard  to  Spray  Lakes. 

The  Premier  outlined  the  progress  of 
negotiations  since  the  last  session.  The 
Government  had  in  the  course  of  corres- 
pondence with  the  Dominion  set  out  the 
contention  that  the  Spray  Lakes  should 
be  detached  from  the  National  Park. 
The  Dominion  had  taken  the  stand  that 
the  Province  should  first  define  its  in- 
tentions as  to  method  of  development. 

"FAIR  VALUATION 
WITHOUT  PADDING" 

If  the  Province  ever  reached  the  point 
where  they  would  be  justified  in  develop- 
ing under  public  ownership,  the  Premier 
wanted  the  situation  such  that  their 
rights  had  been  safeguarded.  For  that 
reason,  when  a  charter  had  been  given 
the  Northern  Power  Company  the  other 
day,  a  clause  had  been  inserted  giving  the 
Government  power  to  take  over  the  under- 
taking at  a  fair  valuation  without  any 
padding. 

Since  last  year,  following  an  interview 
with  Minister  of  the  Interior,  Mr.  Stewart, 
a  gentleman  had  been  appointed  to  make 
a  survey  of  the  Park  with  a  view  to  the 
elimination  of  certain  industrial  areas. 
The  Minister  conceded  the  right  to  the 
Province  to  send  their  engineer  along  and 
subsequently  the  findings  of  the  Do- 
minion report  were  scrutinised. 


The  Dominion  representative  was  R. 
W.  Cautley,  and  the  Province  had  been 
represented  by  Mr.  Charlesworth.  After 
the  work  of  survey  had  been  completed 
the  two  points  where  difference  of  opinion 
existed  between  the  Province  and  the 
Dominion  in  regard  to  the  proposed  boun- 
daries were  the  one  relative  to  the  Spray 
Lakes  area,  and  one  relative  to  a  portion 
of  the  eastern  boundary  of  Jasper  Na- 
tional Park  where  it  crossed  the  Atha- 
basca River. 

The  new  arrangements  of  the  boun- 
daries were  subject  to  a  distinct  under- 
standing that  Alberta  gave  up  all  claims 
to  minerals  or  any  other  natural  resources 
within  the  National  Parks;  and  that  the 
Parliament  of  Canada  retained  exclusive 
legislative  jurisdiction.  This  did  not 
prevent  the  application  of  Provincial 
taxing  laws  or  liquor  control  or  health 
measures. 

The  Premier  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  pointed  out  that 
he  agreed  to  waive  objection  to  the 
boundary  line  suggested  by  the  Dominion 
engineer,  Mr.  Cautley. 

With  regard  to  the  legislative  juris- 
diction of  the  Dominion  in  the  Banff 
park,  the  Premier  said  in  his  letter  to 
the  Minister,  that  both  Mr.  Cory  and 
Mr.  Harkin  had  agreed  that  the  terms 
of  the  Natural  Resources  agreement  of 
two  years  ago  satisfactorily  covered  the 
Minister's  wishes  on  that  point,  so  that 
there  was  no  difference  there. 

BENEFIT  OF  MINERAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

With  regard  to  the  third  condition,  that 
the  Province  surrender  all  claims  to  the 
minerals  or  other  natural  resources,  the 
Premier  pointed  out  to  the  Minister'that 
he  had  endorsed  the  principle  that  if  the 
boundaries  were  restricted  so  as  to  elimi- 
nate certain  areas,  the  natural  beauty 
should  be  safeguarded  as  far  as  possible. 
He  suggested  further  that  if  valuable 
mineral  deposits  were  found  which  the 
Parliament  of  Canada  decided  should 
be  developed,  the  Province  should  get 
the  benefit  of  that  development. 

The  Premier  stated  that  the  conditions 
relative  to  the  construction  of  a  tunnel 
through  the  mountain  would  not  affect 
the  use  of  the  basin  of  the  Lakes,  as  the 
storage  would  be  necessary  whether  a 
tunnel  were  cut  or  not.  The  whole  mat- 
ter was  to  be  discussed  as  soon  as  the 
Premier  could  get  to  Ottawa. 

The  Alberta  Government  agreed  with 
the  Dominion  that  the  natural  beauties 
should  be  preserved,  that  the  water  should 
not  be  used  for  storage  purposes,  and  that 
a  flow  of  water  should  be  maintained  to 
preserve  the  beauties. 

Immediately   on    learning    that  the 
Calgary  Power  Company  had  applied  for 
Irights  to  develop  the  Bow  River  project 
the  Government  had  made  the  same  appli- 
cation that  they  had  done  in  t  he  case  of 
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Spray  Lakes,  always  having  in  mind  the 
interests  of  the  Province.  They  took  the 
view  that  if  the  Bow  River  projects  were 
proceeded  with,  this  would  damage  subse- 
quent development  of  Spray  Lakes. 

POSSIBILITY  OF  GOVERNMENT 
POWER  DEVELOPMENT 

The  Premier  touched  again  on  the 
possibility  of  the  Province  engaging  in 
development.  The  Telephone  Department 
had  reached  a  sound  basis  and  the  De- 
partment had  its  staff  who  were  compe- 
tent to  investigate  the  possibilities  of 
transmission,  and  the  addition  of  certain 
competent  engineers  would  put  them  in 
a  good  position  for  the  carrying  out  of 
work  of  this  nature.  The  railways  also 
were  getting  into  a  better  position,  and 
though  he  did  not  commit  himself  to 
development  at  this  time,  he  was  taking 
every  precaution  to  protect  the  interest 
of  the  Province. 

George  Webster  (Lib.),  Calgary,  read 
correspondence  between  the  Government 
and  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  inferring 
that  the  Government  of  Alberta  were 
responsible  for  the  delay  in  regard  to 
Spray  Lakes.  The  member  said  the 
situation  had  become  acute  in  the  city  of 
Calgary,  and  the  unfortunate  delay  of 
the  Spray  Lakes  decision  had  caused 
them  to  make  application  for  the  right 
to  begin  development  at  Ghost  River  on 
the  Bow. 

WEBSTER  WORSTED  IN 
DUEL  WITH  LABOR 

While  pleading  the  urgency  of  the 
development  of  the  Ghost  river  enter- 
prise, which  the  Calgary  Power  Company 
desired  to  undertake,  George  Webster, 
(Lib.),  Calgary,  got  into  an  argument 
with  the  Labor  benches  which  ended  in 
his  severe  discomfiture.  Mr.  Webster 
claimed  that  Calgary  would  be  short  of 
power  in  two  months,  and  for  this  reason 
development  was  imperative. 

Mr.  Christophers  asked  the  Liberal 
member  whether  he  had  information  from 
the  Calgary  Power  Company  as  to  why 
they  were  running  lines  throughout  the 
Province  to  convey  power  to  other  places, 
if  Calgary's  need  were  so  urgent. 

This  was  a  poser  for  Mr.  Webster,  but 
after  a  pause  he  replied  that  Mr.  Christo- 
phers should  ask  the  company. 

"It's  a  good  question,"  interjected  the 
Premier. 

Mr.  Christophers  then  pressed  his  ad- 
vantage by  asking  whether  if  the  right 
to  develop  the  Ghost  River  site  were 
granted  to  the  Calgary  Power  Company 
they  would  be  able  to  supply  Calgary 
with  the  extra  power  it  needed  in  two 
months.  Would  it  not  take  some  years 
to  complete  the  enterprise? 

"TWO  MONTHS"  REVISED  TO 
"TWO  YEARS" 

Mr.  Webster  didn't  like  the  question. 
That  was  quite  apparent.  He  spoke 
finally  in  a  very  low  voice,  almost  in  a 
whisper  to  Mr.  Christophers,  and  stated 
that  Calgary  could  arrange  to  take  care 
of  the  power  situation  for  the  next  two 
years. 

The  wind  taken  out  of  his  sails,  Mr. 
Webster  shortly  afterwards  collapsed  into 
his  seat. 

LABOR  FAVORS 
GOVERNMENT  POLICY 

Fred  J.  White  (Lab.),  Calgary,  said 
his  group  had  stressed  the  Spray  Lakes 
project  a  few  years  ago  and  since  then  the 
matter  had  come  up  yearly.  In  all  their 
arguments  on  the  matter,  especially  hav- 
ing regard  to  public  ownership,  the  mem- 
ber thought  their  stand  had  been  justieed, 
and  the  amendment  to  the  Public  Utilities 


act  now  proposed  was  a  good  step  and  the 
one  taken  to  prevent  the  paying  for  good 
will,  but  only  the  physical  valuation  of  a 
project,  was  also  a  wise  measure. 

The  Premier  answered  Mr.  Webster's 
charge  that  the  Province  was  responsible 
for  the  delay,  by  saying  he  had  no  desire 
to  enter  into  any  controversy  which  would 
mean  disparagement  of  the  Dominion. 
At  the  same  time  he  repeated  the  state- 
ment that  a  Government  which  did  not 
have  control  could  not  be  responsible  for 
the  actions  of  a  Government  which  did 
have  control. 

To  prove  that  he  quoted  a  further  part 
of  the  letter  which  Mr.  Webster  had  not 
read,  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Stewart  said, 
in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Brownlee: 

"So  long  as  these  resources  are  under 
Federal  control,  the  responsibility  for 
administration  must  rest  with  the  Federal 
Government,  and  I  have  no  power  to 
depute  to  anyone  else  the  responsibility 
for  making  decisions.  The  Federal  Gov 
ernment  must  remain  free  to  make  its  own 
derisions,  for  which  it  must  accept  re- 
sponsibility. 

"(Signed),  Chas.  Stewart." 

McGILLIVRAY  OPPOSES 
GOVERNMENT  ENTERPRISE 

A.  A.  McGillivray,  Calgary,  said  that 
as  this  was  the  second  time  mention  had 
been  made  of  the  Province's  entry  into 
the  power  field,  he  would  utter  a  word  of 
warning,  to  the  effect  that  as  the  Province 
in  all  likelihood  was  safely  emerging  from 
one  mess,  they  had  no  right  to  jump  into 
another.  "The  business  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  the  administration  of  Government 
and  not  entering  into  industrial  enter- 
prises in  competition  with  private  citi- 
zens," said  the  Conservative  leader. 

The  bill  was  put  through  committee  on 
March  20th  and  passed  third  reading 
before  prorogation. 

 o — ■  ■  

Farmers'  Consent  Is 
Necessary  Under  the 
Compensation  Act 

Farm  Worker  Will  Come  Under  Act  if 
Employer  Agrees — Important 
Debates  on  Amendments 

STAFF  CORRESPONDENCE 
EDMONTON,  March  21.— Among  the 
debates  in  the  closing  hours  of  the  session 
which  aroused  intense  interest  were  those 
on  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act 
amendments  yesterday  and  today. 

In  committee  of  the  whole  on  Tuesday 
Labor  waged  a  great  battle  to  have  several 
of  the  suggestions  of  the  special  committee 
which  investigated  the  whole  matter  and 
which  were  incorporated  in  the  act  before 
the  Assembly,  eliminated  or  modified. 
The  most  determined  effort  was  staged 
around  the  clause  specifying  a  three  days' 
waiting  period  for  all  cases.  In  the 
old  act  the  cases  under  ten  days'  disa- 
bility were  subject  to  three  days'  waiting, 
but  in  cases  over  ten  days'  disability  the 
compensation  dates  from  the  time  of  the 
accident. 

MANY  PETITIONS 
RECEIVED  IN  PROTEST 

C.  L.  Gibbs,  (Lab.),  Edmonton,  led 
off  in  the  debate.  On  the  desk  in  front  of 
him  were  piles  of  large  envelopes  filled  with 
petitions  from  1714  individuals  as  well 
as  21  organizations  protesting  against  the 
extension  of  the  three  days'  period.  The 
member  hoped  these  would  not  be  con- 
signed  to  t  ho  limbo  of  the  lost,  like  another 


stack  of  petitions  before  the  Assembly 
recently.  He  did  not  think  peace  and 
tranquility  attainable  between  capital 
and  labor  so  long  as  this  provision  re- 
mained in  the  bill.  To  think  otherwise 
was  to  live  in  a  fool's  paradise. 

His  main  argument  was  to  the  effect 
that  in  spite  of  the  increased  rate  of  com- 
pensation suggested,  the  cases  between 
the  10  day  period  and  the  48  day 
suffered  a  loss  in  compensation.  From 
the  49th  day  on  the  cases  would  register 
a  gain.  There  were  2276  cases  in  1926 
between  the  10  day  and  48th  day  period, 
and  1,568  under  ten  days.  The  majority 
of  cases  came  between  the  10th  and  the 
48th  day  period,  so  that  on  the  whole  the 
suggested  increase  in  compensation  was 
offset  by  the  three  days'  waiting  period. 

The  workers  were  all  definitely  and 
entirely  opposed  to  this  and  it  would 
require  some  subtle  and  serious  argument 
to  change  their  opinion.  Mr.  Gibbs 
moved  to  strike  out  the  clause. 

LOVE  GIVES  EXPERIENCE 
OF  COMMITTEE 

J.  R.  Love  (U.F.A.),  Wainwright,  said 
as  a  member  of  the  committee,  he  had 
supported  the  committee  because  of  the 
representations  made  to  them  at  the  time. 
While  it  had  been  true  that  there  was  a 
difference  of  opinion  on  certain  clauses, 
some  proposed  by  Labor  and  some  pro- 
posed by  employers,  the  committee  would 
never  have  been  able  to  arrive  at  a  unani- 
mous conclusion  had  there  been  no  give 
and  take.  Other  Provinces  had  the  three 
days  period,  and  some  had  seven  days. 
He  was  not  going  to  back  up  on  his  de- 
cision. 

Lucien  Boudreau,  St.  Albert,  took  the 
same  view.  There  were  differences  on 
the  committee,  but  if  Labor  had  really 
felt  so  strongly  as  they  indicated  that 
day,  why  did  they  not  do,  as  Mr.  Weaver 
did — bring  in  a  minority  report? 

SEVERAL  DECISIONS 
NOT  UNANIMOUS 

Fred  J.  White,  (Lab.),  Calgary,  was 
nettled  by  this  time.  The  committee  had 
given  lots  of  time  and  thought  to  many 
of  the  clauses,  and  while  they  had  signed 
the  committee's  findings  in  order  to  have 
the  report  concluded,  that  did  not  indi- 
cate that  the  various  items  passed  unani- 
mously. Reference  to  the  minutes  would 
show  that  there  had  been  several  matters 
not  voted  on  unanimously — the  question 
of  the  66  and  2-3  compensation,  the  rail- 
way employees'  inclusion  and  others. 
He  had  voted  with  the  five  Labor  men 
against  the  three  days  period  and  the 
vote  had  been  8  to  6.  The  other  three 
members  of  the  Legislature  had  voted 
with  the  employers  on  that. 

A.  A.  McGillivray,  (Cons.),  Calgary, 
said  that  if  they  accepted  the  principle 
of  paying  injured  workmen  any  com- 
pensation at  all,  the  compensation  should 
undoubtedly  be  dated  to  the  moment 
when  the  disability  was  received. 

J.  T.  Shaw,  (Lib.),  Bow  Valley,  also 
.  expressed  that  point  of  view,  while  P.  M. 
Christophers,  (Lab.),  Rocky  Mountain, 
dealt  with  the  manner  in  which  this 
period  would  affect  the  largest  industry, 
that  of  coal  mining.  It  may  have  been 
that  a  three  days  period  had  been  devised 
originally  to  prevent  malingering,  but  no 
charge  of  malingering  could  be  assessed 
when  an  accident  incapacitated  a  worker 
for  over  the  ten  days.  The  doubt  was 
removed  by  that  time. 

CFRISTOPFFPS  MAKFS 
ATTACK  ON  COLLEAGUES 

Neither  could  it  be  said  that  the  worker 
was  given  hospitalisation  during  the  three 
days  and  that  compensated  him  for  the 


6  (262) 


THE   U.  F.  A. 


March  22nd,  1928 


loss  of  actual  time.  This  was  a  mistake, 
because  the  worker  received  hospitalisa- 
tion at  his  own  expense  entirely,  con- 
tributing as  he  did  the  sum  of  4  cents 
per  day  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  Christo- 
phers jumped  on  the  neck  of  the  Labor 
members  of  the  committee,  stating  that 
he  knew  they  were  teetotallers,  otherwise 
he  would  have  thought  them  intoxicated 
when  they  lent  their  signature  to  the 
condition. 

R.  H.  Parkyn,  (Lab.),  Calgary,  said 
the  needs  of  the  family  of  married  men 
did  not  cease  during  the  three  days  on 
which  there  was  no  compensation  allowed. 
The  clause  was  disappointing  to  him. 

Premier  Brownlee  said  that  as  leader 
of  the  Government,  he  had  before  him  two 
reports,  one  a  majority  report  and  the 
other  a  minority  one.  The  clause  under 
discussion  was  included  in  the  findings 
of  the  majority,  and  while  it  might  be 
true  that  there  had  been  differences  of 
opinion  on  the  committee,  the  major  fact 
was  that  he  had  received  a  majority 
report  which  was  signed  by  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  on  this  subject. 

The  motion  was  lost. 

COMPENSATION  ACT 
AND  FARMING  INDUSTRY 

Inclusion  of  the  farming  industry  on 
application  of  a  majority  of  farm  workers 
was  provided  in  the  bill.  George  Mac- 
Lachlan,   Pembina,   while  favoring  the 

Erinciple,  objected  to  the  employer  not 
eing  consulted.  He  moved  that  ;t  be 
necessary  for  the  employer  to  concur  in 
the  application.  This  was  lost  by  one 
vote  on  Tuesday. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  R.  G.  Reid, 
Provincial  Treasurer,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  re-committed  to  reconsider  the  clause 
covering  the  farm  industry.  A  shout  of 
"no"  greeted  this  motion  from  the  oppo- 
sition side  of  the  Assembly.  A  division 
was  taken. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  35  for  re- 
committal and  16  against.  It  was  a 
straight  vote  between  each  side  of  the 
Assemblv. 

After  discussing  the  matter  for  the  second 
-time  several  speakers  on  the  Farmers' 
side  took  part,  but  no  opposition  speaker 
at  all. 

W.  H.  Shield,  (U.F.A. ),  Macleod,  was 
for  compensation.  He  intended  to  come 
in  and  b-ing  in  his  emplovees.  But  the 
whole  thing  should  be  left  voluntary, 
because  it  would  be  necessary  to  educate 
the  majority  of  the  farmers  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  compensation.  He  favored  the 
redrafting. 

George  Hoadley,  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture, took  the  view  that  owing  to  the 
uncertainty  in  the  minds  of  the  farmers, 
and  until  the  principles  of  administration 
were  made  perfectly  clear,  the  thing 
should  be  left  optional.  He  moved  an 
amendment  adding  the  words  "except 
with  the  consent  of  the  employer"  to 
clauses  covering  the  point.  He  did  this 
because  last  night  the  vote  had  carried 
by  only  one  vote  amid  certain  confusion. 

Premier  Brownlee  intimated  that  in 
conference  with  the  officials  of  the  board 
it  had  been  pointed  out  that  in  all  cases 
where  this  rule  applied  including  the 
farmers,  no  workers  had  ever  been  in- 
cluded without  consent  of  the  employer. 
He  was  only  asking  that  there  be  put  in 
black  and  white  what  already  existed  in 
practice. 

There  was  this  difference,  the  retail 
trade  would  come  in  as  a  class  so  that 
there  was  no  analogy  there.  Farmers  and 
small  business  men  would  have  to  give 
consent  individually. 

The  retail  merchants  and  restaurant 
keepers  will  deal  with   the   matter  at 


their  convention  in  June,  and  if  they 
decide  to  come  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  they  will  come  in  by  proclamation. 

All  the  non-Farmer  groups  —  Liberal, 
Conservative  and  Labor — voted  against 
the  Farmers  on  this  point. 

The  bill  was  amended  without  division, 
so  that  no  farm  workers  can  bring  in 
their  employer  without  his  consent. 


He's  a  Broth  av  a  Bhoy 


J,  C.  BUCKLEY,  M.L.A. 
U.F.A.  Whip 

"Wheesht!  Com'on  now  bhoys'  The 
Premier  wants  every  last  wan  av  ye  in 
the  Council  Chamber.  Don't  kane  him 
waitin'  now.    That's  the  good  lads." 

The  soft,  silken,  yet  compelling  tones 
of  the  U.F.A.  whip  as  he  tried  hard  to 

Eierce  the  armour  of  indifference  so 
landly  visible  on  the  faces  of  the  private 
members  near  the  close  of  the  last  week 
of  the  session,  found  but  slight  response 
as  he  sped  from  man  to  man  on  that 
errand  of  haste.  Honest  John  was 
visibly  disheartened. 

"What's  the  rush.  Me  for  dinner," 
spluttered  a  recalcitrant  member. 
"Won't  it  keep?" 

"Now,  bhoys,  now  bhoys.  That's  no 
way  to  treat  the  rromier,"  remons- 
trated the  troubled  shepherd.  "He  bids 
me  say  'tis  awfully  important." 

Down  the  long  corridor  oozed  the 
reluctant  procession.  "Hurry,  bhoys, 
hurry.   'Tis  the  slow  mites  yez  are." 

The  Premier  sat  waiting.  The  chairs 
filled  up.  The  doors  were  closed.  The 
Premier  announced  in  hushed  tones  that 
there  was  sure  to  be  dirty  work  at  the 
cross  roads  that  night.  Gloom  settled 
over  the  faces  of  the  members.  Dark 
forebodings  entered  the  heart  of  the 
man  from  Connemara. 

"  Mrs.  Parlby,  come  forward,  please," 
The  plot  thickened. 

The  lady  minister  stepped  forward, 
"Mr.  Buckley,"  she  said,  turning  sud- 
denly on  the  unsuspecting  whip,  "It  is 
my  very  pleasant  duty  on  behalf  of  the 
U.F.A.  members  of  the  Assembly  to 
present  you  with  this  token  of  esteem 
for  the  faithful  and  devoted  services 
which  you  have  rendered  during  the 
last  six  years."  She  said  some  more,  and 
Raid  it  nicely,  then  placing  in  the  hands 


of  the  surprised  whip  a  packet  containing 
a  solid  gold  watch  and  chain,  engraved 
with  inscription  and  monogram,  she 
wished  him  many  many  years  in  which 
to  wear  it. 

"Speech,  speech,"  re-echoed  through 
the  building,  but  the  man  from  Limerick 
was  well  nigh  speechless.  "Bhoys,  I 
thank  ye  most  heartily.  I  know  whin 
ye  do  a  thing  ye  do  it  well.  I'll  treasure 
this  as  long  as  I  live.  Thank  ye,  bhoys, 
thank  ye." 

The  Premier  added  his  parting  word. 
The  member  from  Gleichen  was  the  first 
and  only  member  of  the  U.F.A.  group 
firstly,  to  fall  asleep,  and  secondly,  fall 
from  his  chair — " 

"Twas  yerself  was  spakin',  Mr.  Prem- 
ier," interjected  John. 

"Yes.  That's  just  it,"  the  Premier 
came  back,  "  Had  it  been  any  other 
member  it  might  not  have  been  so  bad. 
But  then  there  is  the  consolation  remain- 
ing. That  was  the  only  time  since  we 
took  office  that  I  scored  a  complete 
knock  out." 

The  members  parted  for  dinner.  De- 
mocracy was  demonstrated.  "  What 
time  is  it,  John?" 

J.  P.  W. 
 o  —  

FAILURE  OF  COMPANIES  TO  SUBMIT 
REVISED  OFFER  FOR  A.  &  G.W. 

(Continued  from  page  2) 

River,  but  was  not  goiig  to  go  to  any 
extreme  in  pressing  for  extensions  as  a 
condition  of  sale.  There  were  other 
parts  of  the  Province  needing  extensions, 
and  railways  made  budgets  on  the  needs 
of  all  parts  rather  than  on  specific  sec- 
tions. Even  if  the  line  were  sold  he  would 
from  time  to  time  urge  the  needs  of  the 
different  sections. 

To  show  that  the  Government  is  in 
no  danger  in  not  closing  the  deal  and 
that  continuance  of  negotiations  is  justi- 
fied, Premier  Brownlee  quoted  some 
interesting  figures  regarding  operation 
of  the  Northern  lines  this  year  as  com- 
pared with  last  year.  His  comparisons 
were: 

January  to  March  16th,  1928,  4832 
cars.  In  same  period  last  year  2784 
cars — increase  73  per  cent. 

Carloads  of  settlers'  effects  in  same 
period,  102  as  compared  with  15  last 
year — increase  580  per  cent. 

Passenger  traffic,  January  1st  to 
February  29th,  13,588  compared  with 
9,876  last  year  — incroaso  37  per  cent. 

Settlers'  tickets,  308  compared  with 
13  last  year — increase  6,269  per  cent. 

These  figures,  maintained  Premier 
Brownlee,  indicated  a  healthy  growth 
and  give  the  Government  the  greatest 
encouragement  in  holding  out  for  a 
price  considered  satisfactory. 

 o  

SLIPPERY 

In  his  book  of  journalistic  remin- 
iscences"  From  the  City  to  Fleet  Street," 
J.  Hall  Richardson  repeats  a  funny  story 
told  by  Sir  Abe  Bailey  of  De  Wet,  the 
elusive  Boer  General. 

On  one  of  his  visits  to  England  during 
the  Boer  War  Abo  Bailey  came  to  London 
and  the  Bank  of  England.  There  he  saw 
a  hawker  selling  what  he  called  "The 
De  Wet  Puzzle"  in  an  envelope.  The 
puzzle  was  to  "find  De  Wet."  There 
was  nothing  in  it  when  oponed. 

"Here,"  he  cried  to  the  hawker,  "this 
envelope  is  empty!" 

"  Well,  so  it  is,"  replied  the  man.  "  Hang 
it!  The  blighter  has  got  away  again."  — 
Regina  Leader 


March  22nd,  1928 


THE   U.  F.  A. 


(263)  7 


Second  Session  of  Sixth  Alberta  Legislative 
Assembly  Prorogues  After  Seven  Weeks' 
Labors  on  Many  Problems 

Concluding  Nine  Days  Witness  Debates  on  Health  and  Agriculture,  Roads,  Workmen's  Compensation,  Railways, 
Water  Power  and  Other  Vital  Questions — Session  Fruitful  in  Constructive  Legislation. 


Health  and  Public 
Works  Are  Debated 
the  Legislature 


STAFF  CORRESPONDENCE 


in 


G.  W.  Smith  on  Value  of  Travelling  Clinics 
— Roads  Wrangle  Continued 

MONDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  11.  —  Public 
Health  and  Public  Works  estimates 
occupied  all  the  afternoon  today.  One 
item,  that  of  the  expenditures  on  roads, 
ferries  and  bridges  featured  a  repercussion 
of  the  Webster  charges  that  the  amounts 
spent  on  roads,  etc.,  did  not  approximate 
receipts  from  motor  and  gasoline  taxes. 
The  Minister  was  plainly  annoyed  that 
in  spite  of  the  certified  statement 
recently  tabled  and  the  further  facts 
placed  in  the  hands  of  members,  the 
spook  seemed  to  take  on  new  forms  to 
suit  the  Calgary  member.  Today  Mr. 
Webster  dragged  liquor  profits  into  the 
arena  to  show  that  expenditure  on  roads 
should  be  guaged  by  receipts. 

What  Mr.  Webster  seemed  to  suggest 
was  that  in  his  opinion  some  definite  figure 
from  year  to  year  covering  interest 
charges  on  past  capital  borrowings  back 
to  1923  should  be  given  so  that  one  could 
tell  to  a  cent  just  what  the  actual  amount 
which  was  spent  or  would  be  spent  on 
actual  construction  or  maintenance  would 
be.  Mr.  McPherson  countered  by  saying 
the  certified  statement  showed  that; 
further  Mr.  Webster  had  been  furnished 
with  a  statement  showing  expenditures 
on  roads,  bridges  and  ferries  irom  tho 
inception  of  the  Province.  Mr.  Webster 
came  back  with  the  assertion  that  as 
these  figures  included  interest  on  Domin- 
ion subventions  and  also  because  the 
figures  did  not  include  the  sinking  fund, 
he  was  unable  to  segregate  the  actual 
interest  charges.  The  Minister  finally 
announced  that  as  he  did  not  know  what 
Mr.  Webster  wanted  which  he  had  not 
already  been  furnished  with,  he  would 
throw  up  his  hands. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH 
ESTIMATES 

Public  Health  estimates  took  up  cor« 
siderable  time  of  the  afternoon.  Messrs. 
Giroux  and  Boudreau  made  an  appeal  to 
the  Minister  of  Health  for  increase  in 
the  grants  to  the  Youville  Orphanage 
at  St.  Albert.  They  went  on  to  speak  of 
good  work  done  and  thought  that  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  if  this  orphanage  did 
not  do  this  work  a  large  number  of 
children  would  be  thrown  on  the  Treasury 
of  the  Province,  the  sum  of  50  cents  a 
day  was  too  small. 

Mr.  Hoadley  explained  that  as  the 
total  sum  at  the  disposal  of  the  Depart- 
ment was  only  $3000,  it  was  impossible 
to  increase  the  amount.  Most  of  tho 
orphanages  affected  were  the  recipients 


The  Alberta  Legislative  Assembly 
was  prorogued  on  March  21st,  after 
being  in  session  since  February  2nd. 

Among  acts  of  very  great  im- 
portance to  the  future  of  the  farm- 
ing industry,  passed  by  the  Leeis- 
lature,  was  the  Long  Term  Farm 
Loans  Act. 

The  future  of  the  Northern  Rail- 
ways was  the  dominant  question 
before  the  Legislature.  As  the 
railway  chiefs  failed  to  submit  an 
offer  for  the  A.  &  G.W.  railway 
which  could  be  considered  in  con- 
junction with  the  offer  for  the  Peace 
River  lines,  no  disposition  of  the 
question  could  be  made.  If  an 
agreement  can  be  arrived  at,  the 
Legislature  may  be  recalled  to  a 
summer  session  to  ratify  it. 


of  private  funds.  He  would  like  to  help, 
but  the  financial  restrictions  prevented. 

C.  L.  Gibbs,  (Lab.),  Edmonton,  took 
up  the  cudgels  on  behalf  of  the  teachers 
at  the  school  for  mental  defectives  at 
Red  Deer.  These,  he  claimed,  were 
under  very  strict  regulation  compelled 
to  be  in  the  institution  by  ten  each  even- 
ing. This  precluded  their  participation 
in  social  recreation  at  the  town  of  Red 
Deer,  and  Mr.  Gibbs  claimed  that  the 
kind  of  work  in  which  they  were  engaged 
necessitated  the  benefit  of  such  recrea- 
tional facilities.  He  thought  the  insti- 
tution should  be  furnished  with  radio 
facilities  also. 

DEATHS  IN  MATERNITY 
CASES  TOO  HIGH 

When  the  matter  of  the  travelling 
clinics  came  up,  the  member  for  Red 
Deer,  G.  W.  Smith,  (U.F.A.),  made  a 
fine  speech  in  behalf  of  prospective 
mothers.  He  had  gone  into  the  question 
very  fully,  and  quoted  figures  to  show 
that  the  mortality  among  maternity 
cases  was  too  high  in  Canada  as  com- 
pared with  other  counties.  Not  only  so 
Out  the  increase  of  what  ho  referred  to  as 
maternal  morbidity  was  a  feature  of  the 
lack  of  proper  care  both  pre  natal  and 
post  natal  of  the  motherhood  of  the 
country.  He  advocated  the  linking  up 
of  some  kind  of  maternity  service  with 
that  at  present  carried  on  by  the  travel- 
ling clinics.  A  young  country  like  ours 
could  not  afford  to  lose  these  young 
mothers,  and  not  only  that  but  the 
children  who  were  left  suffered  untold 
hardship  as  well,  through  being  taken 
from  the  parental  home,  or  died  for  lack 
of  a  mother's  care.  Better  far  spend 
money  on  the  saving  of  our  own  motherhood 
and  children  than  on  the  bringing  into 
the  country  of  immigrants  from  other 
shores. 

Mr.  Gibbs  argued  that  the  deplorable 
conditions  of  young  motherhood  arose 


largely  out  of  the  economic  systom  itself. 
Medical  aid,  however  skilful,  could  not 
avail  to  any  appreciable  extent  so  long 
as  the  mother  had  to  work  right  up  to 
the  period  of  confinement,  and  take 
her  place  at  toil  again  within  just  a  short 
period  after. 

The  Minister  of  Health  said  the  great 
problem  was  in  getting  nurses  and 
attention  to  the  outlying  districts.  He 
paid  a  tribute  to  the  district  nurses. 
The  need  could  only  be  met  by  the 
creation  of  health  districts.  These  would 
be  fairly  large,  embracing  maybe  a 
number  of  municipalites,  and  approxi- 
mately 20,000  people.  It  was  absurd 
to  expect  medical  men  to  go  out  to  out- 
lying districts  where  they  would  be  un- 
able to  make  sufficient  to  maintain 
themselves  and  children. 
BAD  WATER  IN 
THE  NORTH 

L.  A.  Giroux,  (Lib.),  Grouard,  intro- 
duced the  question  of  bad  water  in  the 
north.  A  few  farmers  had  tried  to  put 
down  test  wells,  but  the  work  was  too 
expensive.  Mr.  Giroux  attributed  the 
illnesses  of  the  young  mother  and  children 
to  the  lack  of  proper  drinking  water, 
and  said  that  epidemics  could  be  traced 
to  that  fact  also.  He  thought  that 
there  was  no  use  trying  to  get  water  less 
than  500  feet,  and  he  wanted  the  Gov- 
ernment to  dig  several  test  wells  which 
would  give  the  farmers  some  indication 
as  to  the  cost  of  wells,  and  they  might 
thus  be  able  to  get  some  results  by  co- 
operation. 

Premier  Brownlee  had  been  impressed 
with  this  lack  when  in  the  north  last 
year.  He  had  taken  the  matter  up  with 
the  Research  Council  and  Professor  Allen. 
He  would  have  a  bill  introduced  soon  to 
give  power  to  the  council  to  take  a  survey 
from  a  geologic  standpoint  not  only  of 
the  north  but  in  other  points  of  the 
Province  where  water  was  hard  to  find. 
Mr.  Giroux  expressed  pleasure. 

Total  Health  estimate,  income  ac- 
count, $1,258,441.00.  Actual  expendi- 
tures last  year,  $1,054,260.75. 

Capital  expenditures,  current  year, 
$25,000.00,  being  for  the  care  of  incurables, 
the  only  capital  expenditure. 

ROADS  EXPENDITURES 
AGAIN  DISCUSSED 

On  the  estimates  for  Public  Works, 
George  Webster,  Calgary,  reintroduced 
the  subject  of  road  expenditures.  His 
argument  was  that  the  Good  Roads 
Board  ought  to  be  revived  again.  Mr. 
McPherson  countered  with  the  informa- 
tion that  the  Good  Roads  Board  was 
still  in  existence,  but  that  its  work — 
that  of  forcing  an  equalization  of  road 
expenditures  throughout  the  constitu- 
encies— had  been  accomplished.  If  Mr. 
Webster  wanted  the  Department  to  turn 
over  a  set  sum  of  money  to  this  Board 
to  spend  as  they  saw  fit,  he  had  another 
think  coming. 

With  regard  to  the  segregation  of  the 
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interest  charges,  which  could  not  be  re- 
duced without  rebonding  at  a  better  rate 
of  interest  Mr.  Webster  wanted  the  actual 
amounts  of  this  interest.  Mr.  McPherson 
claimed  the  member  from  Calgary  al- 
ready had  these  amounts. 

Mr.  Webster  claimed  that  in  1927 
expenditures  on  roads,  bridges  and  ferries 
had  been  $580,154.47.  In  this  same 
year  the  receipts  from  motor  licenses  and 
gasoline  had  been  $2,010,804.31.  This 
left  a  balance  of  $1,430,649.84,  and  the 
member  wanted  the  exact  amount  of 
this  revenue  which  had  been  consumed 
in  interest  or  other  services. 

The  member  further  stated  that  in 
1928  the  appropriation  for  roads,  bridges 
and  ferries  amounted  to  $835,000,  and 
the  estimated  revenue  from  the  two 
sources  was  placed  at  $2,348,500.  This 
would  leave  a  balance  of  $1,513,510,  and 
the  member  wanted  the  information 
to  show  what  expenditures  would  offset 
that  figure.  Mr.  Webster  suggested 
allocation  of  liquor  profits  for  road 
purposes. 

MINISTER  TIRED 
OF  REPETITION 

The  Minister  was  tired  of  the  whole 
repetition  of  this  argument.  He  could 
see,  he  said,  there  was  no  way  of  satisfying 
the  member  from  Calgary.  The  insistent 
attacks  were  created  by  the  misconception 
that  all  receipts  from  these  two  sources 
were  earmarked.  There  was  no  such  thing 
as  an  earmark  for  any  purpose.  The 
figures  laid  down  in  the  Assembly  duly 
certified,  were  the  last  word  with  regard 
to  1924-5-6.  Beyond  that  year,  back 
to  1905,  there  were  capital  outlays, 
bridges  for  instance,  which  were  still 
giving  service.  He  would  not  argue  as 
to  whether  the  monies  borrowed  by  the 
preceding  Government  had  been  spent 
as  they  should  have  been.  Sufficient 
to  know  that  the  money  had  been  bor- 
rowed, and  the  only  hope  of  reduction 
was  the  rebonding  at  reduced  rates. 

"The  member  from  Calgary  referred 
to  failure  to  spend  all  the  gas  and  motor 
taxes  on  roads.  When  that  is  answered 
he  goes  further  and  suggests  the  alloca- 
tion of  liquor  profits,"  said  the  Minister. 
"If  I  answer  that,  what  will  he  suggest 
next?" 

"There  is  not  going  to  be  any  allocation 
of  any  revenues  for  any  specific  purpose. 
I  am  not  going  over  the  country  pro- 
claiming that  the  receipts  from  gasoline 
or  motor  licenses  are  being  spent  for 
roads.  I  have  stated  the  facts  with  re- 
gard to  the  three  years,  when  it  was 
shown  that  practically  all  the  revenue 
from  these  sources  was  spent  for  roads, 
including  past  borrowings." 

It  was  unfair  to  assert  that  there  was 
great  fluctuation  in  the  amounts  spent 
from  year  to  year  in  the  appropriations 
for  roads.  The  fact  that  large  amounts 
were  spent  in  the  years  1921  and  1926, 
both  election  years,  meant  nothing  to  him. 
This  Government  was  not  responsible 
for  the  road  expenditures  for  1921,  but 
with  regard  to  the  heavy  expenditure  of 
1926,  which  the  Minister  admitted,  these 
were  necessitated  by  highway  construc- 
tion, and  the  amounts  apportioned  were 
by  special  warrant  which  were  not  issued 
until  August  of  that  year.  This  could  be 
certified  to.  The  election  took  place  in 
July,  so  that  under  no  circumstances 
could  the  expenditures  be  attributed  to 
electioneering. 

The  policy  developed  by  the  former 
Minister  of  Public  Works  (Alex.  Ross) 
in  conjunction  with  the  Good  Roads 
Board  put  the  system  of  road  expenditures 
on  a  scientific  basis,  with  definite  lines 
on  which  allocations  were  equalized  as 


between  constituencies,  and  thus  there 
was  no  need  for  the  Good  Roads  Board 
coming  to  Edmonton  to  assist  further. 

J.  R.  Love,  (U.F.A.),  Wainwright, 
could  see  no  point  to  Mr.  Webster's 
argument.  If  the  point  was  that  only 
one-third  of  the  receipts  from  gas  and 
motor  taxes  was  spent  on  roads,  that  was 
nothing  to  worry  about.  In  Ontario, 
the  receipts  were  $10,000,000  and  the 
expenditure  on  roads  $3,000,000  or  prac- 
tically one  third  also. 

At  the  evening  session  four  new  bills 
were  introduced  by  the  Premier  and  one 
by  the  Attorney  General.  They  were 
Building  Trades  Protection  Act;  Mini- 
mum Wage  Act;  Boilers  Act;  and  In- 
dustrial Disputes  Canada  Act  and  Labor 
Disputes  Within  the  Province  Act.  Mr. 
Lymburn  introduced  the  Police  Pension 
Act. 

FRAME  MOVES  RESOLUTION 
RE  A.  &  G.  W.  RAILWAY 

J.  W.  Frame,  (Lib.),  Athabasca,  moved 
a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  event  of  the  sale  of  the  A. 
&  G.W.  insist  on  a  provision  that  it  be 
extended  from  its  present  terminus  to  the 
Athabasca  River  at  Fort  McMurray,  or  in 
the  event  of  non-disposal,  that  provision 
be  made  by  the  Government  for  the 
extension  in  1929. 

Mr.  Frame,  seconded  by  L.  A.  Giroux, 
made  a  good  appeal,  to  which  the  Min- 
ister of  Railways  replied  sympathetically. 
A.  A.  McGillivray  counselled  deferment 
of  the  resolution  until  after  the  receipt 
of  the  offer  for  the  A.  &  G.  W.,  if  any. 

The  Premier  showed  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  keeping  a  close  watch 
on  the  situation  and  said  that  if  there 
were  the  least  hope  of  immediate  develop- 
ment at  Fort  McMurray  which  would 
ensure  sufficient  business  for  the  road, 
the  extension  would  be  undertaken.  At 
the  present  time  it  would  be  cheaper  for 
the  Government  to  put  down  a  salt 
well  at  the  end  of  the  lino  and  hand  the 
same  over  to  the  salt  company  than  to 
build  the  road  round  the  bluff  to  the 
present  well.  There  was  at  present  a  good 
deposit  of  tar  sand  capable  of  develop- 
ment near  the  present  terminus.  When 
east,  he  had  come  in  touch  with  interests 
which  wanted  to  make  certain  develop- 
ments, and  the  Premier  felt  that  though 
to  make  any  announcement  just  yet 
would  be  premature  prospects  were  of 
such  a  nature  that  there  might  be  develop- 
ment in  the  very  near  future  which  would 
cause  the  extension  to  be  made  right  soon. 
He  would  not  promise  to  refuse  to  sell 
the  road  unless  an  assurance  were  given, 
but  they  would  use  every  endeavor  to 
induce  the  buyer  to  carry  out  the  project. 
They  were  going  to  introduce  a  measure 
to  permit  of  a  complete  cruise  of  the 
timber  and  spruce  around  McMurray, 
and  the  development  of  the  pulp  industry 
might  ensue.  He  advised  the  member 
to  withdraw  the  resolution,  which  Mr- 
Frame,  in  view  of  the  sympathy  shown, 
did. 


GENERAL  ROUND-UP 

In  the  early  days  of  the  World  War 
the  officer  in  charge  of  a  British  post 
deep  in  the  heart  of  Africa,  received  a 
wireless  message  from  his  chief: 

"  War  declared.  Arrest  all  enemy  aliens 
in  your  district." 

A  few  days  later  the  chief  received  this 
communication: 

"Have  arrested  seven  Germans,  three 
Belgians,  four  Spaniards,  five  Frenchmen, 
a  couple  of  Swedes,  an  Argentinian  and  an 
American.  Please  inform  me  whom  we're 
at  war  with." — Fort  William  Times-Journal. 


Assembly  Deals  With 
Estimates  of  Public 
Works  and  Railways 

Many  Demands  for  Highways  and  Market 
Roads — Amendments  to  Minimum 
Wage  Act  Considered 

TUESDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  13.— At  the 
opening  of  the  sitting  of  the  Assembly, 
Premier  Brownlee  explained  that  the  let- 
ters dealing  with  the  A.  &  G.W.  railway 
referred  to  yesterday  had  been  sent  to  the 
presidents  of  both  railway  companies  and 
not  to  only  one  as  reported  in  the  daily 
press. 

Estimates  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, income  and  capital,  were  dealt 
with,  as  were  also  those  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Railways  and  Telephones,  Rail- 
ways Branch.  Public  Works,  income 
account  was  $1,598,037.00  as  compared 
with  actual  expenditures  last  year  of 
$1,329,783.81.  Capital  account  for  this 
Department  was  $3,376,263.00  as  com- 
pared with  $2,324,515.32  actual  last  year. 

Railways  Branch  expenditures  for  cur- 
rent year  are  estimated  at  $3,333,150.50, 
as  compared  with  actual  last  year  of  $2, 
225,854.06. 

R.  H.  Parkyn,  (Lab.),  Calgary,  raised 
the  question  of  what  he  described  as 
jerry  building  when  he  referred  to  the 
addition  of  a  new  wing  at  the  Land  Titles 
Office,  Calgary.  This  building,  claimed 
the  Calgary  member,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  trade,  was  built  of  hollow  tile  covered 
with  cement,  and  was  a  poor  contrast 
with  the  balance  of  the  building,  which 
was  dressed  stone. 

The  Minister  contended  that  the  build- 
ing was  sufficiently  substantial  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  intended.  The 
financial  position  would  not  permit  the 
erection  of  an  expensive  dressed  stone 
building  when  the  type  constructed  met 
the  need  quite  well. 
DEMANDS  FOR 
HIGHWAYS  CONSTRUCTION 

When  the  estimates  for  capital  expendi- 
tures were  dealt  with  the  appropriations 
for  highway  construction  created  some 
demand  from  all  parts  of  the  Province. 
Earl  Cook,  (U.F.A.),Pincher  Creek,  was 
the  instigator  of  this  outburst.  What 
the  member  from  Pincher  Creek  asked 
for  was  the  immediate  construction  of 
a  highway  from  Pincher  to  Waterton. 
He  showed  the  Assembly  that  this  was 
not  a  mere  sectional  request  by  pointing 
out  that  tourists  from  both  east  and  west 
desired  to  visit  Waterton  Park.  Those 
coming  from  the  Crow's  Nest  on  the  Red 
Trail,  instead  of  following  the  main 
highway  in  the  circlo  around  by  Macleod, 
left  the  Red  Trail  at  Pincher  and  cut 
straight  across  to  Waterton.  The  same 
thing  happened  with  west  bound  tourists, 
.who  coming  from  the  east  through  Mac- 
leod to  Waterton  would  cut  across  from 
Waterton  back  to  the  Red  Trail  at  Pincher. 
The  traffic  on  this  account  was  so  heavy 
that  the  ordinary  dirt  road  would  not 
stand  up  under  it,  and  the  member  pressed 
very  hard  for  a  main  highway  at  tho 
earliest  moment.  This  aroused  the  other 
members  to  get  in  their  particular  de- 
mand. Chris  Pattinson,  (Lab.),  Edmon- 
tion,  wanted  the  Jasper  Highway  road 
made  passable  to  the  Park  Gates.  L. 
Peterson,  (U.F.A.),  Taber,  wanted  thfi 
sunshine  and  red  trails  fixed  up.  A.  M 
Matheson,  (U.F.A.)  Vegreville,  wanted 
the  road  from  Tofield  to  Viking.  A. 
Smeaton,   (Lab.),   Lethbridge,   took  up 
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the  plea  for  the  roads  south  of  Leth- 

bridge.  W.  M.  Washburn,  (U.F.A.) 
Stony  Plain,  wanted  the  roads  all  fixed 
up  so  that  tourists  would  see  the  "best 
part  of  the  Province"  instead  of  carrying 
away  a  wrong  impression  on  account  of 
being  confined  to  the  dry  area.  Gordon 
Forster,  (U.F.A.),  Hand  Hills,  thought 
the  whole  thing  should  be  left  in  the  h  inds 
of  the  Minister,  who  no  doubt  knew  all 
about  the  conditions  of  all  the  roads. 

All  the  discussion  was  productive  of  a 
good  statement  from  the  Minister  which 
cleared  up  the  policy  of  the  Department 
with  regard  to  future  development.  He 
also  promised  Mr.  Shaw  a  statement 
of  the  amounts  earned  or  to  be  earned 
as  well  as  amounts  in  arrears  of  the  Dom- 
inion subvention.  Incidentally,  he  answer- 
ed Mr.  Webster's  remarks  yesterday  as 
to  the  amounts  last  year  for  road  work 
and  the  incomes  last  year  from  the  two 
sources  so  frequently  referred  to. 

THE  JASPER 
PARK  HIGHWAY 

Beginning  with  the  demand  for  the 
Jasper  Highway,  Mr.  McPherson  answer- 
ed Mr.  Pattinson  by  saying  that  if  he 
wanted  a  first  class  highway  it  would  cost 
a  lot  of  money,  but  if  the  people  would  be 
content  at  present  with  a  passable  grade, 
it  would  not  be  so  very  expensive.  There 
had  been  many  factors  beyond  the  con- 
trol of  the  Department,  for  instance  a 
good  many  miles  of  the  road  at  present 
were  along  the  disused  portion  of  the 
old  C.N.R.  grade.  The  Department 
had  tried  to  lease  this  grade  so  as  to  do 
some  permanent  work,  but  the  terms 
asked  by  the  C.N.R.  had  not  been  ac- 
ceptable. The  railway  wanted  the  grade 
replaced  in  its  original  form  on  six 
months'  notice,  besides  asking  the  Gov- 
ernment to  pay  depreciation  on  improve- 
ments. As  the  grade  was  a  railway  one 
and  was  too  high  in  many  spots  it  neces- 
sitated its  being  levelled  and  to  replace 
that  at  six  months'  notice  was  impractic- 
able. The  Government  only  used  the 
grade  on  sufferance,  and  were  really  tres- 
passers. The  railways  were  considering 
the  removal  of  steel  from  other  portions 
of  the  road,  and  if  the  Government 
could  only  secure  some  sort  of  agreement 
that  was  secure  it  would  not  cost  such  a 
great  deal  to  connect  up  the  road  to 
the  Park  Gates.  Possibly  it  could  be 
done  this  year. 

In  order  to  set  minds  at  rest,  Mr. 
McPherson  said  the  Government  was 
desirous  of  opening  up  the  road,  but  in 
view  of  the  conditions  and  the  lack  of 
assurance  to  date  and  because  of  the 
urgent  need  of  expenditures  on  other 
roads,  it  had  been  deemed  wise  to  wait 
until  a  better  agreement  could  be  ob- 
tained. It  would  cost  a  million  to  make 
a  gravelled  road  but  a  passable  road 
on  which  the  adventurous  could  travel 
could  be  reasonably  made. 

Donald  Cameron,  (U.F.A.),  Innisfail, 
wanted  greater  expenditures  for  market 
roads.  These  were  more  important  in 
his  eyes  that  the  highways.  Mr.  Mc- 
Pherson replied  that  most  people  were 
of  one  mind  with  regard  to  roads,  they 
all  wanted  more  and  better.  $650,000 
would  be  spent  on  market  roads.  The 
location  of  roads,  however,  and  the  ex- 
tent of  work  done,  were  largely  matters 
of  good  judgment,  and  he  warned  against 
the  adoption  of  sectional  viewpoints 
which  would  retard  good  progress. 

The  policy  of  the  Department  was  to 
fill  up  all  gaps  on  the  highway  system 
as  quickly  as  possible,  and  also  to  con- 
centrate reconditioning  on  the  unim- 
proved   parts   of    the   hiuhwavs  That 


would  be  the  determining  feature  of  the 
building  programme. 

ANSWER  TO 

WEBSTER'S  QUESTIONS. 

Answering  George  H.  Webster's  ques- 
tions of  yesterday  with  regard  to  the 
amounts  estimated  for  1928-29  for  roads, 
bridges  and  ferries,  the  Minister  made 
the  following  statement: 

Roads,  appropriation  for  actual  work, 
$720,000.00;  interest  on  past,  $520,338.12, 
exclusive  of  $61,048.89  subvention  in- 
terest: sinking  fund,  $209,764.08;  Bridges, 
actual  work,  $60,000.00;  interest  on  past, 
$436^919.76;  sinking  fund,  $41,470.85; 
Ferries,  actual  work,  $55,000.00;  interest 
on  past,  $15,571.85;  sinking  fund,  $1,- 
345.45. 

Estimated  revenue  from  motor  vehicles, 
$1,498,500.00,  less  collection  expenses  of 
$31,475.00;  Gasoline  vendors'  tax  act, 
$850,000.00,  less  collection  expense,  of 
$21,000.00;  a  total  of  $2,348,500.00,  less 
collection  expense,  $52,475.00. 

VERY  NEAR  TO 
FIGURE  ADVOCATED 

These  figures  show,  therefore,  that  the 
sum  of  $2,060,410. 11  would  be  expended 
on  roads  and  bridges  and  ferries;  while 
the  amounts  received  from  taxes  would 
be  $2,296,025.00,  this  coming  very  near 
to  the  ten  per  cent  to  general  fund  which 
had  been  advocated  by  Mr.  Webster. 

The  purchase  of  a  quarter  section  of 
land  as  shown  on  the  estimates  was  ex- 
plained by  the  Minister  to  be  on  account 
of  the  future  development  of  the  north. 
This  land  was  located  adjoining  that  of 
Herman  Trelle,  and  the  Government 
leased  the  land  on  generous  terms  to 
Mr.  Trelle  on  account  of  the  work  done 
for  the  Province.  If  the  time  came  to 
furnish  the  services  to  the  north  which 
had  been  furnished  older  parts  of  the 
Province  in  the  way  of  experimental 
work,  the  land  would  be  available  for  that 
purpose,  as  the  title  remains  in  the  gov- 
ernment. 

Railway  and  telephone  estimates  were 
passed  through  committee.  Mr.  Parkyn 
stood  on  guard  against  small  salaries, 
raising  his  voice  in  protest. 

Estimates  for  the  Treasury  Depart- 
mant,  income  account,  were  $237,925.50; 
amount  expended  last  year,  $227,513.84. 
Capital  estimates,  for  current  year, 
$101,700.00.  Actual  capital  expendi- 
tures last  year,  $178,700.00. 

Telephones  branch  estimates  for  1928- 
9,  $3,442,331.00;  and  capital  $650,000.00. 

LICENSING  OF 
DRIVURSELF  TAXIS 

At  the  evening  sitting  W.  W.  Prevey 
wanted  to  have  some  provision  made 
for  licensing  of  drivurself  taxis.  At  the 
present  time  neither  the  owner  nor  the 
driver  were  under  any  responsibility. 
Mr.  Prevey  thought  this  form  of  auto 
service  the  most  dangerous  of  any,  as 
many  of  the  hirers  were  mere  boys  or 
often  intoxicated  men. 

Mr.  McPherson  and  the  Premier  both 
pointed  out  that  the  cities  already  pos- 
sessed powers  to  tax  or  license  such,  or 
to  utilize  some  system  of  regulation. 
Nevertheless,  if  Mr.  Prevey  insisted  that 
it  should  be  a  Provincial  responsibility 
they  were  prepared  to  accede  to  the 
wishes  of  the  member  and  stand  the 
Vehicles  and  Highways  Bill  over  to 
committee  for  consideration.  This  was 
done. 

The  Assembly  resumed  the  estimates, 
an  hour  or  so  being  spent  on  an  argu- 
ment over  the  issue  of  special  warrants. 
These  came  to  the  fore  when  the  sup- 
plementary estimates  were  considered. 
An  item  of  $293,941.11   on  income  ac- 


count and  $5,630,982.31  on  capital 
roused  the  curiosity  of  Joseph  T.  Shaw. 
He  read  from  the  Treasury  Act  certain 
provisions  which  he  claimed  made  this 
form  of  meeting  expenditure  applicable 
to  urgent,  emergent  and  immediate  cases. 
He  was  informed  that  while  amounts 
had  been  appropriated  by  special  war- 
rant it  did  not  follow  that  these  amounts 
would  be  spent  in  full.  In  fact  some 
branches  would  underspend,  with  the 
result  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  would 
likely  be  found  that  the  underspending 
branches  almost  offset  the  overspent. 

Asked  to  lay  the  statement  of  amounts 
of  special  warrant  already  spent  as  well 
as  the  amount  appropriated  on  the  table, 
Mr.  Reid  pointed  out  that  this  could  not 
be  done,  as  the  fiscal  year  did  not  close 
until  the  end  of  March.  The  fact  of  the 
change  in  the  fiscal  year  was  largely 
responsible  for  the  difficulty  of  estimat- 
ing for  all  needs. 

MATTER  NOT 
CONSIDERED  FAIRLY 

Mr.  Brownlee  regretted  that  this 
question  had  not  been  considered  fairly. 
To  make  general  statements  creative 
of  the  inference  that  the  Government 
was  wrongfully  appropriating  monies 
through  the  issue  of  warrants  was  not 
a  proper  course.  The  only  fair  way 
to  deal  with  this  was  to  take  the  state- 
ment presented  in  the  public  accounts 
showing  every  dollar  spent  and  itemising 
each  authorization  and  for  what  purpose. 
//  the  examination  revealed  one  item 
wrongfully  or  unwisely  spent  that  would 
be  a  basis  for  a  proper  charge  against 
the  Government,  but  as  there  had  been  no 
challenge  on  that  score  the  Premier  was 
annoyed  that  members  should  make  general 
statements  which  could  only  create  distrust 
in  the  public  mind. 

It  was  absolutely  impossible  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  expenditures  increased 
from  year  to  year  in  a  forward  moving 
Province,  to  foretell  just  what  new  dev- 
elopments would  arise  or  what  unforeseen 
circumstances  would  necessitate  expense 
not  provided  by  the  regular  estimates. 

The  supplementary  estimates  were 
passed. 

Edmonton  Normal  School  vote  this 
year  for  construction  amounted  to  $200,- 
000.  It  will  require  another  $200,000 
to  complete  it.  Calgary  Normal  and  the 
Institute  of  Technology  will  have  some 
additional  buildings  notably  a  new  wing 
and  workshop. 

Telephone  development  work  includes 
buildings  at  Calgary,  High  River,  Blair- 
more,  Vermilion,  and  several  extensions 
and  additions  to  buildings  already  exist- 
ing. Calgary  will  have  a  new  automatic 
exchange,  and  at  a  number  of  points 
there  will  be  additions  to  control  office 
equipment. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  MINIMUM 
WAGE  ACT 

New  bills  and  bill  amendments  were 
also  dealt  with.  Amendments  to  the 
Minimum  Wage  Bill  make  provision  for 
the  application  of  the  act  to  colleges 
where  instruction  is  given  and  at  the 
same  time  the  work  of  the  student  is 
revenue  producing.  Another  provides 
for  suspension  of  the  act  in  cases  where 
an  expert  in  one  branch  can  be  transferred 
to  another  branch  at  a  reduced  rate  of 
wage.  This  was  illustrated  by  Mr. 
White  in  this  way;  in  a  certain  garment 
works  an  expert  on  mackinaws  receiving 
good  wages  is  about  to  be  laid  off  be- 
cause the  demand  for  mackinaws  has 
fallen  off.  The  management  not  wishing 
to  lay  this  worker  off,  can  transfer  her 
to  another  department  where  she  is  not 
vet  adept.    An  application  to  the  proper 
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source  secures  a  permit  to  let  this  worker 
itay  on  in  the  work  at  a  reduced  wage 
while  learning. 

A  bill  to  amend  the  Building  Trades 
Protection  Act  transfers  inspection  work 
to  the  Province,  presumably  through  the 
labor  bureau,  thus  taking  this  work  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  municipality. 

It  also  makes  the  Provincial  statute  the 
supreme  authority  when  a  conflict  arises 
between  the  regulations  and  a  municipal 
by-law. 

The  municipal  ordinance  was  amended 
to  allow  the  town  of  Cardston  to  add 
penalties  for  non-payment  of  taxes  in  a 
similar  fashion  to  other  towns. 

An  amendment  to  the  Police  Pensions 
Act  permits  the  investment  of  the  police 
fund  in  debentures  guaranteed  by  the 
Province  or  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

Lethbridge  city  charter  was  put  through 
committee  practically  holus  bolus,  the 
only  stand  off  being  as  to  whether  another 
vote  of  the  burgesses  should  be  taken 
before  ;t  becomes  operative.  To  settle 
that  point  the  bill  was  held  over. 
 o  

Labor  Votes  With  the 
U.F.A.  on  Resolution 
re  System  of  Voting 

Resolution  Defeated  by  10  Votes  to  43 — 
Liberals  and  Tories  Vote  Together — 
Government's   Position  le 
Provincial  Police 

WEDNESDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  14.— Alberta's 
estimates  were  wound  up  today  imme- 
diately after  the  Premier  had  made  his 
statement  with  regard  to  the  Provincial 
Police.  The  balance  of  the  day  was 
spent  on  two  resolutions,  one  by  A.  A. 
McGillivray  asking  the  Government  to 
bring  in  a  system  of  voting  which  would 
be  on  the  same  basis  in  the  city  as  in  the 
country.  This  resolution  came  to  a 
division,  being  rejected  10  votes  to  43, 
Labor- voting  with  the  Government  and 
the  Liberals  voting  with  the  Conserva- 
tives. The  second  resolution  introduced 
by  Col.  Weaver,  (Cons.),  Edmonton, 
asking  for  the  Government's  assistance 
toward  the  education  of  the  children  of 
deceased  returned  men,  was  under  debate 
at  closing  time,  the  debate  being  ad- 
journed by  George  Hoadley. 

Before  consideration  of  the  estimate  of 
1429,606  for  the  Provincial  Police,  Pre- 
mier Brownlee  gave  the  Assembly  the 
statement  promised  previously.  Consoli- 
dation with  the  Dominion  had  been  dis- 
cussed for  many  years,  the  demand  at 
first  taking  the  course  that  as  the  Prov- 
ince had  the  major  force  the  Dominion 
should  give  up  their  unit  and  by  paying 
the  Province  a  subsidy  have  the  Province 
undertake  the  work  of  the  Dominion  police 
interests  in  the  Province.  The  Provincial 
force  had  been  built  up  until  the  cost 
estimated  this  year  was  $429,606,  to 
which  must  be  added  certain  estimates 
for  the  upkeep  of  buildings  under  the 
Public  Works  Department.  There  were 
yet  again  some  charges  for  the  liquor  en- 
forcement squad.  At  the  same  time  the 
Dominion  maintained  a  force. 

RESPECTIVE  DUTIES 
OF  THE  TWO  FORCES 

The  duties  of  the  Dominion  force  were 
largely  connected  with  matters  under  the 
Inland  Revenue  Act — post  office,  customs, 
and  the  investigation  of  appl.catj.ons  for 
naturalisation,  that  is,  with  regard  to  the 
position  anr)  fitnpoo  of  thfi  applicant  Th*» 


duties  of  the  Provincial  force  covered  the 
whole  field  of  administration  of  Provincial 
laws,  the  preservation  of  law  and  order, 
and  the  supervision  of  the  Canadian 
cr.minal  code.  This  was  the  major  re- 
sponsibility in  any  Province.  Besides 
this  there  was  the  function  of  liquor 
administration  and  enforcement. 

To  a  former  Minister  of  Justice,  it  had 
been  suggested  that  as  the  Provincial 
Police  performed  the  major  functions, 
the  Dominion  should  surrender  their 
minor  functions  to  the  Province,  but  the 
Minister  refused  to  consider  it,  advancing 
good  reasons  why  this  could  not  be 
done.  The  Premier  had  broached  the  sub- 
ject at  the  recent  Dominion  Conference, 
but  none  of  the  other  Provinces  save 
Saskatchewan  were  in  any  way  interested. 
Saskatchewan  and  Alberta  agreed  to  make 
it  a  subject  for  further  conference. 

In  view  of  the  Dominion's  refusal  to 
give  up  their  force,  and  the  suggestion  of 
the  Minister  of  Justice  that  they  were 

f>repared  to  take  over  the  Provincial  po- 
ice  duties  on  payment  of  a  subsidy  by  the 
Province  to  the  Dominion,  a  survey  of 
the  situation  was  made  by  Commissioner 
Starnes  of  the  R.C.M.P.  The  Premier, 
just  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  session, 
received  a  memorandum  together  with  a 
copy  of  the  memo  for  Saskatchewan.  The 
Premier  read  this  memo.  Saskatchewan 
would  have  a  force  of  220  men  and  would 
pay  the  Dominion  the  sum  of  $184,161.75, 
while  Alberta  would  have  a  force  of  201 
men  and  would  require  to  pay  the  Do- 
minion the  sum  of  $219,794.10. 

The  Premier  thought  that  in  view  of 
the  similarity  of  the  Province  with  that 
of  Saskatchewan,  the  discrepancy  was 
too  great,  so  he  had  written  again  to  the 
Minister  of  Justice,  and  the  following 
explanation  was  given,  over  the  signature 
of  Commissioner  Starnes: 

COMMISSIONER  STARNES' 
EXPLANATION 

"The  difficulty  which  has  presented 
itself  to  you  in  this  matter  has  no  doubt 
arisen  through  the  number  of  men  men- 
tioned in  the  tentative  agreement  with 
Saskatchewan,  which  was  quoted  a  mini- 
mum of  220  men.  This  number,  of  course, 
includes  the  recruiting  depot 

"In  explanation  of  the  figures  quoted 
to  the  Province  of  Saskatchewan  and 
those  quoted  to  Alberta,  the  same  basis 
was  proposed,  the  difference  lies  in  the 
number  of  men  which  would  have  to  be 
provided  for  in  Alberta. 

"In  making  the  tentative  proposal  to 
Saskatchewan,  we  estimated  for  75  addi- 
tional men  at  an  average  cost  of  $2375.49 
each,  which  works  out  at  $178,161  75, 
plus  $6000,  which  was  considered  a  pro 
rata  cost  of  the  upkeep  of  the  depot, 
making  a  grand  total  of  $184,161.75  for 
Saskatchewan. 

"By  mutual  agreement  during  discus- 
sion this  grand  total  was  reduced  to 
$175,000  the  $6000  pro  rata  upkeep  and 
several  small  items  has  therefore  been 
taken  off. 

"In  giving  you  figures  for  Alberta  I 
made  the  same  basis  of  cost  as  in  the  case 
of  Saskatchewan.  In  your  Province, 
however,  instead  of  providing  for  75 
additional  men,  it  is  estimated  we  will 
have  to  provide  for  an  additional  90  men 
at  an  additional  cost  of  $2375.49  each, 
which  works  out  at  a  total  of  $213,794.10. 
In  this  instance  also  we  had  added  the 
pro  rata  cost  of  the  depot,  making  a 
grand  total  of  $219,794.10,  or  in  round 
figures,  $220,000. 

"This  is  a  tentative  figure  arrived  at 
in  the  same  manner  as  for  th*  Province  of 
Saskatchewan 


"If  in  the  final  discussions  we  omit  the 
pro  rata  cost  and  other  small  matters  as 
we  did  in  the  case  of  Saskatchewan,  the 
cost  to  Alberta  would  be  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  $210,000. 

"In  other  words,  the  R.C.M.P.  will 
require  to  provide  for  15  more  men  in 

§ dicing  in  Alberta  than  they  will  in 
askatchewan  at  an  average  cost  of 
$2375.49  per  man.  This  works  out  at  an 
extra  cost  to  Alberta  of  $35,632.35,  which 
added  to  the  $175,000  agreed  to  for 
Saskatchewan  brings  it  in  round  figures 
to  $210,000." 

That,  said  the  Premier,  explained  the 
higher  subsidy  which  Alberta  was  asked 
to  pay.  Dealing  with  the  question  of 
cost,  Mr.  Brownlee  said  the  only  basis 
for  comparison  was  the  figures  given  in 
the  estimates.  In  addition  to  the  $210,- 
000  subsidy,  the  Province  would  have  to 
turn  over  the  buildings  and  barracks,  and 
would  probably  have  to  maintain  its  own 
liquor  squad,  so  that  there  would  be  no 
saving  along  these  lines.  Maintenance  of 
the  buildings  would  also  fall  on  the  Prov- 
ince. These  would  be  rented  to  the 
officers  as  is  done  at  present. 

Value  of  control 
over  force 

What  were  the  things  to  take  into 
consideration  ?  Without  exaggeration  the 
vital  question  was  the  value  of  control 
over  their  own  force.  He  would  be  the 
last  man  to  minimise  the  value  of  the 
R.C.M.P.  in  the  early  days,  and  through- 
out the  Province  the  old  glamor  remained 
in  the  attitude  toward  the  force.  Never- 
theless, it  was  only  fair  to  point  out  the 
big  difference  between  the  force  of  today 
and  that  of  the  early  days  of  the  Province. 
It  could  not  be  denied  that  for  many 
years  the  R.C.M.P.  had  not  been  engaged 
in  actual  police  work.  Their  men  had 
gone  overseas  in  war  time,  and  on  return 
had  joined  up  with  the  Provincial  units. 
The  men  now  on  the  roll  would  have  to 
be  retrained  to  police  work.  Also  the 
nature  of  police  duty  had  changed  greatly 
owing  to  the  advent  of  the  automobile. 

Coming  back  to  oosts.  If  the  Province 
retained  its  force,  it  was  expected  that  in 
the  near  future  there  would  be  a  merging 
of  the  liquor  squad  with  the  Provincial 
police.  It  was  also  going  to  undertake 
certain  inspection  duties.  These  changes 
would  mean  a  considerable  saving,  and 
this  would  have  to  be  considered,  when 
comparing  what  savings  in  the  ultimate 
would  be.  The  Premier  contended  that 
Premier  Gardiner  was  finding  difficulties, 
and  that  it  was  necessary  to  go  in  person, 
with  the  Attorney  General,  to  Ottawa  to 
smooth  these  out. 

Alberta's  problem  was  different  from 
that  of  Saskatchewan.  The  latter  was 
mostly  rural,  the  topography  was  differ- 
ent, and  Alberta  had  more  varied  forms 
of  living,  lu  the  coal  mining  centres,  for 
instance,  there  was  the  occasional  indus- 
trial strike.  From  past  experience  the 
Premier  said  he  preferred  that  if  the  good 
feeling  so  necessary  during  a  strike  was 
to  be  obtained,  it  was  essential  that  con- 
trol should  be  right  at  hand  where  the 
officers  could  sit  down  with  the  Depart- 
ment and  discuss  the  situation  rather 
than  that  this  control  should  be  in  8 
department  2000  miles  away. 

The  Premier  summed  up  the  situation, 
stressing  again  the  question  of  control, 
and  saying  that  in  Saskatchewan  the 
Government  had,  pending  completion  of 
negotiations,  introduced  an  amendment 
to  the  Interpretations  Act  to  the  effect 
that  whenever  reference  to  the  Saskatche- 
wan Police  was  made  it  should  be  taken  as 
including  the  R.C.M.P.  This  so  that  the 
Onvarnment  could  complete  agreement  if 
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desired.  He  would  be  prepared  to  bring 
in  a  similar  measure  if  the  Assembly 
wished. 

In  the  meantime  the  Government 
maintained  an  open  mind  in  regard  to 
the  matter. 

Several  questions  were  asked.  Mr. 
McGillivray  wanted  to  know  if  there 
would  be  any  difference  in  the  remunera- 
tion of  the  officers.  Mr.  Brownlee  did 
not  think  so.  It  would  remain  practically 
the  same.  What  provisions  were  made 
for  superannuation  or  retirement  he  did 
not  know. 

Lucien  Boudreau  (Lib.),  St.  Albert, 
complimented  the  government  on  its 
decision  to  merge  the  liquor  squad  with 
the  Provincial  Police.  This  must  have 
been  due  to  Mr.  Boudreau's  insistent 
demand,  he  thought.  The  Premier  laugh- 
ingly said  he  was  glad  his  friend  flattered 
himself. 

P.  M.  Christophers  (Lab.),  Rocky 
Mountain,  was  the  first  to  come  right  out 
in  opposition  to  Dominion  control.  He 
woula  have  none  of  any  amendment  which 
would  give  the  Government  power  to 
consummate  any  agreement.  He  wanted 
the  matter  decided  by  the  Assembly,  and 
he  assured  them  of  Labor's  opposition 
to  the  R.C.M.P.  After  what  had  trans- 
pired in  1918-19-20  he  had  no  use  for 
that  body. 

ARBITRARY  ACTION  AND 
LACK  OF  COURTESY 

R.  H.  Parkyn  (Labor),  Calgary,  gave  a 
rather  humorous  account  of  the  night 
when  without  invitation  the  R.C.M.P. 
had  entered  his  home  and  taken  away  a 
large  portion  of  his  library  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  the  covers  of  some  of 
the  books  were  red.  Not  only  that,  but 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  these  books  were 
not  banned,  and  were  the  output  of 
recognised  scientific  writers,  the  police 
had  not  had  the  politeness  to  return  them 
up  to  this  day.  He  had  antipathy  to  the 
force. 

A.  A.  McGillivray  did  not  think  the 
House  should  give  carte  blanche  to  the 
Government  to  consummate  any  agree- 
ment. He  made  a  charge  of  undue  delay, 
claiming  that  there  had  been  lots  of  time 
since  January  to  have  something  concrete 
to  offer. 

The  argument  that  had  been  advanced 
for  refusal  of  pensions  to  the  aged  had 
been  the  lack  of  funds.  Here  was  an 
opportunity  to  save  an  amount  which 
would  go  a  long  way  to  provide  pensions. 
He  could  well  see  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ment for  local  autonomy,  and  that  that 
might  exceed  the  urge  to  save.  On  that 
point  he  could  not  judge  until  the  whole 
process  of  negotiations  were  laid  before 
them. 

One  important  feature,  in  Mr.  Mc- 
Gillivray's opinion,  was  the  care  that 
should  be  exercised  to  see  that  the  re- 
muneration of  the  men  was  protected. 
Many  of  these  men  had  been  a  long  time 
with  the  force,  had  married  and  raised 
families.  He  had  been  told  that  the 
Dominion  force  only  received  $60  per 
month  as  against  $140  paid  by  the 
Province. 

Mr.  McGillivray  was  not  going  to  be 
a  party  to  any  blanket  legislation  giving 
powers  to  make  a  permanent  agreement 
without  consideration  by  the  Assembly 
LABOR  BELIEVES  IN 
CONTROL  AT  HOME 

F.  J.  White,  (Lab.),  Calgary,  endorsed 
the  stand  of  the  member  from  Rocky 
Mountain.  The  situation  was  serious 
so  far  as  Labor  was  concerned.  He  in- 
sisted that  in  the  case  of  strikes  it  was 
absolutely  imperative  to  have  the  control 
of  the  police  right  at  home.    Mr.  White, 


in  reply  to  Mr.  Shaw,  said  that  Labor  did 
not  consider  any  police  force  fair  in  strike 
time,  not  even  municipal.  He  preferred 
delay  till  next  session  so  that  the  Legis- 
lature itself  would  discuss  the  situation. 

J.  T.  Shaw,  (Liberal  Leader),  regretted 
that  the  proposal  had  not  passed  the  stage 
of  negotiation.  He  did  not  think  it  worth 
while  to  assess  blame,  if  blame  there  was, 
for  delay.  The  possible  saving  of  $200,- 
000  a  year  was  a  big  thing.  Here  the 
Premier  pointed  out  that  it  would  not  be 
that  much.  Up  until  the  war  years  there 
had  been  no  complaints  against  the 
Mounties.  He  also  thought  that  the 
matter  of  control  was  a  primary  issue 
and  that  whatever  course  led  to  efficiency 
and  economy  should  be  the  one  adopted. 

FORCE  REFLECTS 
CHARACTER  OF  GOVERNMENT 

The  Attorney  General  said  that  while 
the  $200,000  odd  which  might  be  a  sav- 
ing was  a  consideration  there  were  other 
things  on  which  no  monetary  value  could 
be  placed.  The  Liberal  leader  had  gone 
on  record  twice  that  session  to  the  effect 
that  he  wanted  to  be  able  to  point  his 
finger  to  some  one  in  that  Assembly  upon 
whom  responsibility  could  be  laid.  Mr. 
Shaw  said  that  was  in  connection  with 
weeds.  The  Attorney  General  said  the 
principle  of  responsibility  was  the  same. 
He  was  sure  that  the  police  force  would 
always  reflect  the  mind  and  attitude, 
the  standards  and  character  of  the 
Government  under  whom  they  operated. 
While  he  still  had  an  open  mind  until 
they  had  definite  assurance  that  the 
Provincial  Government  had  sufficient 
guarantees  that  control  would  be  at  least 
prominently  a  Provincial  feature,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  barter  on  a  mere  mone- 
tary basi«. 

L.  A.  Giroux  (Lib.),  Grouard,  discussed 
the  personnel.  He  had  every  confidence 
that  the  commanding  officers  of  the  force 
would  be  men  of  integrity  and  good  judg- 
ment. The  Dominion  could  not  afford  to 
appoint  anything  less  than  that,  as  the 
body  of  public  opinion  would  not  long 
stand  for  it. 

The  Premier  summed  up  the  argument. 
With  regard  to  Mr.  McGillivray's  remark 
about  the  pay  of  the  two  forces,  he  said 
there  was  only  the  difference  of  a  hundred 
or  so  a  year;  he  gave  the  figures,  which 
are: 

Saskatchewan — Average  maintenance 
per  man  per  annum,  $1199.67.  Pay  and 
elothing  per  man  with  clothing  rated 
$100  per  man,  $1,032.77,  a  total  of 
$2232.44.  Added  to  this  average  rail- 
way transport,  $143.05.    Total  $2375.49. 

Alberta  Provincial  Police  —  Salary, 
$1705.55.  Other  expenses,  $686.81.  To- 
tal, $2,392.36. 

BASIS  OF 
COMPUTATION 

The  Premier  also  quoted  the  original 
terms  and  the  basis  of  computation.  The 
figures  are  based  on  absorbing  a  strength 
of  90  members  of  the  A. P.P.;  also  85 
detachments  thereof  established  at  points 
other  than  those  of  present  R.C.M.P. 
police  detachments.  85  men  comprising 
85  A. P.P.  detachments  absorbed  at 
$2,232.44  per  man  amounts  to  $189,757.40. 
5  men  absorbed  as  surplus  against  un- 
forseen  requirements  at  $2,232.44  per 
annum  equals  $11,162.20. 

Approximate  railway  transport  of  90 
men  at  $143.05  per  man  per  annum 
amounts  to  $12,874.50. 

Pro  rata  cost  of  upkeep  depot  division, 
Regina.  $6,000. 

Total  of  $219,794.10. 

The  question  then  dropped  and  the 
estimate  was  accepted.    Total  estimates 


amounting  to  $25,209,521.70  were  finally 
passed.  Income  is  responsible  for  $16,- 
704,590.70  and  capital  for  $8,504,930.37. 

MCGILLIVRAY  MOVES 
HIS  RESOLUTION 

Mr.  McGillivray  next  moved  his  reso- 
lution on  electoral  representation.  He 
did  something  unusual.  He  introduced  his 
resolution  in  a  brief  mild  speech,  reserving 
his  fireworks  until  the  closing  of  the  de- 
bate. His  main  argument  was  that  the 
present  system  was  unfair  in  that  it 
preserved  the  rights  of  minorities  in  the 
cities  but  denied  such  to  minorities  in 
the  country.  He  outlined  three  ideas. 
(1)  The  application  of  proportional  repre- 
sentation to  larger  rural  units;  this 
by  the  creation  of  multi-member  constitu- 
encies. (2)  The  application  of  the  prefer- 
erential  ballot  in  the  cities,  without  pro- 
portional representation;  this  by  the 
creation  of  single  member  seats.  And 
last,  the  reversion  to  the  old  method, 
whereby  each  voter  balloted  for  as  many 
candidates  as  there  were  seats. 

The  Government  no  doubt  had  its 
mind  made  up  as  to  the  system  which 
was  best  for  the  Province.  If  P.R.  were 
the  Government's  choice  let  it  be  applied 
universally.  If  any  other  system  were  its 
choice,  ditto,  ditto.  But  let  the  Govern- 
ment assume  complete  responsibility. 
This  was  a  government's  function.  The 
reason  why  Mr.  McGillivray  refused  to 
lay  down  any  specific  plan  was  because 
the  Government  would  immediately  reject 
it  for  petty  political  reasons, 

UNIVERSAL  ADOPTION  OF  P.R. 
CONSIDERED  INADVISABLE 

The  Premier  then  spoke.  He  did  not 
think  the  Government  had  rejected  Mr. 
McGillivray's  motion  last  year  because  of 
opposition  to  any  of  its  phases  but  rather 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  premature. 
Accepting  the  dictum  that  P.R.  was  an 
equitable  system,  it  had  been  referred  to 
experts,  who  unanimously  contended  that 
in  a  Province  so  great  and  so  diverse  in 
character  that  P.R.  could  not  be  uni- 
versally adopted.  Anyway,  the  question 
was  one  which  should  be  linked  with  a 
survey  of  redistribution.  Mr.  Brownlee 
chided  the  leader  because  he  had  dodged 
the  issue,  which  lay  in  the  giving  ot  a 
mandate  on  which  to  work.  He  wondered 
if  the  member  would  be  satisfied  with 
any  scheme  the  Government  brought 
down  in  compliance  with  the  resolution. 

Jos.  T.  Shaw,  said  the  mandate  was 
clear.  It  was  to  bring  down  a  uniform 
system.  The  initial  stages  of  a  Legis- 
lature and  not  the  last  year  were  the 
logical  time  to  discuss  questions  affecting 
electoral  status. 

Mr.  Hoadley  contended  that  the  two 
questions,  of  redistribution  and  balloting, 
could  not  be  separated. 

WHITE  OPPOSES 
RESOLUTION 

Fred  J.  White  intimated  that  Labor  was 
decidedly  in  favor  of  P.R.  There  was 
no  doubt  about  that.  As  a  member  of 
the  redistribution  committee  he  was  con- 
vinced from  the  presentations  to  the  com- 
mittee that  P.R.  was  not  capable  of  uni- 
versal application  throughout  the  Province. 
He  did  not  think  that  they  should  start 
too  early  to  redistribute  the  Province, 
entailing  as  it  might  the  elimination  of 
seats.  At  the  same  time  there  should  be 
sufficient  interval  to  allow  the  elector 
to  become  familiarized  witM  the  new 
boundaries.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
resolution. 

Closing  the  debate,  Mr.  McGillivray 
discussed  the  mandate.  He  thought  the 
Premier  sidestepping  when  he  argued  that 
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there  was  no  mandate.  The  Medicine 
Hat  by-election  was  not  a  consideration 
in  his  presentation  of  the  resolution. 
His  last  word  on  the  subject  was  that 
this  Government  had  initiated  a  system 
which,  in  the  cities,  elected  a  minority 
which  would  feebly  echo  the  will  of  this 
Government,  but  which  in  the  rural 
parts  stifled  the  political  expression  of 
minorities  opposed  to  it. 
The  resolution  was  lost. 

EDUCATION  OF 

EX  SOLDIERS'  CHILDREN 

Col.  Weaver,  (Cons.),  Edmonton,  in- 
troducing a  resolution  for  the  education  of 
disabled  or  deceased  ex-soldiers'  children, 
said  the  Province  was  in  the  distressing 
position  of  having  only  four  Conservative 
representatives  in  the  Assembly,  and 
while  he  had  no  recollection  of  the  Go v- 
ernment's  acceptance  of  any  suggestions 
from  that  side  of  the  house,  he  hoped  the 
resolution  would  be  treated  on  its 
merits. 

Mr.  Weaver  went  on  to  say  that  some 
people  believed  ex-service  men  were 
unreliable  and  unsteady.  Well,  some  of 
them  might  be  that,  he  submitted,  if 
that  was  so  they  were  the  sufferers,  as 
their  employment  was  unsteady;  and  if 
that  was  so,  if  they  were  any  different 
from  those  who  did  not  serve,  it  was 
owing  to  the  experiences,  physical  and 
mental,,  which  they  had  undergone.  The 
human  body  was  like  a  piece  of  elastic — 
if  overstrained  too  much  it  lost  its  virtue 
and  power  of  recovery. 

Many  men  were  discharged  A-l,  some 
really  believing  they  were  A-l,  others 
merely  wanted  to  return  to  civil  life  as 
expeditiously  and  with  as  little  fuss  as 
possible;  shock  sometimes  does  not  dis- 
close its  effects  until  reaction  from  stimu- 
lation has  had  time  to  set  in. 

Under  the  Pensions  Act  the  wife  of  a 
private  killed  in  action  received  $60.00: 
and  for  first  child,  $15.00;  and  for  second 
child,  $12.00;  and  for  third  child,  $10.00; 
a  total  of  $97.00.  He  contended  that  a 
widow  with  three  children  could  not 
pay  rent,  clothe,  feed,  provide  medical 
attention  and  educate  them  on  $97  per 
month.  It  was  also  impossible  to  give 
them  the  advantage  of  high  school  training. 

Mr.  Weaver  reviewed  the  situation  in 
other  Provinces.  Ontario  had  had  a 
soldiers'  aid  commission  with  very  wide 
powers  for  dealing  with  the  affairs  of 
ex-service  men,  and  also  the  conduct  of 
an  employment  bureau.  Grants  amount- 
ing to  $1,200,000  for  various  purposes  had 
been  made.  $800,000  of  this  had  been 
repaid-.  The  member,  in  reply  to  the 
Premier,  did  not  know  how  much  of  this 
was  for  the  education  of  children  as  asked 
by  the  resolution.  He  did  know  that  the 
commission  had  become  the  legal  guar- 
dian of  584  ex-soldiers'  children,  all  but 
80  of  whom  had  been  placed  in  foster 
homes.  The  commission  had  been  dis- 
continued; in  reply  to  the  Premier  he 
said  he  did  upt  know  why. 

Saskatchewan  also  had  a  commission- 
In  1926,  74  applications  had  been  ap- 
proved, of  which  number  27  went  to 
commercial  schools.  He  outlined  the 
procedure,  and  read  the  report  of  the 
commission  dealing  with  the  progress. 

Mr.  Weaver  concluded  with  an  appeal 
for  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
idea.  He  had  a  copy  of  the  Saskatchewan 
act,  a  duplicate  of  which  for  this  Province 
could  be  drafted  in  three  hours.  He  was 
prepared  to  leave  the  details  to  the 
government. 

Hon.  George  Hoadley  adjourned  the 
debate. 


Educational  Needs  of 
Dependent  Children 
Will  Be  Considered 

Inquiry  Into  Needs  of  Children  of  Ex- 
Soldiers  and  Disabled  Workmen — 
Lawyers  Battle  on  Discipline  Bill 

THURSDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  15.— Debate  on 
Colonel  Weaver's  resolution  to  the  ef- 
fect that  the  government  should  pass  a 
bill  at  this  session  providing  for  financial 
assistance  towards  the  education  of  de- 
pendent children  of  ex-service  men,  who 
were  disabled  on  active  service  in  the  late 
war  or  who  died  while  engaged  on  or  as 
a  result  of  such  service,  was  resumed 
at  three  today.  The  government  state- 
ment was  presented  by  Mr.  Hoadley, 
who  showed  that  different  kinds  of  as- 
sistance had  been  given  through  co-opera- 
tion with  returned  soldier  organizations, 
and  who  read  correspondence  to  the  effect 
that  as  these  organizations  did  not  con- 
sider the  need  urgent  in  this  one  particular 
the  government  could  find  no  definite 
demand.  Therefore  Mr.  Hoadley  asked 
if  the  member  would  not  consent  to  with- 
draw the  resolution  on  the  assurance  that 
the  government  would  canvass  the  situa- 
tion. 

MR.  HOADLEY'S 
AMENDMENT 

Mr.  Weaver  declined  to  withdraw. 
Thereupon  Mr.  Hoadley  moved  the 
following  amendment:  That  all  the  words 
after  the  word  "should"  be  struck  out 
and  the  following  added — (The  Govern- 
ment should)  "in  co-operation  with  the 
recognized  organizations  representing  the 
ex-service  men  continue  to  give  careful 
consideration  to  the  educational  and  other 
needs  of  dependent  children  of  ex-service 
men,  who  were  disabled  in  the  late  war 
or  who  died  while  engaged  in  or  as  a 
result  of  such  service." 

LABOR  OFFERS 
FURTHER  AMENDMENT 

So  far  so  good.  Then  comes  a  broad- 
side from  Labor.  This  was  without 
doubt  a  worthy  object  and  should  be  en- 
couraged. But  why  draw  the  line  at 
the  children  of  one  class  of  dependent? 
There  were  many  children  of  dependent 
disabled  workers,  or  orphaned  children 
of  workers,  or  children  of  widowed 
mothers,  whose  education  should  also  be 
considered.  So  Fred  J.  White,  (Lab.), 
Calgary,  moved  an  amendment  to  the  a- 
mendment  which  added  the  words:  "and 
during  the  interval  before  the  next  session 
of  the  Legislature  consider  the  question  of 
providing  adequate  assistance  towards  the 
education  of  the  dependent  children  of 
disabled  workmen  who  have  suffered 
disability  arising  out  of  their  employment, 
or  who  have  been  killed,  or  died  as  a  re- 
sult of  such  injuries  received  during  their 
employment,  and  in  addition  thereto, 
the  dependent  children  of  mothers  who 
are  in  receipt  of  the  Mother's  Allowance." 

The  debate  went  on  to  a  vote,  but  there 
was  no  division.  The  amendment  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Labor  carried. 
The  amended  amendment  of  the  Govern- 
ment carried,  and  lastly  the  motion,  as 
amended  by  the  amended  amendment, 
earried.  Or,  lest  this  be  confusing,  the 
Labor  amendment  added  words  to  the 
Government  amendment,  both  of  which 
were  accepted,  this  acceptance  wiping 


out  the  original  motion  proposed  from  the 
the  Conservative  benches.  On  the  ques- 
tion being  put  on  the  second  vote,  the 
Conservative  members  held  a  hurried 
caucus,  deciding  apparently  not  to  ask 
a  recorded  vote. 

A  resolution  by  Chris.  Pattinson,  (Lab.) 
Edson,  asking  that  powers  be  granted  the 
Public  Utilities  Board  after  enquiry  to 
compel  any  coal  mining  company  to 
deposit  a  bond  in  an  approved  bonding 
company,  or  such  other  security  which 
the  Board  may  determine  to  an  amount 
sufficient  to  cover  one  month's  wages, 
was  withdrawn  after  the  Premier  pointed 
out  the  undesirability  of  making  excep- 
tion between  companies.  He  said  that 
the  Government  would  bring  in  a  measure 
that  evening  covering  the  point  at  issue, 
and  the  Edson  member  withdrew  his  bill 
accordingly. 

$100,000  ANNUALLY  FOR 
INDUSTRIAL  RESEARCH 

Second  reading  was  given  to  a  bill  to 
provide  $100,000  a  year  for  five  years  to 
enable  the  research  board  of  the  university 
to  investigate  the  possibilities  of  industrial 
development,  the  investigation  of  coal 
byproducts,  tar  sands,  timber  cruises  to 
determine  the  pulp  possibilities,  and  a  host 
of  other  things  affecting  industry. 

The  appropriation  act  was  given  second 
reading,  Mr.  Shaw  objecting  on  account 
of  the  supplementary  estimates  includ- 
ing sums  left  over  from  special  warrants 
issued  last  year.  The  minister  again 
pointed  out  that  the  reason  lay  entirely 
in  the  fact  of  the  changed  fiscal  year. 

EDUCATION  OF 
DEPENDENT  CHILDREN 

In  the  afternoon  the  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture resumed  the  debate  on  the  educ- 
ation of  dependent  children.  No  one  in 
the  Assembly  could  feel  otherwise  than 
sympathetic  to  the  idea  of  providing 
the  fullest  possible  opportunity  for  the 
children  in  this  unfortunate  position. 
The  minister  was  at  a  loss,  however, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  he  had  got  in 
touch  with  officials  of  returned  men's 
organizations  whose  statements  he 
read  to  the  effect  that  these  organizations 
had  no  information  of  any  specific  de- 
mand not  being  met  in  that  line  at  present. 

Mr.  Hoadley  dealt  with  the  work  of 
the  neglected  children's  branch  to  some 
extent.  He  read  the  pension  scales  as 
set  by  Ottawa.  Not  disputing  the  need, 
the  only  thing  to  determine  was  how  far 
that  need  was  being  met  at  the  present 
time.  In  his  humble  submission,  the 
need  was  being  met  wherever  it  pre- 
sented itself. 

Mr.  Shaw  thought  Mr.  Weaver's 
analyeis  of  the  situation  in  Ontario, 
Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba  perfect. 
It  would  seem  therefore  that  Alberta 
would  have  a  need  of  this  kind.  Mr. 
Shaw  was  not  going  to  take  the  word  of 
the  secretary  of  the  Legion  or  any  other 
official.  He  disliked  to  see  the  Assembly 
divided,  and  if  any  assurance  were  given 
that  the  subject  would  be  considered 
it  would  be  much  better  than  the  adop- 
tion of  this  resolution.  The  Premier: 
"I  am  quite  prepared  to  give  such  assur- 
ance." 

Mr.  Brownlee  followed  the  member 
from  Bow  Valley.  He  had  not  the 
slighest  desire  to  engage  in  argument 
about  the  duty  of  governments  with 
regard  to  returned  soldiers.  He  agreed 
that  no  section  of  the  Legislature  had  a 
monopoly  on  sympathy  in  that  regard. 
It  was  rather  embarrassing,  however 
to  be  asked  to  initiate  legislation  within 
a  few  days  of  the  the  close  of  the  session 
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without  knowing  just  what  the  need  or  the 
steps  to  meet  that  need  were. 

SUBJECT  NEVER  BROACHED 
BY  ORGANIZATIONS 

They  had  had  lengthy  conversations 
during  the  past  six  years  with  organiza- 
tions representative  of  the  soldiers;  and 
had  covered  many  topics.  Never  in  all 
that  time  had  this  particular  suject  been 
broached.  Surely  if  such  a  thing  as  that 
dealt  with  had  any  pressing  existence, 
these  organizations  would  be  cognisant 
of  it. 

Another  thing.  In  the  statements 
made  by  Mr.  Weaver  as  to  the  Ontario 
returned  soldiers'  commission,  the  work 
there  covered  many  things  undertaken 
in  Alberta  under  different  forms.  Take 
unemployment,  for  example.  This  Pro- 
vince had  an  Employment  Bureau  in 
which  soldiers  were  given  as  far  as  pos- 
sible the  preference  in  placements.  Other 
activities  were  undertaken  through  ex- 
isting channels.  If  there  had  been  any 
demand  along  the  lines  suggested,  he  was 
sure  that  some  branch  of  governmental 
activities  could  have  been  used  to  meet 
the  need.  The  word  "continue"  in  the 
government  amendment  implied  that  co- 
operation had  existed  in  the  past. 

The  Legion  considered  itself  a  highly 
successful  body  so  far  as  representing 
the  soldier  was  concerned.  They  claimed 
to  have  accomplished  many  good  things 
through  the  pensions  board  at  Ottawa. 
If  this'  organization,  highly  developed, 
had  failed  to  find  any  evidence  of  suffer- 
ing, surely  the  Government  should  not 
be  accused  of  lack  of  sympathy. 

Fred  J.  White,  (Lab.),  Calgary,  was  in 
sympathy  with  the  subject  matter  of  the 
resolution.  His  criticism,  if  it  could  be 
called  criticism,  of  the  motion  and  the 
amendment  was  that  it  referred  to  the 
dependent  children  of  only  one  group 
in  -society.  There  were  dependent  child- 
ren of  disabled  or  dead  workmen  who  stood 
also  in  need  of  this  assistance.  It  was 
a  big  question,  he  admitted,  but  he  thought 
that  though  the  government  had  done 
reasonably  well  in  many  things  the 
things  asked  for  in  the  resolution  should 
not  be  confined  to  the  diminishing  class 
of  soldier  dependents  alone  but  also  to 
the  continuing  class  of  those  giving  their 
all  in  industry. 

Perren  Baker,  Minister  of  Education, 
pointed  out  that  this  was  not  primarily 
a  case  of  providing  education.  All  the 
elementary  and  secondary  schools  of 
the  Province  were  free.  What  was 
really  the  substance  of  the  motion  was 
the  increase  of  maintenance  allowance 
to  the  point  where  it  enabled  the  child- 
ren to  be  cared  for  and  schooled.  If 
the  new  amendment  were  conceded  it 
could  be  seen  that  even  then  it  did  not 
cover  the  whole  ground.  There  were 
children  away  out  on  the  fringes  of 
civilization,  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
pioneers,  who  could  never  obtain  the 
benefits  of  secondary  education  because 
so  far  removed.  Even  the  local  school 
was  denied  for  a  time. 

M.  C.  McKeen,  (U.F.A.),  Lac  Ste. 
Anne,  discussed  the  subject  from  another 
angle.  After  touching  on  the  widows 
who  remarried  and  the  problem  which 
that  presented  because  the  pension  was 
absorbed  in  the  support  of  the  family 
and  not  primarily  for  education,  he  dealt 
with  the  needs  of  the  man  who  was  dis- 
charged as  Al,  but  who  around  fifty 
years  found  his  ability  to  earn  diminish- 
ing. This  would  become  an  acute  prob- 
lem. 

D.  M.  Duggan,  (Cons.),  Edmonton, 
threw  out  the  suggestion  that  the  reason 
why  the  member  from  Edmonton  had 
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not  withdrawn  his  motion  was  because 
the  strongest  group  in  the  house  had  not 
responded  on  other  occasions  to  sugges- 
tions from  that  side  of  the  Assembly. 
He  advocated  the  passing  of  a  bill  which 
need  not  operate  until  proclaimed. 

PASS  BILL  AND 

IN VESTIGAGE  LATER 

O.  L.  McPherson  was  rather  amused 
at  the  suggestion  to  pass  a  bill  and  in- 
vestigate afterwards.  He  contended  that 
the  need  should  be  assayed  first. 

L.  A.  Giroux,  (Lib.),  Grouard,  thought 
the  amendments  had  merit,  but  that  in 
order  to  consider  them  fully,  he  moved 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Nothing  doing. 

A.  A.  MacGilhvray  thought  the  super- 
visors of  the  S.  S.  B.  the  last  to  give 
an  unbiassed  view.  He  contended  that 
children  of  disabled  or  deceased  soldiers 
would  not  likely  be  found  on  S.  S.  B. 
land.  He  did  not  accept  Art  Wakelyn 
either  as  an  authority.  The  branches 
of  the  Legion  and  the  Army  and  Navy 
Veterans  had  assured  Mr.  Weaver  that 
they  were  for  this  resolution. 

The  Conservative  leader  deplored  the 
Unking  up  of  all  dependent  children  with 
this  resolution,  not  that  he  thought 
these  should  be  neglected,  but  because 
the  resolution  had  only  dealt  with  the 
dependent  soldiers'  children  for  the 
reason  that  their  fathers  had  sacrificed 
themselves  for  their  king  and  country 
in  the  war.  This  class  should  be  con- 
sidered as  a  thing  apart  on  account  of 
the  peculiar  nature  of  the  circumstances 
surrounding  their  dependency. 

GIBB'S  RETORT  TO 
McGILLIVRAY'S  GIBE 

Alderman  Gibbs  was  sure  of  the 
sincerity  of  the  member  who  introduced 
the  resolution.  The  Conservative  leader, 
though,  had  referred  to  the  Labor  group 
as  a  feeble  echo  of  the  Government  in 
power.  He  contended  that  if  there  was 
to  be  an  echo  there  had  first  to  be  some- 
thing material  or  substantial  to  be 
echoed,  and  in  that  case  he  was  proud 
to  be  an  echo.  But  should  the  substance 
be  lacking,  or  stillborn,  he  was  sure  that 
group  would  not  echo  in  the  way  the 
leader  woule  like  them  to.  He  went 
"urther  than  that,  as  the  leader,  Mr. 
MacGillivray  had  used  the  word  feeble. 
Well,  he  admitted  that  his  group  did  not 
suffer  from  any  superiority  complex, 
not  having  had  behind  them  the  centuries 
of  statecraft  of  which  the  honorable 
Conservative  leader  was  the  culmina- 
tion. He  reminded  the  member  from 
Calgary  that  once  before  there  had  been 
a  famous  "strong  man"  who  had  done 
wonderful  execution  with  the  jaw  bone 
of  a  certain  animal. 

The  underprivileged  child  was  a  very 
definite  problem  in  this  age.  No  child 
was  responsible  for  his  parent,  and  the 
fact  that  the  child's  father  had  been  a 
soldier  or  an  industrial  worker  could  not 
be  assessed  against  the  child.  Every 
child,  irrespective  of  parentage,  was 
entitled  to  the  same  care  on  the  part  of 
the  state  if  placed  through  any  set  of 
circumstances  in  a  dependent  condition. 

With  regard  to  the  soldier's  child,  the 
Edmonton  Labor  man  came  right  out 
with  the  statement  that  it  was  a  purely 
Federal  responsibility.  The  Federal  Gov- 
ernment had  declared  war.  had  called 
the  men  to  the  colors,  ana  more,  this 
Government,  composed  of  both  old 
parties,  had  promised  to  care  for  the 
wife  and  children.  The  very  fact  of  the 
introduction  of  this  resolution  proved 
that  they  had  been  unfaithful  to  their 
promises. 
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SCANDAL  OF  INCOME 
TAX  REDUCTIONS 

The  Federal  coffers  were  overflowing 
and  income  taxes  were  being  reduced. 
He  claimed  that  the  Government  had 
no  moral  right  to  reduce  the  taxes  of 
this  nature  until  the  load  of  responsi- 
bility to  the  soldiers'  dependents  had 
been  fully  met. 

Attorney  General  Lymburn  agreed 
with  the  principle  of  the  resolution. 
He  had  not  been  convinced  as  to  the 
demand  for  steps  other  than  the  genera) 
policy  which  had  been  followed  by  the 
Government.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that 
Saskatchewan  had  had  a  commission 
for  eight  years,  there  had  been  no  appeal 
in  this  Province  up  until  the  introduction 
of  the  resolution  for  this  specified  service. 

R.  H.  Parkyn,  (Lab.),  Calgary,  backed 
up  his  compeers  on  the  Labor  benches, 
after  which  the  mover  of  the  resolution 
closed  the  debate.  The  member  in  reply 
to  the  questions  of  Mr.  Baker  could  not 
definitely  tell  of  other  than  one  case 
which  had  been  brought  to  his  attention, 
although  he  affirmed  that  because  Sask- 
atchewan had  had  a  certain  number  this 
Province  must  surely  have  some  also. 
The  resolution  was  wiped  out,  thereafter, 
by  the  carrying  of  the  Government- 
Labor  amendments. 

BONDING  OF  MINE  COY'S. 
PAYMENT  OF  WAGES 

Chris.  Pattinson  made  a  fine  speech 
for  the  bonding  of  mining  companies 
to  cover  payment  of  wages.  The  Premier 
admitted  that  this  subject  had  given 
grave  concern  as  several  times  it  had 
been  necessary  for  the  Government  to 
send  relief  to  certain  towns  because  of 
the  failure  of  mining  firms  to  pay  their 
workmen.  He  asked  the  member  to 
withdraw,  which  was  complied  with, 
so  that  a  bill  covering  the  subject  be 
introduced.  This  bill  was  brought  in 
being  an  Act  entitled  Coal  Miners'  Wage 
Security  Act,  which  was  given  first 
reading. 

Lethbridge  charter,  or  at  least  one  small 
section  of  it,  took  over  an  hour's  time  of 
the  Assembly.  The  offending  section 
was  that  before  the  bill  would  become 
law  it  should  be  submitted  to  a  second 
plebiscite.  Many  members  felt  that  as 
the  citizens  had  expressed  their  desire 
for  the  managerial  system  that  that  part 
of  the  act  should  stand.  But  there  were 
two  points,  that  of  the  method  of  election 
of  the  mayor  and  also  the  use  of  the  pro- 
portional system  of  voting,  which  had 
really  never  been  fully  decided  on.  The 
suggestion  was  made,  at  the  end  of  the 
long  wrangle,  to  draft  some  clause 
calling  for  a  vote  on  Proportional  Rep- 
resentation only.  The  bill  outside  of 
that  would  have  to  stand  as  presented. 

LAWYERS'  BATTLE 
IN  ASSEMBLY 

The  battle  of  the  giants  came  when 
the  lawyer  members  of  the  Assembly 
waged  war  with  each  other  over  the  Bill 
to  discipline  the  professions  introduced 
by  Mr.  Hoadley.  Shaw  and  MacGillivray 
made  fierce  onslaught  on  the  measure. 
The  Premier  waxed  valiant  in  defence, 
even  to  the  extent  of  giving  his  compeers 
in  profession  something  to  think  over. 
C.  L.  Gibbs,  as  a  professional  man  in 
the  profession  of  architecture,  thought 
the  bill  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
professional  men  themselves  as  well  as 
the  public.  , 

D.  M.  Duggan  and  George  Webster, 
not  being  professional  men,  that  is  within 
either  of  the  major  professions,  medicine 
and  law,  could  not  follow  the  arguments 
of  the  lawyers.    It  was  all  so  confusing 
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News  from  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  Head  Office 

Information  (or  Members  and  Locals  Issued  by  the  Department  of  Education  and  Publicity  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool. 


The  Interim  Payment 

The  majority  of  Wheat  Pool  members 
will  consider  the  first  interim  payment  of 
15  cents  a  bushel  on  all  grades  of  wheat 
to  be  very  satisfactory.  The  Canadian 
Pool  has  handled  up  to  the  time  of  the 
cut-off  for  the  payment,  185  million 
bushels  of  wheat.  The  Pool  marketing 
system  has  been  tested  in  handling  the 
1927  crop  as  no  other  year  has  tested  it 
since  the  Pool  came  into  operation.  The 
Pool  is  given  wide  credit  throughout  the 
world  for  the  strong  holding  of  the 
Canadian  crop  of  1927,  and  it  is  an  ac- 
knowledged fact  that  the  average  quality 
of  the  crop  was  not  very  high.  It  is  safe 
to  make  the  prediction  that  had  this 
crop  with  its  large  percentage  of  low 
grades  been  marketed  under  the  old 
system  of  indiscriminate  selling  by  grow- 
ers along  with  the  amount  of  specula- 
tion which  would  undoubtedly  have 
accompanied  the  crop  of  such  unknown 
quality  and  quantity  earlier  in  the  season, 
farmers  in  Western  Canada  would  have 
been  forced  to  accept  prices  so  low  as  to 
be  most  discouraging. 

Indications  are  that  the  amount  of 
wheat  from  the  1927  crop  which  will  be 
marketed  by  exporting  countries  this 
year  will  be  fully  120  million  bushels 
greater  than  from  the  crop  of  1926. 

The  Alberta  Pool  paid  $8,700,000  to 
its  members  in  this  interim  payment  on 
approximately  58  million  bushels  of  wheat 
delivered.  The  paying  out  of  this  very 
considerable  sum  of  money  at  this  time 
of  year  will  go  a  long  way  towards  giving 
material  assistance  to  members  of  the 
Wheat  Pool.  It  is  true  that  on  many 
low  grades  of  wheat  the  initial  payment 
was  not  very  high;  however,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  Pool's  operations  for  this 
year  there  is  little  doubt  but  what  Pool 
members  will  thoroughly  appreciate  the 
benefit  of  a  system  of  selling  such  as  is 
operated  by  this  organization. 

— —  o  

WELL  SATISFIED 

The  following  is  a  letter  recently  re- 
ceived from  A.  W.  Tymchuk  of  Vegreville, 
Alberta : 

"Recently  I  shipped  a  small  carload 
(1100  bushels)  of  wheat  to  our  co-opera- 
tive society  called  Alberta  Wheat  Pool 
and  I  am  fully  satisfied  with  the  returns. 
The  wheat  was  graded  No.  3  Northern 
(dry),  while  I  took  same  wheat  to  pri- 
vate elevators  in  Inland  and  Vegreville 
and  they  tested  and  graded  it  No.  3  tough, 
with  16.22  moisture,  and  some  said  it 
contained  about  15  per  cent  moisture. 
One  agent  said  it  wouldn't  bring  any 
more  than  No.  4  tough.  There  is  a  great 
difference  between  No.  3  and  No.  4 
tough.  When  I  took  this  wheat  for 
grading  and  testing  I  wasn't  a  member 
of  the  Wheat  Pool,  but  finally  decided 
to  sign  and  sell  my  hard  year's  work 
through  the  Pool.  At  the  present  time 
the  price  on  wheat  paid  by  private  com- 
panies is  very  small.  I  know  a  few  of  the 
farmers  who  have  stored  their  grain  at 
local  elevators  a  few  months  ago:  they 
are  paying  storage  for  same,  and  still  they 
wouldn't  receive  a  fair  price  because 
Most  of  the  wheat  is  tough  this  year,  or 
at  least  they  make  it  tough,  because 


FIVE  REASONS 
Why  Tou  Should  Support 
The  Wheat  Pool 

1.  Because  my  self-protection  as  a 
producer  is  incomplete  and  ineffective 
if  private  organizations  can  still 
exploit  me  by  manipulating  prices 
against  me. 

2.  Because  co-operation  helps  to 
uphold  my  standard  of  living  by 
suppressing  the  element  of  profiteer- 
ing in  the  grain  produced  by  my  labor. 

3.  Because  co-operation  eliminates 
unnecessary  middlemen  and  dividend 
hunting  shareholders,  who  take  a 
heavy  toll  of  the  wealth  produced 
by  the  farm  workers. 

4.  Because  the  co-operative  princi- 
ple of  "each  for  all,  all  for  each"  is 
the  workers'  idea  which  alone  can 
bring  economic  and  social  justice, 
peace  and  prosperity,  to  all  through- 
out the  world. 

5.  Because  the  farm  workers  ought 
to  concentrate  their  resources  in  co- 
operation instead  of  supporting  capit- 
alistic organizations  hostile  to  co- 
operative movements. 



they  say  'we  haven't  room  for  dry' 
and  the  farmer  cannot  force  them  to  buy 
for  dry. 

"I  am  also  satisfied  with  the  first  pay- 
ment I  have  received,  which  amounts 
to  77J  cents  per  bushel  clear.  If  I  had 
sold  this  wheat  privately  and  for  tough, 
I  would  only  have  received  about  92-95 
cents  per  bushel.  The  bank  would  loan 
about  35  cents  a  bushel  on  checking 
coupons  which  would  amount  to  $1.13. 
From  now  on  I  will  sell  all  my  crop 
through  the  co-operative  society.  I'd 
also  advise  all  the  farmers  if  they  want 
to  get  full  value  for  their  hard  year  jobs, 
to  sell  their  grain  through  the  Wheat 
Pool." 

 o  

c/tews  &  Views 

When  you  sign  a  Wheat  Pool  contract 
you  are  investing  for  the  future,  as  well 
as  providing  protection  for  the  present. 

Herman  A.  Kaatz  of  Huxley  has  signed 
a  Second  Series  Wheat  Pool  contract 
in  which  he  states  he  will  seed  220  acres 
to  wheat  this  spring. 

The  15  cent  a  bushel  interim  payment 
made  by  the  Wheat  Pool  recently  ar- 
rived at  an  opportune  time  to  many 
farmers.  The  Pool  system  of  payment 
provides  for  a  better  system  of  farm 
financing. 

The  directors  of  the  Alberta  Wheat 
Pool  are  not  in  favor  of  a  compulsory 
Pool.  At  the  same  time,  non-Pool 
members  owe  a  considerable  debt  of 
gratitude  to  the  Wheat  Pool.  The  best 
manner  in  which  to  pay  the  debt  is  to 
sign  a  contract. 


Private  grain  firms  organized  for 
profit  are  sneering  at  the  epidemic  of 
"  Denmarkitis,"  as  they  term  the  co- 


operative movement.  Whatever  may 
be  said  about  it,  "  Denmarkitis"  is  deadly 
to  parasitical  growths. 


The  proposed  broad  extension  of  the 
Alberta  Wheat  Pool  elevator  building 
program  this  year  will  be  good  news  to 
Pool  members  in  many  localities.  Good 
service,  fair  weights  and  grades  is  what 
Pool  elevators  offer.    You  can't  beat  it. 

The  Wheat  Pool  is  in  favor  of  any 
grading  system  that  would  be  fairer  to 
all  Pool  members  than  the  present  Can- 
adian grading  system.  It  would  appear 
•  that  no  other  country  at  present  has  a 
system  that  is  superior  to  our  own  for 
Canadian  conditions.  Improvements  will 
have  to  be  developed  here  in  Canada. 

The  Scottish  Wholesale  Co-operative 
Society  is  spending  $100,000  to  ensure 
the  success  of  the  first  great  national 
Co-pperative  Exhibition.  In  justifying 
the  expenditure,  Director  W.  Gallacher 
says:  "It  certainly  is  worth  while.  These 
are  the  days  of  advertising,  and  while 
in  the  ideal  state  advertising  will  be 
superfluous,  we  must  realize  that  we  are 
living  in  an  age  when  publicity  is  the 
breath  of  life  of  trade  and  commerce. 
The  co-operative  movement  has  not 
merely  a  message  to  proclaim  to  the 
world  of  the  beauty  and  virtue  of  mutual 
helpfulness — it  has  its  marvellous  achieve- 
ments—  its  practical  everyday  work  for 
the  good  of  its  members  to  show  to  all 
who  care  to  examine  the  greatest  social 
and  economic  movement  of  our  times." 
 o  

A  Fable 

It  was  in  the  days  of  primeval  man. 
Our  ancestors  were  beginning  to  break 
away  from  the  former  practice  of  running 
in  a  common  herd  with  each  person  mak- 
ing shift  for  himself.  The  tremendous 
increase  in  population  since  man  with 
his  arts  had  subjugated  the  killer  beasts 
had  forced  a  change.  No  longer  could 
the  tribes  dwell  together  in  the  same 
locality,  but  some  were  forced  to  emigrate 
to  the  plains  while  some  inhabited  the 
lands  of  trees  and  stones.  Between 
these  two  regions  rose  a  barren  hill. 

And  so  because  each  group  had  what 
the  other  desired  there  arose  between 
them  the  beginnings  of  trade.  One  side 
lacked  the  sharp  stones  for  tools,  the 
forest  poles  for  their  wigwams,  the 
crooked  sticks  where  with  to  plow  their 
fertile  plain,  and  all  the  other  things 
of  which  there  was  plenty  in  the  land  of 
wood  and  stone.  The  forest  men  lacked 
the  grains,  the  wool,  and  the  fibres  which 
abounded  on  the  other  side  of  the  great 
hill.  Certain  men  who  had  never  culti- 
vated the  art  of  chipping  stone  or  shap- 
ing crooked  tree  joints,  and  who  knew 
little  of  the  process  of  producing  grains 
had  begun  the  business  of  carrying  the 
finished  products  across  the  big  hill  for 
their  producing  brethren  and  were  there- 
by enabled  to  live,  as  the  men  who  were 
thus  favored  were  prone  to  donate  to 
them  sufficient  of  their  stores  to  keep 
them  clothed  and  fed  as  the  rest 
*    *  * 

Now  among  these  carriers  there  was 
a  certain  Wiseman,  who  through  much 
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travel  across  the  bill  had  come  to  see 
the  possibilities  of  the  situation,  and  be 
spoke  to  his  fellows  as  they  rested  on 
the  top  of  the  hill. 

"Brethren,  why  should  we  labor  so 
hard  and  so  unnecessarily?  The  people 
of  the  east  own  the  forests  because  they 
dwell  therein,  the  people  of  the  west 
own  the  plains  for  the  same  reason.  We 
are  the  only  ones  who  travel  upon  the 
hill;  therefore  do  not  we  own  the  hill?" 
A  chorus  of  assent  arose.  "Then,"  said 
Wiseman,  "I  propose  that  we  carry  no 
longer  but  establish  ourselves  at  the  top 
of  the  hill  and  cause  all  goods  to  be  brought 
up  to  us.  For  the  privilege  of  using  our 
hill  we  shall  require  that  all  exchanges 
be  made  through  our  hands  and  as  they 
pass  we  shall  pluck  our  profit  from  each 
side." 

It  was  done.  For  several .  seasons  the 
hill  collected  an  exorbitant  toll  from  all 
traffic  and  the  caves  of  Wiseman  and  the 
rest  were  filled  with  poles  and  tools, 
grains  and  wool.  But  the  men  of  the 
eastern  side  who  were  wont  to  sit  in 
close  circles  while  shaping  their  goods 
began  to  discuss  the  situation.  At  each 
new  affront  they  murmured  to  each  other 
and  finally  organized  with  Big  Boy  as 
their  leader  and  demanded  speech  with 
Wiseman.  Now,  Wiseman  was  equal 
to  the  emergency  and  he  saw  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  east  a  way  to  still  greater 

Erofit  for  the  hill.  While  Big  Boy  and 
is  followers  squatted  in  attention  he 
spoke  as  follows:  "It  is  well.  Your 
organization  shall  be  the  way  to  both 
your  prosperity  and  mine.  I  will  unite 
with  you,  and  in  marketing  your  pro- 
duce I  shall  require  that  two  skins  of 
grain  shall  be  given  for  a  crooked  stick 
where  but  one  was  given  before.  Thus 
shall  you  receive  much  more  for  your 
produce  and  I  shall  share  with  you.  Be 
firm  in  your  allegiance  to  Big  Boy  and 
kill  any  forest  man  who  will  not  adhere." 
»    »  * 

It  was  done.  Thereafter  the  tools  re- 
ceived by  the  west  were  doubled  in 
price  and  tolls  of  the  hills  were  greater. 
The  people  of  the  plains  were  reduced  to 
much  misery  and  want  for  lack  of  the 
things  of  the  forest.  At  last  one  Great- 
heart,  tiller  of  the  soil,  having  been 
despoiled  of  his  produce  by  the  dwellers 
of  the  hill,  went  from  wigwam  to  wigwam 
on  the  plain  and  asked  that  people  meet 
with  him  and  consider  ways  of  getting 
justice  done  them  on  the  hill.  He  pointed 
out  the  necessity  of  concerted  action  and 
of  defeating  Wiseman  and  Big  Boy  by 
dealing  directly  with  Big  Boy's  people 
without  payment  of  tribute.  To  each 
he  gave  a  bundle  of  sticks  with  which 
to  mark  the  days  to  the  meeting  time. 

But  Wiseman  from  his  hill  saw  him  on 
his  journey  and  guessed  what  he  was 
doing,  so  he  sent  quickly  one  Smooth 
Talker  to  follow  and  tell  them  that  Great- 
heart  was  wrong,  that  if  two  skinfuls  of 
grain  were  now  demanded  it  was  the 
fault  of  the  time  and  that  they  must 
simply  produce  twice  as  much  grain  and 
then  things  would  be  as  they  should  be. 
So  when  the  meeting  time  arrived  there 
were  but  few  gathered  to  hear  Great- 
heart  talk,  for  the  rest  knew  that  if  they 
were  to  produce  enough  to  pay  the  great 
prices  they  must  remain  in  their  fields 
and  labor  mightily.  But  when  they 
were  come  to  the  hill  with  their  grain 
they  found  that  they  now  required  four 
skins  of  grain  in  exchange  for  one 
crooked  stick. 

Again  Greatheart  and  hiB  followers 
sought  to  unite  the  western  people,  telling 
them  that  the  hill  people  were  so  few  in 
number  that,  if  thnv  wont,  in   d  hndv  with 


their  produce  they  could  easily  pass  the 
hill  and  do  their  exchange  without  tribute. 
Seeing  this,  Wiseman  employed  Smooth 
Talker  and  Loud  Speaker  and  Press  Man 
to  go  among  the  plainsmen  and  make 
it  plain  to  them  what  ailed  them  was 
overproduction.  Hearing  this  talk,  the 
people  refused  to  listen  to  the  pleadings 
of  Grcathearty  and  once  more  they  came 
to  the  hill  with  their  produce  and  paid 
excessive  tribute. 

Once  more  did  Greatheart  preach  to 
his  people  and  seek  to  make  them  see  the 
value  of  co-operation  in  marketing,  but 
almost  in  vain,  for  none  of  them  had 
ever  been  across  the  hill  and  each  had 
his  own  opinion  of  what  lay  beyond. 
They  could  only  understand  co-operation 
as  far  as  it  affected  their  own  side  of  the 
hill.  Therefore,  the  most  that  they  would 
do  was  to  band  together  in  small  local 
groups.  Each  group  chose  one  man  to 
carry  all  the  produce  of  the  rest  to  the 
hill,  thereby  saving  the  time  of  the  rest 
who  could  stay  at  home  and  labor.  This 
was  very  pleasing  to  Wiseman,  who  at 
once  saw  the  profit  to  himself  of  a  simpli- 
fied delivery  and  sent  out  men  to  tell 
them  that  they  must  do  no  more,  for 
their  problem  was  now  solved. 

*    *  * 

Among  these  co-operators  was  Hold- 
fast, who  saw  the  things  that  Greatheart 
saw,  and  he  went  to  him  urging  that  they 
were  merely  running  gathering  stations 
for  Wiseman  and  that  they  should  con- 
tinue trying  to  cross  the  hill  in  a  body. 
And  so  Greatheart  and  Holdfast  made 
the  people  see  the  point  after  the  chosen 
carriers  had  come  home  with  no  greater 
profit  than  before.  And,  led  by  Great- 
heart,  the  people  of  the  west  crossed  the 
hill  in  a  solid  body,  while  Big  Boy  and 
Wiseman  threw  stones  at  them  and 
cursed  them.  No  one  grew  faint  hearted 
and  turned  back  except  Dumb  Head  and 
Small  Mind  and  Little  Soul. 

And  the  produce  of  the  west  side  of  the 
hill  was  fairly  traded  for  the  produce  of 
the  east  side,  for  such  were  the  numbers 
of  all  the  people  that  none  were  afraid 
of  Big  Boy.  Now  Wiseman  was  left 
with  none  to  deal  with  but  the  few  who 
had  feared  to  follow,  and  to  these  he  gave 
generously  of  the  stores  in  the  caves  and 
bade  them  show  on  their  return  how 
much  better  prices  they  had  received 
than  the  rest.  But  the  returning  populace 
greeted  Dumb  Head  and  the  others  with 
jeers,  for  they  knew  of  a  certainty  where 
the  extra  price  had  come.  No  more 
could  Wiseman  trick  them  with  his  arts 
nor  befuddle  them  with  talk  of  Loud 
Speaker  and  his  kind.  They  had  seen 
over  the  hill  and  they  knew  what  lay 
beyond. 

So  Wiseman  and  Big  Boy  sat  and  talked 
far  into  the  night  and  as  they  talked  they 
cursed  the  POOL. —  The  South  Dakota 
Grower. 

 — o  

Thirteen  countries  report  a  total  winter 
wheat  area  of  121,110,000  acres  against 
1 16,426,000  acres  last  year.  In  1927  these 
countries  represented  about  50  per  cent  of 
the  estimated  world  wheat  acreage,  exclu- 
sive of  Russia  and  China. 


WHEAT  TESTS 

Dr.  F.  J.  Birchard,  chemist  in  charge 
of  the  Board  of  Grain  Commissioners 
Grain  Research  Laboratory,  at  Winnipeg, 
after  testing  sample  of  Vermilion  wheat 
submitted  to  him  by  the  chief  inspector, 
made  a  report  stating  that  bread  baked 
from  the  Vermilion  wheat  was  of  in- 
ferior quality  and  16  per  cent  smaller  in 
volume  than  that  from  th«  standard 
hl*»nd  of  Maranis 


Pool  Radio  Column 

Expression  of  Opinions  From  Listeners  Id 
— Time  Too  Limited 

Enjoy  Bishop 

W.  S.  Falconer,  Big  Stone,  Alta.— 
Just  a  word  of  appreciation  of  last  night's 
broadcast.  Mr.  Bishop's  songs  were 
much  enjoyed.  Hope  he  will  give  us 
some  more  in  future  programs. 

Enjoys  Broadcasts 

Jas.  A.  Laing,  Galahad,  Alta. — This  is 
to  let  you  know  that  we  listen  in  to  your 
broadcast  every  Friday  and  enjoy  it  very 
much.  It  comes  over  clear  with  the 
exception  of  occasional  interference. 

Note  from  Picture  Butte 

H.  Cannon,  Picture  Butte,  Alta. — 1 
wish  to  tell  you  how  much  we  appreciate 
the  Pool  broadcasts  on  Friday  nights — 
the  useful  information  and  really  good 
entertainments. 

Wants  Night  Changed 

John  Davis,  Craigmyle,  Alta. — Just  a 
word  of.  appreciation  of  your  weekly 
broadcasts.  I  believe  they  are  listened 
to  with  interest  by  thousands  of  both 
members  and  non-members.  Believe  the 
idea  to  switch  to  some  night  early  in 
the  week  instead  of  Friday  a  good  one. 
Applause  to  Mr.  Bishop  and  his  daughter 
for  their  entertainment. 

Suggests  Contest 

W.  E.  Dell  and  wife,  Munson,  Alta. — 
Your  program  last  evening  was  enjoyed 
very  much.  Mr.  Bishop  is  a  fine  enter- 
tainer. His  musical  monologue  was  just 
about  the  best  thing  we  have  heard  this 
winter.  We  also  enjoy  the  Wheat  Pool 
talks  very  much.  May  I  suggest  that 
some  time  you  put  on  a  contest  of  some 
sort  for  your  radio  friends. 

Former  Chief  Mate 

Wm.  Ashworth,  Kitscoty,  Alta. — Just 
a  line  to  say  we  listen  to  your  broadcast 
every  week  usually  with  good  reception. 
Last  night  was  the  poorest  reception  this 
winter  due  to  static.  I  was  much  amused 
at  Mr.  Bishop's  song,  "The  Voyage  of 
Disaster,"  and  I  think  he  will  under- 
stand if  you  tell  him  that  many  years 
ago  I  sailed  from  London  as  Chief  Mate 
of  a  London  Australian  clipper  ship. 

Encore)  Encore! 

Wm.  Hinson,  Sr.,  Olds,  Alta. — We  are 
regular  listeners-in  to  your  Friday  even- 
ing Pool  talks.  We  always  enjoy  them, 
especially  the  one  tonight.  Will  Mr. 
Bishop  repeat  his  "Voyage  of  Disaster" 
also  "The  Egg  Story"  next  week?  We 
should  be  pleased  if  you  could  alter  your 
Pool  talk  from  Friday  to  Monday  or 
Tuesday,  as  Friday  is  a  very  busy  night. 

Wants  R.  A.  Mac. 

H.  G.  Edgley,  Delia,  Alta. — Just  a 
line  to  let  you  know  that  we  enjoy  the 
broadcasts  of  the  Pool  very  much.  I 
think  last  night  was  the  best  yet,  especially 
the  first  part.  I  also  think  that  if  it  is 
possible  to  have  another  night  instead 
of  Friday  there  would  be  a  lot  more 
listening  in.  When  are  you  going  to 
put  Bob  MacPherson  before  the  mike? 
Tell  him  all  his  Delia  friends  are  waiting 
to  hear  him. 

Change  Night 

M.  Mathison,  Landonville,  Alta. — I 
wnnW  Hk«  to  auaeest  that,  von  change 
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the  Pool  broadcast  night  from  Friday  to 
Wednesday,  with  Tuesday  as  second 
choice.  Being  a  lover  of  the  violin  I 
would  also  suggest  a  record  by  some  of 
the  great  violinists  be  played  during  the 
broadcast.  Or  each  week  you  could  play 
a  selection  or  two  by  some  world-famous 
musician,  violinist  or  otherwise,  but 
using  only  the  one  artist  for  the  evening, 
and  also  announce  the  artist  for  the  fol- 
lowing week.  Trusting  these  sugges- 
tions may  be  of  some  use  to  you. 

Recalls  Olden  Days 

G.  K.  Watts,  Westwood  Farm,  Ferin- 
tosh,  Alta. — I  have  just  been  listening 
to  your  program,  through  CJCA  at  Ed- 
monton, and  feel  that  I  cannot  let  this 
occasion  pass  without  expressing  my  ap- 
preciation of  your  weekly  broadcasts. 
Mr.  Bishop's  last  song,  "Tanton  Vale" 
sounded  especially  welcome  to  me,  as  I 
am  from  Gloucestershire,  and  it  brought 
back  many  memories  of  my  old  country 
dialect.  I  should  like  to  hear  Mr.  Bishop 
sing  some  more  of  these  "old-timers" 
at  some  future  date.  I  think  the  sug- 
gestion of  a  Pool  member,  that  the  day 
(or  rather  night)  of  the  Pool  broadcast  be 
changed,  is  a  good  one,  as  Friday  is  cer- 
tainly the  busiest  night  in  the  country 
districts  with  various  forms  of  enter- 
tainment. Hoping  the  Pool  will  go  on 
to  greater  success  than  ever. 

Every  Faith  In  Pool 

A.  Beazer,  Hardisty,  Alta. — Just  a 
line  to  let  you  know  how  I  appreciate 
your  efforts  to  give  us  news  and  enter- 
tainment over  the  radio.  I  must  ask  you 
to  please  overlook  me  not  informing  you 
before  because  I  have  to  admit  I  have 
been  listening  to  your  broadcast  ever 
since  you  came  on  the  air,  of  course  I 
mean  whenever  I  could.  I  have  to  make 
quite  an  effort  to  write,  I'm  not  much 
of  a  hand  at  it  anyway.  Thanking  you 
again.  I  am  sorry  I  have  not  been  able 
to  take  a  more  active  part  this  last  sign 
up  of  contracts.  I  started  to  a  meeting 
being  held  in  Community  Hall,  but 
found  some  one  in  trouble,  so  never  got 
there,  the  time  they  were  about  to  make 
the  drive.  I  have  every  faith  in  the 
Wheat  Pool.  Being  here  20  years  next 
August,  I  am  quite  familiar  with  the 
system  before  the  advent  of  the  Wheat 
Pool.  I  am  sure  it  is  the  farmers'  only 
salvation  and  there's  no  guess  work 
either.    Yours  for  co-operation. 

Appreciative  "Air  Audience" 

A.  F.  Wright,  Ardley,  Alta.— ;The  Fri- 
day night  broadcasts  are  coming  over 
well  each  night  and  clarity  of  speech  of 
the  members  is  fine  indeed  and  no  one 
should  have  any  difficulty  in  understand- 
ing just  what  is  being  said.  The  subject 
matter  of  the  various  speakers  is  covering 
the  field  very  well,  and  by  the  time  seed- 
ing begins  every  listener-in  should  have 
enough  to  keep  him  thinking  until  har- 
vest time.  The  variety  in  the  programs 
is  very  good  and  the  Pool  members  are 
certainly  under  a  big  debt  to  the  various 
artists  who  have  given  of  their  time  and 
talent  to  amuse  an  audience  they  cannot 
see.  Without  in  the  slightest  wishing  to 
reflect  on  any  of  the  other  staff  members, 
I  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Bishop  on  behalf  of 
about  10  or  12  of  us  here,  who  listened 
with  the  keenest  appreciation  of  his  ren- 
dering of  "Songs — Ancient  and  Modern," 
and  voice  the  opinion  expressed  very 
forcibly  by  some  present,  that  the  Victor 
and  Brunswick  people  would  be  doing 
music  loving  people  a  better  service  by 
recording  that  song,  than  some  of  those 


abominations   of   desolation    called  by 

courtesy  "comic  songs"  with  which  the 
air  is  rent  in  agony.  Kindly  tell  him 
that  for  us.    It's  not  applesauce. 

Wants  Whole  Time  for  Pool 

R.  C.  Turner,  Innisfree. — I  have  listen- 
ed to  your  many  interesting  addresses 
on  the  Wheat  Pool  this  winter,  for  which 
I  wish  to  thank  you,  they  being  a  very 
worthy  effort  to  establish  a  system  of 
grain  marketing  that  is  of  vital  importance 
to  90  per  cent  of  the  people  of  Canada. 
In  listening  to  your  remarks  of  Friday 
2nd,  I  believe  you  find  your  listeners  a 
hard  bunch  to  please.  That  is  always 
the  case  when  you  are  dealing  with  the 

Eublic.  I  tried  it  seven  years  myself; 
owever,  your  time  with  us  each  evening 
is  too  limited  to  satisfy  the  craving  desire 
for  sufficient  information  on  this  all- 
absorbing  subject  of  pooling  wheat. 
There  seem  to  be  plenty  of  capable  speak- 
ers and  the  air  is  laden  at  all  times 
with  musical  entertainment.  In  the 
face  of  these  facts,  I  think  you  would 
do  well  to  confine  your  whole  time  to 
Pool  matters.  In  conclusion,  I  wish  to 
sincerely  thank  the  artists  who  have  so 
kindly  entertained  us  with  their  splendid 
talent.  I  can  assure  each  and  all  of  them 
that  their  kindness  has  been  very  greatly 
appreciated  and  no  one  regrets  losing 
this  treat  more  than  myself;  however, 
I  feel  it  would  be  better  for  the  Pool  to 
discontinue  musical  programs. 
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and  so  far  beyond  the  simple  minds, 
that  they  moved  a  six  months'  hoist. 
This  was  not  acceptable  to  the  members, 
who  wanted  the  bill  to  pass  a  second  read- 
ing and  go  to  the  committee  stage. 
Accordingly,  only  Messrs.  Boudreau, 
Webster;  Shaw,  Giroux,  and  Duggan, 
MacGilhvray,  Weaver  and  Irwin  voted 
for  the  hoist.  Messrs.  Prevey  and  Frame 
being  paired  with  farmer  members.  All 
the  others  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Pattinson,  who  did  not  vote,  were  opposed 
to  the  hoist.  The  bill  was  read  a  second 
time. 

PROVISIONS  OF 
THE  BILL 

Mr.  Hoadley  explained  the  provisions 
of  the  bill.  It  created  an  independent 
board  with  disciplinary  powers  over 
any  profession  which  had  no  disciplinary 
powers  of  its  own,  and  also  with  dis- 
ciplinary powers  after  reference  to  the 
governing  body  of  any  profession  or 
calling  which  has  disciplinary  powers 
of  its  own. 

Under  the  Medical  and  Legal  Pro- 
fession Acts  these  bodies  had  wide  powers 
over  their  own  membership  and  this 
Government  bill  would  stand  between  an 
aggrieved  member  of  a  profession  and  the 
governing  body  of  that  profession  in 
the  event  of  a  harsh  decision.  This 
would  amount  to  a  board  of  appeal. 
Again,  the  Government  Board  would 
act  against  any  members  of  a  profession 
on  its  own  volition  in  the  event  of  any 
slackness  within  the  governing  body. 
Mr.  Shaw  tried  to  ask  questions  relative 
to  certain  sections,  but  the  Minister 
refused  to  discuss  these  sections  on  second 
reading. 

MIGHT  EVEN 
BE  FARMERS 

Mr.  Shaw  made  the  claim  that  if  the 
benchers  had  recommended  the  Dis- 
ciplinary Bdl  of  the  legal  Profession  they 
hud  not.  consulted  the  members  of  their 


profession.  They  represented  only  a 
fraction,  and  they  were  asking  for  powers 
which  were  unwarranted,  unfair  and  un- 
British.  If  they  approved  also  of  the 
Government  bill  they  had  approved  of 
the  setting  up  of  what  was  purely  a 
political  board,  a  body  of  laymen  whose 
knowledge  of  the  professions  was  limited, 
a  body  supposedly  of  farmers,  perhaps 
the  member  from  Handhills  was  one,  who 
would  not  only  have  power  to  punish 
but  to  define  the  crime  as  well. 

The  Liberal  leader  criticised  specific 
sections  because  they  not  only  drove  a 
man  out  of  his  profession  but  imposed 
a  fine  as  well  which  would  swell  the  general 
revenue.  They  had  no  power  to  mitigate 
a  sentence  but  wide  powers  to  increase. 
There  was  no  appeal  from  a  ruling  of 
the  Board.  If  any  member  of  a  profession 
was  a  criminal  he  should  be  subjected 
to  the  same  criminal  proceedings  as  any 
other  citizen. 

Mr.  Shaw  would  prefer  to  see  the  legal 
profession  thrown  wide  open  to  any  Tom 
Dick  or  Harry  than  to  see  this  bill 
made  statutory. 

A.  A.  MacGillivray  was  of  the  same 
mind.  The  members  opposite,  by  virtue 
of  the  caucus  and  the  fact  that  they  had 
been  elected  on  an  iniquitous  class  or 
group  system,  added  insult  to  injury 
by  imposing  arrogant  and  insulting 
terms  on  other  groups.  It  had  become 
a  custom  with  this  class  group  to  bedevil 
the  professions. 

The  member  orated  dramatically  on 
the  centuries  of  hoary  tradition  of  the 
great  professions.  Of  how  jealous  mem- 
ber ever  were  to  preserve  intact  the  grand 
and  glorious  honor  handed  down  by  pre- 
decessors. He  deplored  the  introduction 
of  a  bill  in  which  strangers  to  these  time 
honored  professions  would  be  privileged 
to  define  what  was  conduct  of  an  unpro- 
fessional character. 

Such  a  definition  was  twofold.  Crime 
or  ethics.  If  it  was  crime  apply  the 
criminal  code.  If  it  was  a  question  of 
morals  or  ethics,  why  set  up  an  outside 
Board  to  determine  what  was  gentle- 
manly or  ladylike  or  moral?  They  should 
make  pause  before  setting  up  a  board 
of  this  nature. 

The  Premier  hoped  the  members  had 
been  brought  to  the  proper  patient 
frame  of  mind  by  the  address  of  the 
member  from  Calgary.  He  reminded 
them,  of  the  old,  old  story  of  the  old 
woman  who  thought  the  whole  world 
out  of  step  except  her  Johnnie.  (Mac- 
Gillivray—It  is  an  old  story,  isn't  it?) 
BOGEY  OF  CLASS 
DOMINATION 

Mr.  Brownlee  laughed  at  the  bogey 
of   class   domination    which    had  been 
raised.     This  bill  had  been  before  the 
public  two  years.    The  representatives 
of  the  medical  men  and  benchers  of  the 
law  society  had  approved  of  this  bill 
with  the  exception  of  one  clause  which 
he  had  promised  to  amend  in  committee 
The  benchers  did  not  express  the  anxietv 
or  the  objections  of  the  leaders  when  thev 
had  met  the  Government  only  last  week 
rhe  professions  themselves  had  found 
it  necessary  to  set  up  a  governing  bodv 
as  they  had  become  practically  closed 
corporations.    He  differed  with  Messrs 
Shaw  and    MacGillivray  as  to  whether 
there  was  any  demand  for  the  throwing 
down  the  bars.    His  experience  when 
Attorney   General  was  tnat  even  the 
appointment  of  a  notary  public  raised 
such  a  howl  of  protest  by  the  local  lawyer 
that  if  a  vote  were  taken  throughout 
the  profess.on  the  leaders  would  S 
themselves  in  a  small  minority 
,  The  Premier  showed  how  the  orofes 
mons  of  law  and  medicine  differed 


March  22nd,  1928 


THE   U.  F.  A. 


(273)  17 


from  ordinary  business.  He  held  that 
when  it  came  to  a  definition  of  what  was 
good  ethical  business  practice  lawyers 
or  doctors  had  no  monopoly  on  this 
definition. 

JURY  SYSTEM 
PARALLEL 

He  illustrated  this  by  the  use  of  the 
jury  system.  Here  neither  judge  nor 
lawyer  in  the  final  analysis  decided  the 
case.  The  unprofessional  jury  did  that. 
The  maligned  farmer  had  as  clear  an  idea 
of  what  was  good  ethics  as  did  any  lawyer 
or  doctor.  The  old  country  was  applying 
this  form  of  regulation.  The  Board  would 
act  as  a  deterrent  on  unprofessional 
conduct,  as  in  many  cases  the  governing 
bodies  of  professions  had  glossed  over 
the  acts  of  its  members.  This  Board 
would  ensure  action  if  the  governing 
body  failed  in  its  duty. 

The  fact  that  this  bill  had  been  con- 
templated had  in  the  mind  of  the  Premier 
resulted  in  a  tightening  of  the  discipline 
in  the  legal  profession  last  year.  The 
tendency  to  looseness  had  been  eliminated, 
and  even  from  that  standpoint  the  effect 
had  been  beneficial. 

C.  L.  Gibbs  (Lab.),  Edmonton,  endors- 
ed the  principle  of  the  bill.  It  was  the 
principle  which  should  be  stressed  at  this 
time.  When  any  group  had  grown  to 
the  point  that  it  became  a  privileged 
class  it  became  necessary  in  the  interest 
of  the  public  as  well  as  the  group  itself 
that  some  sort  of  control  should  be  creat- 
ed. The  professions  would  reap  the  bene- 
fit in  the  years  to  come. 

D.  M.  Duggan,  (Cons.),  Edmonton, 
said  he  and  his  fellow  laymen  had  listened 
to  the  experts  debate  the  question,  but 
as  the  professionals  were  themselves 
so  widely  divided  it  was  hard  for  a  mere 
layman  to  decide  who  was  right.  He 
personally  had  no  intention  to  support 
a  bill  which  had  not  even  been  discussed 
by  the  lay  members  of  the  Assembly. 
He  moved  the  six  months  hoist,  seconded 
by  George  Webster,  which  was  voted 
down. 

Labor  Resolution 
on  Cadet  Training 
Is  Adopted 

McGillivray  Moves  Resolution  on  Re- 
distribution— Opposes  Bill  to  Foster 
Co-operative  Marketing 

FRIDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  16.— Two  ex- 
cellent debates  marked  the  sitting  of 
the  Legislature  this  afternoon.  The  first 
one,  on  cadet  training,  was  introduced 
by  Fred  J.  White  (Lab.),  Calgary, 
and  was  ultimately  carried  by  34  to 
16.  The  Assembly  rejected  without 
division  an  amendment  by  Douglas 
Breton,  (U.F.A.),  Leduc.  The  motion 
was  as  follows: 

Resolved,  that  this  Assembly  is  of 
the  opinion  that  in  the  revision  of  the 
school  act  during  the  coming  year 
the  Government  should  carefully  sur- 
Tey  the  ouestion  of  cadet  training  and 
consider  a  provision  that  the  time  al- 
lowed for  physical  training  must  be 
given  over  entirely  to  that  purpose. 
The  amendment  asked  for  an  increase 
in  the  period  of  physical  training,  but 
also  asked  that  in  order  to  accommodate 
pupils  whose  parents  desired  that  they 
should  receive  cadet  training  the  Gov- 
ernment   should    consider    a  provision 


that  time  be  allotted  in  the  curriculum 
for  the  same. 

The  second  resolution  was  that  of  A. 
A.  MacGillivray,  Conservative  leader, 
and  the  subject  was  that  the  Government 
should  bring  forward  a  redistribution 
scheme  for  the  consideration  of  the  mem- 
bers at  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature. 
The  preamble  was  to  the  effect  that  a 
redistribution  bill  was  desirable,  but  that 
as  the  Government  had  rejected  the 
opposition  members'  proposal  last  year, 
they  should  bring  in  proposals  them- 
selves next  year. 

Joseph  T.  Shaw  was  in  sympathy  with 
the  need  of  the  redistribution  measure, 
but  did  not  like  the  Conservative  method, 
so  he  moved  an  amendment  similar  to 
the  one  moved  last  year  during  the 
address  in  reply  to  the  speech  from  the 
throne. 

AMENDMENT  TO 
McGILLIVRAY  RESOLUTION 

The  amendment  expressed  the  opinion 
that: 

The  Government  should  at  this 
Session,  introduce  a  Bill  providing 
for  the  appointment  of  an  independent, 
non-patitzan  and  competent  redistri- 
bution commission,  charging  such  com- 
mission with  the  duty  of  arranging 
the  boundaries  of  the  electoral  divi- 
sions of  the  Province,  the  number  of 
said  electoral  divisions  to  be  stipulated 
and  such  boundaries  to  be  fixed  accord- 
ing to  definite,  determined  and  fixed 
principles  and  rules  respecting  popu- 
lation, area,  geographical  and  physical 
considerations,  community  of  interest 
and  system  or  systems  of  voting,  such 
principles  and  rules  to  be  set  forth  in 
said  bill. 

That  before  reporting,  the  said 
redistribution  Commission  to  advertise 
for,  invite  and  consider  recommenda- 
tions and  suggestions  from  the  general 
public  and  thereafter  to  report  to  the 
next  session  of  this  house  for  its 
approval. 

At  six  o'clock  A.  A.  MacGillivray  was 
speaking  to  the  amendment  when  the 
Speaker  left  the  chair.  At  eight  o'clock 
Premier  Brownlee  announced  that,  un- 
known to  the  Speaker  or  other  members 
of  the  Assembly,  Mr.  MacGillivray  had 
an  important  engagement,  and  as  no  one 
was  desirous  of  doing  an  injustice  to  the 
member,  he  asked  the  House  to  consider 
that  he  had  adjourned  the  debate.  This 
was  agreed  to. 

TO  FOSTER  CO-OPERATIVE 
MARKETING 

A  bill  providing  for  the  supervision 
of  Co-operative  Marketing  Associations 
and  Co-operative  Societies  was  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Reid.  This  bill  is  designed 
to  assist  organizations  during  the  forma- 
tive period.  It  has  for  its  object  the 
fostering  of  co-operative  marketing 
throughout  the  Province  in  a  concrete 
way.  So  far  as  the  pay  of  the  supervisor 
was  concerned  it  was  not  yet  time  to 
determine  that  as  the  initial  work  might 
be  undertaken  by  some  of  the  Depart- 
mental staff. 

Mr.  McGillivray  opposed  the  idea  of 
providing  public  monies  for  the  purpose 
of  encouraging  one  system  of  marketing. 
Mr.  Reid  answered  that  there  was  a  good 
case  for  the  encouragement  of  this  form 
of  endeavor.  Co-operative  marketing 
was  an  outgrowth  of  the  producers 
banding  themselves  together  for  the 
marketing  of  their  own  produce.  There 
were  other  interests  which  carried 
on  marketing  as  a  business,  which  was 
good  and  proper,  yet  he  held  that  it  was 
essential  that  they  as  a  Legislature,  be- 


lieving in  the  principles  of  co-operative 
marketing,  should  not  refuse  to  encourage 
it  to  the  very  slight  degree  provided  for 
in  this  bill.    It  received  second  reading. 

RESOLUTION  ON 
CADET  TRAINING 

Fred  J.  White,  (Lab.),  Calgary,  in 
introducing  his  resolution,  said  that  as 
a  revision  of  the  School  Act  was  contem- 
plated, the  time  was  opportune  for  the 
consideration  of  the  question  of  time  de- 
voted to  physical  training.  He  recapi- 
tulated the  proceedings  of  the  last  session. 
He  argued  that  the  evidence  produced 
at  the  Agricultural  Committee  hearings 
last  year  had  demonstrated  that  physical 
training  was  in  every  way  superior  to 
cadet  training  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  growing  boy.  Canada  was  not 
likely  to  suffer  from  aggression,  and  the 
member  thought  that  to  foster  an  aggres- 
sive system  of  training  on  the  youth 
of  the  country  would  find  its  reflex  in 
the  country  in  years  to  come.  The 
country,  situated  as  it  was,  should  foster 
a  spirit  of  good  will  rather  than  the  in- 
culcation of  an  aggressive  spirit  through 
musketry  drill  and  the  placing  of  the 
period  of  physical  training  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Department  of  Militia. 

Mr.  White  said  that  the  investigation 
had  concluded  that  as  physical  training 
was  an  essential,  the  full  period  of  80 
minutes  per  school  week  should  be  em- 
ployed for  the  purpose  of  physical  train- 
ing and  should  not  be  subdivided  into 
two  periods  of  40  minutes  per  week  to 
physical  training  and  40  minutes  to 
cadet  training. 

The  assistance  of  the  Dominion  was 
meagre,  a  total  of  some  $1,400  only  being 
at  the  disposal  of  the  schools  for  this 
purpose.  The  fact  of  the  grant  gave  the 
Militia  Department  the  right  of  entry, 
and  the  member  thought  the  curriculum 
should  come  within  the  entire  purview 
of  the  Province.  The  sum  was  small 
and  the  relief  to  the  Boards  was  nil; 
in  fact  some  Boards  were  beginning  to 
resent  the  fact  that  the  grant  was  being 
paid  to  the  teacher  and  not  to  the  school. 

Mr.  White  said  that  even  in  the  train- 
ing of  troops  physical  exercise  was  con- 
sidered essential.  The  entire  80  minutes 
should  be  devoted  to  it,  and  it  should 
not  be  optional  to  either  the  board  or 
to  the  parents  that  a  part  of  this  time 
should  be  devoted  to  any  other  purpose. 

GIVES  REASON  FOR 
CHANGE  OF  OPINION 

A.  M.  Matheson,  (U.F.A.),  Vegreville, 
had  voted  for  the  continuance  of  cadet 
training  last  year.  After  investigation 
he  had  decided  that  the  full  time  allo- 
cated to  physical  training  should  be 
rigidly  adhered  to.  He  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  benefits  of  cadet 
training  were  not  in  keeping  with  those 
obtained  through  physical  exercise. 

Perren  Baker,  Minister  of  Education, 
pointed  out  that  the  time  allocated  to 
training  was  not  a  question  of  the  act 
but  a  question  of  the  curriculum.  The 
subject  should  not  be  made  a  question 
of  inclusion  in  the  statutes  but  could 
easily  be  dealt  with  as  at  present.  Mr. 
White  explained  that  as  there  were  certain 
definite  principles  involved,  it  should  be 
a  question  of  legislation  rather  than 
regulation. 

Hon.  Mrs.  Parlby,  Lacombe,  Minister 
Without  Portfolio,  took  the  same  stand 
as  last  year.  She  had  not  changed  her 
mind  in  any  way.  So  far  as-^he  develop- 
ment of  character  and  physique  was  con- 
cerned she  subscribed  to  physical  rather 
than  cadet  training.  The  development 
of  deportment,  poise,  courage  and  loyalty 
was  not  dependent  upon  military  drill. 
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In  the  old  home  of  England  it  had  been 
•aid  that  the  nations'  great  battles  had 
been  won  on  the  playing  fields.  She 
believed  the  time  allowed  in  the  curri- 
culum was  not  enough,  and  she  finished 
a  heart  to  heart  talk  with  the  remark 
that  the  Assembly  should  suggest  to  the 
Federal  Government 'that,  the  grant  given 
to  cadet  training  be.employed  in  behalf 
of  the  education  of  thedependent  children 
spoken  of  yesterday. 

Col.  Weaver  (Cons.),  Edmonton,  took 
the  contrary  view.  A  visit  to  any  of  the 
royal  military  collegeS.at  an  interval  of 
three  years  would  show  that  military 
training  of  the  boys  had  a  wonderful 
effect,  physically,  morale  and  mentally. 
He  claimed  the  English  colleges  referred 
to  by  Mrs.  Parlby  had  compulsory  cadet 
corps. 

BEETON 

EXPRESSES  VIEWS 

D.  C.  Breton  (U.F.A.),  Leduc,  thought 
that  whether  a  survey  should  reveal  one 
desire  or  another  with  regard  to  cadet 
training  the  resolution  would  result  in 
its  being  discontinued  in  any  case.  He 
did  not  object  to  a  survey,  if  included  in 
the  terms  of  the  survey  was  that  of  the 
provision  for  cadet  training  if  wanted  by 
parents.  He  did  not  object  to  the  ex- 
tension of  the  period  for  physical  training, 
in  fact  he  wanted  it  increased. 

Country  boys  had  harder  work  to  do 
than  the  city  boys  who  were  the  subject  of 
solicitation  on  the  part  of  the  labor  men. 
Physical  Training  should  be  extended  to 
the  rural  points  as  a  compulsory  feature. 
He  moved  his  resolution,  seconded  by 
M.  C.  McKeen,  (U.F.A.),  Lac  Ste.Anne. 

BROWNLEE  ON  GROWING 
DESIRE  FOR  P.T. 

Premier  Brownlee  had  not  intended  to 
speak,  but  the  introduction  of  the  amend- 
ment impelled  him.  The  resolution  itself 
was  not  seeking  any  issue,  but  merely  a 
survey.  The  amendment  introduced  an 
issue,  and  he  did  not  think  it  wise  to 
inject  an  issue  now  when  the  whole  matter 
would  have  to  be  gone  into  all  over  again 
next  year.  _ 

In  view  of  the  revision  of  the  school 
act,  the  Government  would  have  to  take 
many  school  boards  into  consultation 
during  the  year.  Thd  c  were  an  indefinite 
number  of  things  on  which  various  opin- 
ions were  held  which  would  require  to  be 
gone  into, -and  the  question  of  that  day 
could  well  be  one  of  them.  He  had  dis- 
cussed the  question  with  the  Premiers  of 
other  Provinces  and  he  found  a  growing 
desire  on  their  part  to  increase  the  amount 
of  time  given  to  physical  training. 

The  new  revision  of  the  School  Act  to 
be  dealt  with  next  session  would  be  found 
to  be  the  most  intensive  ever  presented 
to  a  Legislature.  By  voting  for  the 
resolution  the  consciences  of  members 
would  not,  he  took  it,  be  bound,  and  if 
this  were  so,  he  favored  it. 

Mr.  A.  A.  McGillivray  knew  of  nothing 
or  had  heard  of  nothing  that  would  have 
induced  him  to  change  his  mind  on  the 
question.  He  still  held  the  idea  of  last 
year  when  he  had  supported  the  motion 
for  voluntary  cadet  training.  He  was 
going  to  support  the  amendment. 

J.  T.  Shaw  did  not  think  the  schools 
were  getting  enough  P.T.  One  hour  a 
week  cadet  training  was  not  giving  real 
phyfical  training.  He  though  there 
should  be  physical  training  twice  a  day — 
every  day  in  the  week.  It  might  be  that 
physical  training  was  included  in  the 
period  allowed  for  cadet  training,  and  was 
largely  utilised  in  that  process.  That  the 
use  of  guns  and  uniform  was  additional 
sometimes  might  be  true,  but  its  value 


might  be  on  account  of  the  physical  exer- 
cise involved  if  no  other  form  of  P.T. 
were  prescribed.  The  member  did  not 
believe  it  possible  to  compel  the  world 
to  be  peaceful,  and  he  could  not  bring 
himself  to  the  point  where  he  would 
have  to  deny  the  right  to  any  parent  of 
extending  cadet  training  where  desired. 
There  were  schools  where  but  for  the 
hour's  cadet  training  every  week  there 
would  be  no  physical  training. 

Cadet  training  was  more  beneficial  than 
no  physical  training  at  all. 

M.  C.  McKeen,  (U.F.A.),  Lac  Ste. 
Anne,  who  seconded  the  Breton  resolu- 
tion, took  the  same  view.  He  favored 
the  extra  time  for  physical  training  and 
also  upheld  the  right  of  a  parent  to  decide 
without  interference  on  this  question. 

Mr.  Baker  called  the  attention  of  the 
Assembly  to  the  fact  that  physical  train- 
ing was  just  as  compulsory  now  as  any 
other  phase  of  the  curriculum. 

The  amendment  was  turned  down 
without  division.  Afterwards  the  reso- 
lution was  voted  on,  being  carried  by 
34  to  16. 

The  vote  was  as  follows: 

For  the  motion — Messrs.  Smith,  V.  W., 
Reid,  Hoadley,  Brownlee,  Lymburn,  Mc- 
Pherson,  Mrs.  Parlby,  Baker,  Mac- 
Lachlan,  Cameron,  Shield,  Carson,  Love, 
Matheson,  Claypool,  Buckley,  Farqu- 
harson,  Peterson,  Cook,  Smith,  W.  S., 
Smith,  G.  W.,  Enzenauer,  Washburn, 
Walker,  Allen,  Farmers;  Giroux,  Boudreau, 
Shaw,  Liberals;  White,  Gibbs,  Smeaton, 
Pattinson,  Christophers,  Parkyn,  Labor. 
Total  34. 

Against  the  motion — Messrs.  Galbraith, 
McKeen,  Stringham,  Connor,  Joly, 
Brown,  Hennig,  Breton,  McCool,  Delisle, 
Farmers;  Frame  and  Webster,  Liberals; 
McGillivray,  Weaver,  Duggan  and  Irwin, 
Conservatives.    Total  16. 

Paired,  Mihalcheon,  farmer,  for  and 
Forster,  farmer,  against. 

McGillivray  moves 
his  resolution 

A.  A.  McGillivray,  Calgary,  speaking 
to  his  motion  on  redistribution,  said  the 
first  consideration  was  as  to  the  necessity. 
It  would  be  neither  interesting  nor  pleas- 
ing to  those  opposite  to  have  attention 
drawn  to  the  result  of  the  present  system. 
The  total  vote  had  been  175,137  over  the 
entire  Province,  of  which  the  Government 
with  43  members  had  received  71.9S7; 
that  .'was  to  say  with  41  per  cent  of  the 
vote  they  had  obtained  71  per  cent  of  the 
representation.  Or  let  him  put  it  another 
way — if  the  values  of  the  votes  had  been 
maintained  the  result  should  have  been: 
Government,  25;  Liberals,  16;  Conserva- 
tives, 14;  and  Labor,  5, 

Or  yet  again — It  took  10,022  votes  to 
elect  a  good  Conservative;  6,676  to  elect 
a  Liberal;  while  1,673  elected  a  Govern- 
ment member.  These  figures  went  to 
show  that  the  system  upon  which  the 
last  election  had  been  determined  was 
unjust  and  inadequate  so  far  as  the  poli- 
tical expression  of  the  minorities  in  the 
towns,  villages  and  small  cities  was  con- 
cerned. 

Mr.  McGillivray  repeated  his  state- 
ments of  the  other  day  with  regard  to  the 
safeguarding  of  the  rights  of  minorities 
in  cities  and  the  denial  of  the  rights  of 
minorities  in  the  rural  parts.  He  made 
a  charge  that  the  government  having  been 
elected  as  the  result  of  a  group  system, 
had  not  maintained  the  same  regard  for 
the  political  expression  of  other  groups. 

Dealing  with  the  division  of  the  terri- 
tories for  voting  purposes,  the  Conserva- 
tive leader  gave  the  Government  the  same 
free  hand  as  with  regard  to  the  system  of 


voting.  He  did  not  suggest  any  par- 
ticular system. 

O.  L.  McPherson,  Minister  of  Publio 
Works,  followed.  He  did  not  place  much 
weight  on  the  figures  quoted.  No  system 
of  either  voting  or  distribution  had  ever 
been  devised  which  could  guarantee 
equality.  No  system  would  yet  be  de- 
vised which  would  produce  any  specific 
results.  Even  in  the  elections  held  in 
Great  Britain  the  divergence  between  the 
number  of  members  and  the  number  of 
votes  was  striking,  as  had  also  been  evi- 
dent during  the  last  federal  election. 

The  Minister  repeated  the  assurance  of 
last  session  that  the  Government  would 
provide  ample  time  for  the  consideration 
of  the  entire  question  before  the  next 
election. 

J.  T.  Shaw  re-introduced  the  suggestion 
of  last  year.  The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Gillivray did  not  suit  him,  as  he  did  not 
want  any  Government  to  introduce  meas- 
ures of  this  kind.  After  reviewing  the 
history  of  redistribution  measures,  Mr. 
Shaw  again  touched  on  the  appointment 
of  a  commission,  subject  to  the  Legislature, 
whose  duties  were  outlined  in  the  amend- 
ment. 

He  was  not  content  with  the  assurance 
of  the  Minister  of  Public  Works  that 
ample  time  would  be  provided.  He 
thought  the  logical  time  was  just  after  a 
Federal  census,  and  also  thought  that  the 
first  or  second  year  of  legislative  life  was 
the  proper  time  to  consider  this  question. 

BROWNLEE  GIVES 
VIEWS  ON  QUESTION 

Premier  Brownlee  thought  from  the 
report  of  the  daily  press  that  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Shaw  was  practically  the 
same  as  last  year.  He  did  not  agree  that 
the  system  had  been  unfair  to  minorities 
any  more  than  in  other  elections.  In  fact 
this  Government  had  been  elected  on 
the  basis  of  the  old  system  of  voting, 
and  the  division  of  the  constituencies  had 
never  been  changed.  The  same  division 
had  existed  both  in  1921  and  when  the 
Government  were  returned  in  1926.  The 
fact  that  the  Conservatives  had  a  larger 
group  than  in  1921  as  had  also  Labor, 
must  surely  have  convinced  the  leader 
that  no  injustice  had  been  attempted. 

He  was  not  going  to  deny  that  the 
Government  had  a  minority  of  the  votes 
cast  at  the  last  election.  That  was  due 
entirely  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
groups  which  took  part  in  the  election. 
In  the  old  days  when  there  were  but  two- 
parties  there  had  to  be  a  majority  on  the 
part  of  one  party.  But  with  the  develop- 
ment of  diversified  interests  seeking  elec- 
tion, the  tendency  was  to  have  more  and 
more  groups  seek  the  political  favors  of  the 
electorate.  The  situation  would  intensify 
as  time  went  on  and  it  would  not  always 
follow  that  the  group  having  the  largest 
number  of  members  would  necessarily 
have  the  highest  number  of  votes. 

FUNCTION  OF  AN 
ELECTED  MEMBER 

Talking  of  Proportional  Representation, 
while  the  system  was  an  excellent  one  in 
the  cities,  the  Premier  was  of  opinion 
that  it  could  not  be  applied  in  the  lar^e 
areas  which  comprised  a  constituency  in 
this  Province.  While  it  could  easily  be 
arranged  that  a  multi-member  constitu- 
ency be  set  up,  it  would  not  be  found 
suitable  because  there  was  more  to  this 
than  just  electing  a  representative  who 
would  sit  in  the  Legislature.  There  was 
a  more  important  thing  than  that,  and 
it  was  essential  that  a  member  perform 
other  functions.  He  had  to  keep  up  to 
the  minute  in  regard  to  the  •connmix? 
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life  of  his  constituents  and  to  live  in  the 
closest  touch  with  them  in  order  to  be  a 
real  representative.  To  accomplish  this 
in  a  large  area  was  an  impossibility.  Take 
for  example  the  constituency  of  Atha- 
basca at  this  time.  It  ne-essitated  hun- 
dreds of  miles  of  travel  if  the  work  of 
representing  it  was  performed  in  the 
light  of  modern  needs.  The  increase  in 
the  size  so  as  to  apply  Proportional  Rep- 
resentation was  an  impractical  thing. 

WHY  IT  IS  UNWISE 
TO  START  TOO  SOON 

The  argument  that  a  redistribution 
measure  should  follow  a  Federal  census, 
especially  when  completed  at  the  time  of 
the  first  session  of  the  Legislature,  was 
not  in  the  Premier's  opinion  very  wise. 
The  great  changes  now  going  on  all  over 
the  Province — in  Peace  River,  for  example, 
would  mean  a  realignment  if  not  a  new 
constituency  in  the  future.  He  thought 
they  should  not  start  too  soon. 

Population  was  not  an  absolute  basis  for 
redistribution,  though  it  was  a  factor. 

The  three  questions  which  Mr.  Brown- 
lee  considered  were:  was  there  a  need 
for  redistribution;  and  if  so,  when  should 
it  be  undertaken;  and  how  should  it  be 
done?  There  were  three  ways.  The 
motion  set  out  by  Mr.  McGillivray  was 
foreign  to  that  set  out  by  Mr.  Shaw. 
One  was  a  scheme  of  the  Government, 
the  other  that  of  a  Commission.  Mr. 
Brownlee  considered  there  was  one  other 
— that  of  the  appointment  of  a  house 
committee.  Mr.  Shaw's  amendment  was 
a  confession  of  inability  to  attempt  a 
solution  by  committee  of  the  Assembly. 
But  even  in  the  proposal  of  Mr.  Shaw,  the 
Assembly  was  the  final  arbiter. 

Mr.  Shaw  rose  to  say  he  had  experience 
of  the  work  of  committees  actuated  by 
selfish  motives  and  sitting  in  secret. 

The  Premier  answered  that  perhaps  the 
member  had  had  the  experience  of  that 
in  one  House  but  not  in  this  Province. 
He  left  it  to  the  Labor  member  who  had 
sat  on  the  Provincial  Committee  in  1025 
as  to  whether  things  had  been  open  and 
above  board  or  not.  If  redistribution 
had  not  been  accomplished  as  charged 
by  the  Liberal  Leader,  then  he  asked  the 
mambe-s  of  that  group  to  search  their 
own  rnart's  for  the  reason. 

Fred  J.  White  (Labor  leader)  Calgary, 
did  not  subscrfbe  to  the  Government 
being  charged  with  the  preparation  of 
this  scheme  as  set  out  in  the  resolution. 
The  first  part  of  Mr.  Shaw's  amendment 
was  all  right,  but  he  disagreed  with  the 
latter.  He  was  not  afraid  to  accept  re- 
sponsibility. The  Legislative  Assembly 
should  make  this  its  own  responsibility, 
and  he  counselled  the  leader  of  the  Liberals 
to  look  into  the  journals  of  the  1926  session 
to  find  the  real  reason  for  the  inability 
of  passing  a  redistribution  measure  at 
that  session.  The  third  session  was  the 
logical  time  in  his  opinion  to  set  about  the 
work,  and  the  measure  itself  could  be 
dealt  with  in  the  fourth. 

Mr.  McGillivray  was  closing  the  debate 
at  recess. 

Under  the  terms  of  an  amendment 
of  the  Theatres  Act  introduced  in  com- 
mittee on  Friday  evening,  it  is  provided 
that  a  license  for  any  theatre  or  enter- 
tainment hall  shall  only  be  given  by  the 
Province  so  long  as  the  licensee  is  the 
holder  of  a  valid  license  from  the  town 
or  city  concerned. 

GIBBS'  VIEW  ON 
P.  R.  PLEBISCITE 

In  committee  on  the  Edmonton  charter 
amendments,  S.  A.  Carson  (U.F.A.), 
Sturgeon,  moved  an  amendment  to  pro- 
tect producers  of  garden  stuff  who  bring 


their  own  produce  into  the  city  for  sale 
from  the  necessity  of  paving  license  fe2s. 
This  was  agreed  to.  The  abolition  of 
proportional  representation  in  municioal 
elections  was  finally  agreed  to,  after 
Mr.  Gibbs  had  stated  his  intention  to 
accept  the  amendment  decision,  though 
he  stated  that  he  would  not  oppose  the 
plebiscite;  the  method  by  which  this 
plebiscite  to  abolish  P.  R.  was  obtained 
violated  all  the  ordinary  rules  of  clarity 
and  fairness  which  should  be  observed 
in  such  cases.  The  terms  of  the  plebiscite 
had  been  confused  and  unsatisfactory, 
in  soite  of  the  fact  that  representations 
had  been  made  with  a  view  to  its  being 
clearly  worded.  "I  do  not  believe  that 
the  oooole  who  voted  against  P.  R.  realis- 
ed the  implications  of  the  plebiscite,"  he 
said,  "and  I  have  no  doubt  that  after 
experience  under  the  unsatisfactory  system 
to  which  they  have  returned,  the  same 
people  will  be  coming  back  to  this  Legis- 
lature to  have  proportional  representa- 
tion restored." 

URC^  DISTINCTION  BETWEEN 
FORMS  OF  CRIME 

Following  objections  raised  by  Mr. 
Gibbs  and  Mr.  Shaw  to  one  clause  in  the 
bill  to  amond  the  Medical  Profession 
Act,  the  clause  was  stood  over  for  furthor 
consideration.  It  provides  that  the 
Medical  Council  may  direct  the  erasing 
from  the  register  of  the  name  of  any 
practitioner  who  "has  been  convicted 
of  an  oflense  ounishable,  by  more  than 
one  year's  imprisonment  under  the 
Criminal  Code  of  Canada,  upon  proof  of 
such  conviction." 

Mr.  Gibbs  contended  that  there  should 
be  a  distinction  made  between  a  con- 
viction involving  professional  conduct 
and  conviction  for  an  offense  which  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  practice  of  the 
profession.  F.ven  a  very  skilled  surgeon 
who  was  entirely  honorable  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  might  fall  by  the  way  in 
breaking  some  section  of  the  criminal 
code.  Yet  if  he  were  to  be  prevented 
from  practising  an  injustice  might  be 
done  both  to  himself  and  to  society, 
which  needed  his  skill. 

Mr.  Shaw  cited  the  possibility  that  a 
medical  man  might  grievously  wound 
another  man  in  some  wav  during  an  en- 
counter and  so  become  liable  under  the 
criminal  code,  though  his  action  might 
not  re'lect  on  his  pro'esssional  honor  in 
any  way,  while  Mr.  Giroux  instanced 
the  case  of  a  doctor  who  in  speeding  to 
respond  to  a  call  from  a  patient,  might 
be  criminally  involved  in  an  automobile 
accident.  This  would  not  make  him  any 
the  less  valuable  as  a  physician. 

Both  Mr.  Gibbs  and  Mr.  Shaw  con- 
tended that  since  the  serving  of  a  sen- 
tence was  regarded  as  the  exoiation  of  a 
crime,  it  would  be  unfair  to  punish  a  man 
twice  by  depriving  him  of  his  means  of 
livelihood,  unless  he  had  been  guilty  o 
mal  practice  in  connection  with  his  pro- 
fession. 

The  act  is  amended  to  provide  that 
there  shall  be  no  aopeal  from  an  order 
of  the  Medical  Council  unanimously 
made,  to  suspend  or  otherwise  discipline 
a  member  of  the  profession.  In  other 
cases  appeal  may  be  made  to  a  judge. 

Mr.  Gibbs  wondered  why  the  Medical 
Council  should  have  power  to  make  a 
profit  out  of  members  by  imposing  fines, 
as  provided  in  payment  of  certain  penal- 
ities which  the  council  might  order.  Tim 
brought  Mr.  Shaw  to  his  feet  to  contend 
that  the  right  to  fine  should  be  imposed 
only  by  the  stato.  This  power  was 
possessed  by  several  organizations,  Mr. 
Brownlee  pointed  out. 


"The  trades  unions  doit,"  interjected 
Mr.  Parkyn,  and  the  clause  passed  with- 
ou}  discussion. 

Various  other  minor  clauses  were  dis- 
cussed and  adopted. 

FRANCHISE  OF  * 
NORTHERN  POWER  CO. 

In  committee  on  the  bill  to  incorporate 
tho  Northern  Alberta  Power  Company, 
Mr.  McGillivray  objected  to  a  section 
which  gives  the  comoany  exclusive  right 
to  distribute  elect'i -ity  in  the  territory 
affected,  and  contended  that  the  assent 
of  the  neople  in  this  area  should  be  re- 
quired first.  When  municipalities  granted 
franchises,  he  said,  a  two-thirds  vote  of 
approval  of  the  ratepayers  was  as  a  rule 
necessary. 

Mr.  Christophers  pointed  out  that 
in  the  closed  area  affected,  as  in  "Com- 
pany towns"  generally,  nobody  except 
the  company  really  owned  any  property, 
so  there  were  no  burgesses  with  the  right 
to  vote. 

Mr.  Brownlee  pointed  out  that  the 
object  of  the  bill  was  to  enable  the  com- 
pany to  provide  with  electricity  several 
small  mines  which  could  not  themselves 
cheaply  undertake  to  do  so,  and  these 
mines  wanted  the  legislation.  The  Ed- 
monton Board  of  Trade  had  passed 
favorably  upon  it. 

There  was  a  memorandum  from  two 
concerns  in  opposition. 

A.  M.  Matheson,  (U.F.A.).  Vegreville. 
moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "sole  and 
exclusive"  but  the  assembly  refused. 

Mr.  GibbR  moved  an  amendment  to 
the  clause  dealing  with  the  Government's 
right  to  take  over  the  project  at  the  end 
of  fifteen  years.  The  member  argued 
that  in  the  event  of  there  being  built 
up  a  depreciation  and  reserve  fund,  the 
amount  in  that  fund  should  be  deducted 
from  the  valuation  which  will  be  placed 
upon  the  property  when  the  sale  is  being 
arranged.  This  was  agreed  to  and  the 
bill  was  finally  put  through  committee. 
SECOND  THOUGHTS  ON 
LETHBRIDGE  CHARTER 

The  Lethbridge  charter  was  also  finally 
put  out  of  committee.  The  clauses  left 
undecided  the  night  previously  wore 
tackled.  The  members  were  in  a  very 
bold  mood,  and  the  thing  which  they  had 
hesitated  at  before  was  done  right  off 
the  bat.  That  is,  the  portion  of  the 
clause  making  another  plebiscite  nec- 
essary bofore  the  bill  became  law  was 
wi^ed  out. 

The  Premier  himself  had  given  it 
thought  oyer  night.  The  charter  had  come 
before  them  in  a  rather  confused  way. 
"The  citizens  of  Lethbridge  had  taken 
a  vote  on  the  managerial  form  of  Govern- 
ment and  this  had  carried  by  a  large 
majority.  There  had  been  no  doubt 
on  that  point.  So  I  see  no  reason  for 
a  second  vote.  The  charter  amendment 
is  the  work  of  the  citizens  committee 
plus  the  city  council.  The  only  doubt 
in  the  mattter,  if  there  is  a  doubt,  is  with 
regard  to  the  system  of  voting." 

The  Premier  went  on  to  say  that  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  did  not  sit 
there  for  the  fun  of  it,  and  as  the  bill  had 
come  from  the  council  in  confused  form, 
the  council  would  have  to  accept  the  res- 
ponsibility. If  they  did  not  want  P.  R. 
they  would  just  have  to  decide  that  and 
come  before  them  next  session.  In  the 
meantime  he  would  strike  out  the  portion 
requiring  another  plebiscite. 

A  number  of  the  members  thought  as 
he  did  and  the  provision  went  by  the 
boards.  A  stack  of  petitions  about 
20  inches  high  protesting  the  amuse- 
ment tax  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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Redistribution  and 
Trackways  Bill  Are 
Debated  in  Assembly 

Brownlee   on   Financial   Saving  Which 
Would  Be  Effected  by  Acceptance  of 
Dominion  Police  Offer 

SATURDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  _  17.— Saturday 
forenoon  was  employed  in  clearing  off 
the  order  paper  in  good  shape.  The 
Premier  made  a  statement  as  to  the 
actual  saving  which  would  be  made  should 
the  Dominion  be  given  the  job  of  policing 
the  Province.  He  enumerated  the  items, 
such  as  maintenance  and  travelling  ex- 
penses, motor  vehicles  and  boats,  clothing 
and  kit,  and  salaries  which  would  be 
borne  by  the  Dominion.  The  estimate 
for  the  Province  was  $429,606.25,  and 
deducting  from  this  $42,000  for  prisoners' 
maintenance,  which  would  still  be  borne 
by  the  Province,  and  the  $210,000  sub- 
sidy to  the  Dominion,  would  leave  a 
saving  of  around  $177,000.  Of  course 
there  was  the  further  consideration  of 
the  liquor  squad  and  the  special  force, 
which  had  not  yet  been  decided.  If 
the  Province  maintained  that  item  it 
would  reduce  the  saving  considerably. 
The  bill  to  define  the  status  of  the  R.C. 
M.P.  in  the  Province  was  introduced  and 
read  a  first  time. 

An  amendment  to  the  Public  Utilities 
Act  was  read  a  second  time,  making  pro- 
vision for  the  detaching  of  territory  from 
a  city  by  the  Board. 

DEBATE  ON  J.  T.  SHAW'S 
AMENDMENT 

On  the  resumption  of  the  debate  on 
the  amendment  of  J.  T.  Shaw,  to  A.  A. 
MacGillivray's  motion  on  redistribution, 
the  Conservative  leader  again  spoke. 
He  retraced  the  steps  outlined  the  day 
previously.  He  favored  the  appointment 
of  a  redistribution  committee,  but  did 
not  make  that  the  basis  of  his  motion 
because  he  had  pressed  for  that  last  year 
when  the  Government  had  voted  against 
,it.  Now  the  leader  thought  that  as  they 
had  refused  the  opposition's  motion  last 
year  and  having  regard  to  the  passage 
of  time,  he  gave  them  a  free  hand  to  bring 
in  one  of  their  own.  He  again  asserted 
that  once  the  principle  of  giving  repre- 
sentation to  minorities  in  cities  was 
accepted  by  the  Government,  it  was  a 
moral  obligation  to  extend  that  right  to 
the  country  as  well. 

Mr.  MacGillivray  criticised  the  Premier's 
statement  that  the  tendency  was  away 
from  the  two  party  system  and  toward 
the  increase  of  groups.  Well,  if  that 
were  admitted,  the  very  minute  the 
Government  subscribed  to  group  repre- 
sentation, that  moment  they  were  in 
duty  bound  to  set  up  a  condition  designed 
to  extend  representation  to  all  other 
groups.  "Otherwise,"  he  said,  "you  are 
saying  we  will  use  the  group  system  to 
get  into  power,  but  we  will  retain  the  old 
machinery  to  keep  all  other  groups  out 
of  power." 

Although  this  Government  chooses  this 
course,  he  concluded  dramatically,  he 
retained  his  faith  that  the  tiller  of  the 
soil  would  not  endorse  a  policy  denying 
other  elements  fair  representation. 

The  Shaw  amendment  was  lost,  those 
voting  for  it  being,  A.  A.  MacGillivray, 
D.  M.  Duggan  and  Col.  Weaver,  Con- 


servatives; Joseph  T.  Shaw,  Lucien 
Boudreau,  J.  W.  Frame  and  George 
Webster — 7;  All  other  members  present 
opposing  it — 40.  Messrs.  Prevey,  Irwin 
and  Giroux  were  paired  for  the  amend- 
ment with  Messrs.  Pattinson,  the  Attorney 
General  and  White  against. 

When  the  Northern  Power  Co.  Bill 
was  read  a  third  time  there  were  a  few 
noe's  but  no  discussion. 

CLAYPOOL  MOVES 
TRACKWAYS  BILL 

Following  Mr.  MacGillivray's  motion 
the  Assembly  went  into  Committee  on 
the  Trackways  Bill.  As  explained  be- 
fore, this  is  an  application  by  several 
prominent  Calgarians  for  incorporation 
in  order  to  build  super-service  roads. 
The  bill  is  in  charge  of  A.  B.  Claypool 
(U.F.A.),  Didsbury,  and  the  committee 
having  decided  to  debate  the  bill,  Mr. 
Claypool  took  the  offensive. 

The  member  said  at  the  outset  that  the 
principle  was  really  whether  a  charter 
should  be  given  to  a  private  corporation 
to  construct,  maintain  and  operate  con- 
crete highways  from  certain  cities  to 
other  cities  or  points  in  the  Province  for 
a  class  of  people  who  desired  to  use  and 
pay  for  such  service.  The  point  was 
whether  highways  should  remain  solely 
Provincial  undertakings  when  in  view  of 
the  financial  position  the  demand  for 
super-service  would  not  be  met  for  pos- 
sibly 20  years.  The  question  boiled  down 
to  whether  they  should  grant  this  charter 
and  thus  let  super-service  be  provided, 
or  on  the  other  hand  deny  it  and  let  the 
people  who  would  use  highways  of  this 
nature  still  continue  to  use  the  less  effi- 
cient public  highways  until  such  time  as 
the  Province  could  afford  to  build  hard 
surface  roads. 

The  Province  was  estimating  one  and 
a  half  millions  for  highways  and  $400,000 
for  market  roads  this  year.  There  were 
10  miles  of  market  road  to  each  mile  of 
main  highway.  The  concentration  of  the 
last  six  or  seven  years  had  been  on 
highways,  assisted  by  Dominion  subven- 
tions, and  the  member  thought  the  mar- 
ket road  had  been  sacrificed.  He  stressed 
the  need  of  market  roads  for  the  market- 
ing of  farm  produce,  and  said  if  the  future 
was  to  be  a  repetition  of  the  past  they 
would  still  be  neglected.  By  the  granting 
of  this  charter,  he  argued,  money  which 
would  be  freed  by  the  lessening  of  the 
call  of  the  highway  system  could  be  put 
to  the  building  and  perfecting  of  the 
market  roads. 

Mr.  Claypool  stressed  the  saving  to  the 
car  owner  from  the  use  of  a  smooth  sur- 
faced road.  The  fee  would  be  reasonable. 
There  were  lots  of  people  who  would  buy 
the  privilege  of  travel  just  as  they  would 
buy  any  other  luxury.  There  was  no 
monopoly.  Neither  could  the  proposed 
highway  be  called  a  toll  road  in  the  old 
sense  of  the  word  because  there  would 
always  be  the  Provincial  road  which  was 
free. 

McCOOL  CRITICAL 
OF  PROPOSAL 

R.  M.  McCool  (U.F.A.),  Cochrane, 
crossed  swords  with  the  proponent  of  the 
scheme.  He  claimed  that  in  submitting 
evidence  the  promoters  had  shown  that 
the  cost  of  these  roads  would  be  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $39,000  per  mile.  They 
had  also  shown  that  the  income  on  the 
Banff  road  would  not  meet  operating 
and  interest  charges  until  the  number  of 
cars  reached  350  per  cent  greater  than 
at  present.  He  claimed  they  had  stated 
that,  last  year  52,000  cars  had  passed  in 


and  out  the  Park  Gates,  45  per  cent  in 
excess  of  the  past  five  years.  Mr.  Mc- 
Cool claimed  that  because  of  that  they 
were  basing  the  income  on  an  exaggerated 
figure,  and  if  it  were  to  take  171,000  cars 
to  meet  the  charges  and  should  the  same 
rate  of  progress  be  maintained  and  they 
got  only  fifty  per  cent  of  the  cars  trav- 
elling to  and  from  Banff,  then  they  would 
find  themselves  in  financial  difficulties. 

Not  only  would  the  construction  costs 
be  met  by  the  sale  of  bonds,  but  the 
promoters  when  asked  where  the  money 
would  come  to  keep  on  going,  should  there 
be  less  income  than  necessary,  said  they 
would  sell  more  bonds.  This  was  a  poor 
way  to  finance  deficits. 

The  member  spoke  up  for  protection 
of  the  investor,  especially  the  Alberta 
purchaser.  He  warned  also  against  the 
danger  of  having  the  Province  implicated 
in  the  event  of  failure.  The  fact  that 
sanction  would  be  given  by  the  Legis- 
lature, if  it  carried,  would  be  ample 
reason  for  an  appeal  to  the  Province  to 
step  in  and  relieve  the  bondholder  when 
trouble  arose  financially. 

M.  J.  CONNOR 
IS  UNCONVINCED 

M.  J.  Connor  (U.F.A.),  Warner,  had 
kept  an  open  mind.  He  was  unconvinced 
that  the  scheme  was  feasible.  No  matter 
who  built  the  highways  of  the  Province, 
the  people  of  the  Province  would  have  to 
pay  for  them  anyway.  The  tourist  and 
visitor  did  not  carry  so  much  of  the  load 
as  was  credited  to  them. 

His  study  of  the  demand  for  super- 
roads  led  him  to  conclude  that  with  the 
exception  of  the  Vanderbilt  road  there 
was  not  a  solitary  road  of  this  nature  in 
operation,  not  even  in  the  populous  dis- 
tricts of  the  U.S.  and  Europe.  The 
function  of  road  building  was  a  Provincial 
one,  and  if  a  toll  was  necessary  for  super- 
service  the  Province  would  be  quite 
justifed  in  charging  this. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  first  or  trial 
stretch  would  be  from  Banff  to  Calgary. 
In  order  to  feed  this  road  the  Province 
would  have  to  maintain  efficient  high- 
ways from  the  boundary,  and  the  member 
did  not  like  the  idea  of  the  Province 
spending  money  for  roads  which  would 
be  free  and  which  would  feed  the  road 
which  had  a  toll.  • 

He  feared  another  project  similar  to 
irrigation  and  railways  being  thrown  on 
the  Government's  hands. 

McPHERSON  THINKS  WILL 
GIVE  NO  RELIEF 

O.  L.  McPherson,  Minister  of  Public 
Works,  said  there  was  a  great  deal  to  be 
said  for  and  against.  He  was  not  op- 
posed to  the  principle  of  a  toll  of  this 
nature.  It  was  not  the  same  as  the  toll 
of  a  few  generations  ago,  as  there  was  an 
alternative.  He  did  not  think  that  the 
building  of  this  highway  would  afford 
any  relief  to  the  Province,  as  highways 
and  market  roads  would  have  to  be  under- 
taken for  many  years  to  come.  There 
might  be  a  reduction  of  maintenance  on 
the  Provincial  Banff  Road  on  account  of 
decreased  traffic.  Market  roads  had  no 
bearing  on  this.  It  might  soon  be  neces- 
sary to  build  hard  surface  roads  all  over 
the  Province.  Tho  transportation  re- 
quirements would  determine  the  type  of 
road.  If  ho  had  assurance  that  tho  Prov- 
ince would  not  become  involved  should 
financial  difficulties  arise,  he  would  be 
glad  to  give  approval.  The  question  of 
the  manner  of  financing  was  the  big  issue 
Were  the  investors  small  and  scattered  or 
did  the  promoters  have  the  financial 
backing  of  some  interests  able  to  carry  on1' 
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If  the  latter  were  the  case  and  some 
institution  or  institutions  with  finances 
and  assets  sufficient  to  guarantee  a  million 
or  so  to  begin  with  the  case  would  be  all 
right.  But  in  view  of  the  lack  of  assur- 
ance in  this  regard  he  could  not  give  his 
blessing  and  say  go  ahead. 

DUGGAN  DEMANDS 
GUARANTEES 

D.  M.  Duggan  (Cons.),  Edmonton, 
thought  the  proposal  had  in  it  too  much 
speculation,  in  relation  to  need.  As  a 
Province  he  believed  we  were  developing 
as  rapidly  as  could  be  expected.  This 
venture  was  designed  to  make  money 
rather  than  to  furnish  a  service.  There- 
fore he  demanded  guarantees  on  the  part 
of  the  promoters. 

Mr.  Duggan  claimed  that  the  govern- 
ment could  raise  capital  to  build  a  road 
like  this  easier  than  the  private  interests. 
They  could,  in  his  opinion,  secure  money 
at  a  rate  which  would  build  the  road  for 
60  per  cent  less.  If  the  Government 
would  assume  responsibility  he  was  pre- 
pared to  support  it. 

McGILLIVRAT 
EXPRESSES  VIEWS 

A.  A.  McGillivray  (Cons.),  Calgary, 
expressed  the  view  that  an  offer  of  this 
kind  should  not  be  lightly  thrown  aside. 
This  was  not  a  toll  road  as  those  who 
did  not  wish  to  pay  could  still  use  the 
King's  Highway.  He  was  only  concerned 
with  the  question  as  to  whether  the 
system  of  financing  might  be  one  which 
would  redound  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  Province,  leading  to  the  investor 
deciding  that  Alberta,  was  a  poor  field  for 
investment.  He  favored  the  building  of 
a  section  only  at  present.  The  Calgary- 
Banff  portion  could  be  granted  now,  and 
the  promoters  could  come  back  later  as  a 
result  of  experience.  He  intimated  that 
in  committee  later  he  would  move  an 
amendment  to  put  the  issue  of  stock  sub- 
ject to  the  permission  of  the  Public 
Utilities  Board. 

AT  LEAST  NOT 
ALTRUISM,  SATS  GIBBS 

C.  L.  Gibbs  (Labor),  Edmonton,  said 
the  promoters  were  a  hotel  man,  a  barris- 
ter and  a  real  estate  agent — men  not  likely 
to  venture  into  a  thing  like  this  on  account 
of  their  health.  At  least  it  was  not  altru- 
ism. He  did  not  think  the  Public  Utili- 
ties Board  had  any  business  with  other 
than  public  utilities.  This  was  no  more 
a  public  utility  than  a  dance  hall  or  a 
vaudeville  theatre,  a  statement  which 
sent  Mr.  McGillivray  to  the  volumes  of 
statutes  on  the  table.  (It  was  shown 
that  the  Board  has  the  power  to  investi- 
gate the  standing  of  companies  and  the 
value  of  their  shares  before  issue.) 

The  profit  to  be  made  was  not  alluring, 
but  if  the  Government,  aided  by  the 
Public  Utilities  Board,  sanctioned  the 
charter,  he  knew  what  use  high  powered 
salesmen  would  make  of  that  fact  in 
selling  the  stock.  He  had  no  objection 
to  the  building  of  speedways.  He  did 
object  to  putting  the  seal  of  approval  on 
the  issue  of  bonds,  knowing  that  more 
money  might  be  made  by  the  promoters 
from  the  peddling  of  stock  than  in  profits 
from  the  road.  The  Province  had  been 
skinned  more  than  once  by  wildcatters. 
Residents  of  Alberta,  as  well  as  eastern- 
ers, would  be  ballyhooed  into  buying 
these. 

PARKYN  OPPOSES 
THE  BILL 

R.  H.  Parkyn,  (Lab.),  Calgary,  said 
some  people  fancied  that  the  golden  age 
lay  behind  them.  The  King's  Highway 
had  been  free  for  many  decades,  whether 


the  King  had  anything  to  do  with  it  or 
not.  This  was  a  retrograde  step.  The 
farmer  and  not  the  tourist  made  the 
country.  No  economist  of  any  repute 
held  that  prosperity  could  be  linked  up 
with  pleasure  seekers.  Parallel  railroads 
had  been  the  curse  of  the  country,  and 
this  was  dangerous  here. 

PREMIER  GIVES  HIS 
VIEWS  TO  ASSEMBLY 

J.  E.  Brownlee  spoke  as  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  and  not  as  a  member  of 
the  Government,  although  he  thought 
the  other  Ministers  shared  his  view.  This 
was  a  private  bill.  He  was  opposing  on 
only  one  thing,  that  the  bill  was  pre- 
mature. He  did  not  see  anything  wrong 
with  the  principle  of  a  toll  under  the 
circumstances.  He  did  not  like  the  idea 
of  shifting  of  responsibility  from  the 
Legislature  by  throwing  the  responsibility 
on  to  the  Utilities  Board.  They  had  re- 
sponsibilities as  legislators  to  perform 
when  it  came  to  the  granting  of  franchises 
with  railway  powers.  He  felt  that  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  had  received 
as  much  information  from  the  promoters 
when  they  were  on  the  stand  as  the 
Utilities  Board  could  in  the  course  of  the 
next  year. 

Neither  did  he  agree  with  the  sponsor 
of  the  bill  that  it  would  be  20  years 
before  the  Province  could  undertake  hard 
surface  highways.  It  was  true  that  it 
might  not  be  able  for  a  few  years,  but  the 
time  was  not  far  distant  which  would 
witness  improvement. 

UNHAPPY  HISTORY  OF 
SOME  FRANCHISES 

The  history  of  the  Province  had  given 
examples  of  granting  franchises  which 
were  quite  all  right  and  which  had  given 
promise  at  the  beginning.  But  the  end 
had  not  been  so  successful.  If  this  road 
got  under  way  and  failed,  the  inevitable 
would  be  that  the  public,  having  been 
educated  to  the  use  of  this  type  of  road, 
would  begin  clamoring  for  relief.  The 
same  thing  which  had  happened  in  the 
past  would  be  repeated.  The  Govern- 
ment would  have  to  assume  responsibility. 

The  Dominion  House  had  at  one  time 
given  charters  to  all  and  sundry,  but 
as  the  result  of  that  indiscriminate  policy 
the  Dominion  had  been  cluttered  up 
with  defunct  schemes  clamoring  for  relief. 
Today  a  charter  had  to  be  of  the  soundest 
nature  to  get  by  the  Dominion  House. 
The  reason  why  many  charters  were 
refused  in  the  Dominion  was  on  the  ground 
of  prematurity. 

The  Premier  had  got  in  touch  with 
every  state  in  the  union.  The  only 
place  where  a  demand  for  super-highways 
existed  at  all  was  in  the  eastern  states 
where  the  population  and  traffic  were 
heaviest.  We  in  Alberta  did  not  have 
an  acute  traffic  problem  like  that.  The 
sparseness  of  population  meant  that  the 
venture  would  be  fraught  with  danger. 
The  auto  user  was  generally  too  impatient. 

The  basis  mentioned  by  Mr.  McCool 
respecting  the  number  of  cars  travelling 
to  and  from  Banff  meant  that  the  appli- 
cation for  such  a  road  was  300  per  cent  in 
advance  of  the  traffic,  and  this  was  in 
his  opinion  over-optimism. 

PECULIAR  WAY  OF 
MEETING  DEFICIT 

"The  Government  does  not  propose  to 
guarantee  this  venture  in  any  shape,  form 
or  manner,"  said  the  Premier.  The  pro- 
moter told  the  committee  that  the  road 
would  be  financed  by  the  sale  of  bonds. 
Asked  as  to  how  any  deficit  on  the  cost 
of  operating  would  be  met,  they  had  said 


by  the  sale  of  capital  stock.  This  was 
peculiar,  that  with  a  possibility  of  losing 
from  $60,000  to  $70,000  a  year  there 
was  not  a  shadow  of  suggestion  in  the 
bill  regarding  the  creation  of  a  reserve. 

The  Premier  counselled  delay.  This 
year  the  Province  would  be  able  to  gauge 
the  traffic  on  the  surfaced  Government 
road  to  Banff,  and  by  next  session  would 
be  in  better  position  to  determine  what 
action  to  take.  In  the  meantime  they 
were  prepared  to  return  the  fees  to  the 
promoters  and  "say  to  them  to  wait  for 
a  year  or  two  and  if  the  traffic  warrants 
the  project  we  will  reconsider  a  charter, 
as  we  do  not  object  to  the  toll  feature." 

In  the  light  of  all  the  information 
should  the  Legislature  endorse  the  idea 
they  would  lead  the  unsuspecting  investor 
into  this  thing  to  the  grave  danger  of  his 
investment. 

A.  A.  McGillivray  again  stressed  the 
duties  of  the  Public  Utilities  Board.  This 
body  would  determine  if  the  thing  was 
sound  and  the  investor  would  be  protected 
to  the  extent  that  if  the  Board  did  not 
think  fit  they  would  refuse  the  permit 
to  market  the  shares. 

G.  Forster  (U.F.A.),  Handhills,  ap- 
proved of  the  principle  of  the  bill,  al- 
though he  disagreed  with  some  clauses. 
If  the  promoters  could  interest  some  big 
corporation  like  the  Canada  Cement 
Company,  he  thought  the  thing  would  be 
perfectly  sound.  He  would  favor  the 
measure. 

P.  J.  ENZENAUER 
EXPRESSES  VIEWS 

Pete  Enzenauer  (U.F.A.),  Alexandra, 
said  that  if  a  charter  had  been  asked  for 
a  profit  making  road  going  in  a  circle 
it  would  not  have  been  objected  to. 
But  a  road  going  in  a  straight  line  was 
objected  to,  because  it  came  within  the 
definition  of  Webster  that  a  road  was  a 
highway  leading  from  place  to  place. 

The  Minister  of  Public  Works  protested 
against  Webster  being  quoted  as  an  auth- 
ority on  roads. 

Mr.  Enzenauer  repeated  that  if  a 
speedway  was  desired  no  one  would  ob- 
ject seriously.  If  certain  people  wanted 
to  commercialize  the  desire  to  travel  in 
luxury  they  had  every  right  to  draw 
on  their  resources.  This  talk  of  pro- 
tecting the  investor  amused  him.  He 
thought  the  western  investor  was  capable 
of  looking  out  for  himself.  The  Board  of 
Public  Utilities  were  men  able  to  deter- 
mine the  facts  and  the  condition  of  the 
investment.  He  as  a  layman  was  not. 
Therefore  he  thought  that  the  Board 
should  function  in  this  case. 

The  proposal  that  the  Government 
could  get  cheaper  money  and  finance  the 
scheme  was  not  good  enough.  The  same 
might  be  said  of  every  industry.  This 
was  not  a  public  road — it  was  a  com- 
mercial venture.  If  people  were  to  be 
denied  the  right  to  spend  honest  to 
goodness  money  on  luxuries,  then  he 
contended  they  would  go  elsewhere  to 
spend  it.  Better  to  keep  the  money  at 
home.  Mr.  Enzenauer  had  enough  con- 
fidence to  believe  that  a  wildcat  scheme 
would  never  get  by  the  Board  of  Public 
Utilities. 

The  Premier  differed  on  this  point. 
There  was  nothing  involving  a  knowledge 
of  calculus,  and  no  further  information 
could  be  furnished  the  Board  than  had 
been  laid  before  the  members. 

A.  M.  Mathcson  (U.F.A.),  Vegreville, 
moved  that  the  committee  rise.  If  this 
had  been  agreed  to  the  bill  would  have 
been  killed,  but  Hxb  Assembly  did  not 
agree. 

Thereafter   the   committee   and  the 
Assembly  adjourned. 
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Trackways  Bill  Is 
Killed  in  Committee 
-Vote  Stands  29-25 

Non-Party  Vote  on  Motion  by  Premier- 
Many  Speakers  Pro  and  Con 

MONDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  19.— Alberta 
Trackways  bill  took  the  major  part  of  the 
afternoon  in  Committee  of  the  whole, 
the  debate  centering  as  agreed  upon,  a- 
round  the  principle  of  the  bill.  Near  the 
outset,  A.  A.  McCillivray  moved  an 
amendment  along  the  lines  of  his  speech 
the  other  day,  namely  that  the  principle 
of  the  bill  as  expressed  in  the  preamble  be 
granted  subject  to  the  later  approval  of 
the  Public  Utilities  Board.  After  a 
lengthy  debate  conducted  along  strictly 
non-partisan  lines,  the  1  remicr  moved 
that  the  Committee  rise,  it  being  under- 
stood that  if  that  motion  carried  the 
bill  would  thus  be  automatically  killed. 

The  vote  on  being  called  for  was  too 
close  to  be  determined  without  a  stand- 
ing vote,  and  on  the  latter  being  taken 
the  bill  was  thrown  out  by  four  votes, 
29  voting  for  the  Premier's  motion  and 
25  voting  against. 

SHIPMENTS  OF  ALBERTA 
COAL  EAST 

The  Fremier  at  the  opening  of  the 
sitting  was  asked  by  Mr.  Shaw  that  as 
it  had  been  reported  that  the  coal  rate 
had  finally  been  set  by  ordcr-in-council 
what  steps  the  Government  were  taking 
to  meet  the  situation. 

Mr.  Brownlee  stated  that  in  view  of 
the  anticipation  of  this  action  the  Gov- 
ernment had  already  provided  a  bill 
which  would  come  into  effect  on  pro- 
clamation. This  provided  the  necessary 
regulations  for  the  shipment  of  only  the 
very  best  coal  and  other  considerations 
relating  thereto,  and  this  would  take 
care  of  the  situation  for  this  year.  Next 
ear  the  ratification  or  amendment  could 
e  dealt  with. 
The  Fremier  said  that  if  the  impression 
had  been  made  during  his  speech  that  the 
benchers  of  law  society  had  given  their 
approval  of  the  Government's  Discipline 
of  the  Frofessions  Act,  he  had  not  in- 
tended to  convey  that  impression.  He 
read  a  telegram  from  the  society  pointing 
out  that  the  statement  in  the  press  was 
not  their  attitude.  They  had  been  op- 
posed to  certain  clauses. 

TRACKWAYS  BILL 
AGAIN  DEBATED 

The  Trackways  Bill  then  came  up. 
The  arguments  were  much  the  same  as 
formerly,  only  one  or  two  minor  changes 
being  offered.  A.  A.  McGillivray  moved 
his  amendment.  D.  M.  Duggan  switched 
over  from  opposition  to  the  bill  to  give 
it  support  on  the  grounds  of  the  amend- 
ment. So  did  Mr.  1  revcy  who  had  no 
liking  for  it  as  it  stood. 

The  longest  speeches  in  support  of  the 
bill  were  made  by  George  Webster,  (Lib.), 
Calgary,  and  the  sponsor,  A.  B.  Clay- 
pool,  (U.F.A.),  Eidsbury.  The  former 
went  into  detail  as  to  the  progress  of 
traffic  from  the  day  when  he  asked  a 
former  Minister  for  a  little  assistance 
for  the  Calgary-Banff  road  some  years 
ago.  He  had  been  called  a  crank  about 
roads  even  then,  and  had  been  told  that 
his  visions  of  traffic  were  premature. 
But  the  fact  that  50,000  cars  had  gone 
over  the  road  last  year  had  justified 
those  early  impressions,  and  he  was  quite 
confident  that  the  increase  of  traffic 


in  the  near  future  would  justify  the  optim- 
ism expre^ed  at  this  time. 

The  member  from  Didsbury  answered 
the  opponents  of  the  bill  very  fully, 
dealing  with  the  arguments  advanced 
during  the  degate. 

The  Premier  restated  his  views  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  as  did  Gibbs 
from  the  Labor  benches.  New  speakers 
for  the  bill  were  A.  M.  Mathcson,  Vegro- 
ville,  A.  L.  Sanders,  Stettler:  D.  H. 
Galbraith,  Vulcan;  Donald  Cameron, 
Innisfail;  P.  M.  Christophers,  Kocky 
Mountain;  and  W.  W.  Prevey,  Edmonton. 

New  speakers  opposed  to  the  bill  were 
Sam  Brown,  High  Hiver;  Lome  1  roud- 
foot,  Acadia;  K.  G.  Reid,  Provincial 
Treasurer  and  W.  M.  Washburn. 

WOULD  NOT  RELEASE 
MONEY  FOR  MARKET  ROADS 

Premier  Brownlee  said  he  believed  in 
the  sincerity  of  the  mover  and  seconder, 
A.  A.  McGillivray  and  A.  B.  Claypool. 
This  was  not  a  test  of  strength  of  the 
parties  in  the  Assembly,  lie  did  not 
accept  the  bill  nor  the  amendment  to  the 
bill.  Money  would  not  be  released  for 
Ike  building  of  market  roads  on  account 
of  the  granting  of  this  bill.  The  applica- 
tion for  the  bill  was  based  merely  on  an 
estimate  of  traffic,  and  the  figures  showed 
that  it  would  take  a  300  per  cent  in- 
crease to  make  it  a  paying  proposition. 
It  was  altogether  too  premature. 

A.  M.  Mathcson,  (U.F.A.),  Vegrevillc, 
contended  that  not  more  than  10  per  cent 
of  the  bonds  would  be  marketed  in 
Alberta.  Fie  showed  the  amounts  of 
capital  invested  last  year  in  Dominion, 
1  rovincial  and  Municipal  bonds  besides 
the  monicsspent  on  automobiles,  chain  stores 
and  a  host  of  other  things  which  the 
public  were  asked  to  subscribe  to.  No 
one  could  stop  people  investing  money 
of  their  own. 

D.  H.  Galbraith,  (U.F.A.),  Vulcan, 
briefly  gave  his  reason  for  supporting  the 
bill,  while  D.  Cameron,  (U.F. A.),  Innis- 
fail, pleaded  the  market  road  needs 
as  his  principal  reason  for  support. 

P.  M.  Christophers,  (Lab.),  Pocky 
Mountain,  said  the  discussion  had  nar- 
rowed down  to  the  financial  fitness  of 
the  company.  He  was  not  interested 
in  that.  If  the  bill  ever  came  into  com- 
mittee after  the  principle  was  decided, 
what  he  would  do  would  be  to  see  that 
amendments  protecting  wages  were  in- 
serted. That  was  Labor's  function  as  a 
group.  If  the  Public  Utilities  Board 
was  not  capable  of  determining  whether 
this  was  a  safe  venture  then  the  Board 
should  be  reconstructed. 

J.  T.  Shaw,  (Lib.),  Bow  Bailey,  held 
that  tut  for  the  powers  of  expropriation 
asked  for  this  application  would  not  be 
before  them.  The  company  could  other- 
wise be  formed  under  the  Companies 
Act.  The  Government  was  not  respon- 
sible for  the  bondholders  of  every  company 
formed.  Neither  would  the  Government 
be  responsible  for  the  bondholders  in  this 
case. 

The  Premier  asked  what  Mr.  Shaw 
thought  about  what  would  happen  if 
the  road  failed.  Would  the  people  be 
content  to  allow  the  road  which  they 
had  begun  to  use  to  lie  and  deteriorate 
without  making  an  appeal  to  the  Gov- 
ernment to  take  it  over? 

Mr.  Shaw  said  they  might  make  an 
appeal,  but  the  Government  did  not 
have  to  yield. 

WOULD  SPUR  DEMAND, 
STATES  McPHERSON 

O.  L.  McFherson  said  that  those  who 
used  the  Government  road  which  would 
parallel  the  proposed  highways  would 


not  cease  to  demand  a  high  type  road, 
in  fact  he  thought  they  would  be  spurred 
on  to  demand  that  because  of  the  example. 

The  Board  of  lublic  Utilities  were  all 
right  in  their  particular  field,  but  in  his 
mind  it  was  not  only  a  question  of  financ- 
ing but  also  of  road  making  and  traffic. 
His  department  had  engineers  and  officials 
just  as  able  to  furnish  that  kind  of  in- 
formation as  the  lublic  Utilities  Board. 

THAT  SO-CALLED 
"NO  OBLIGATION" 

C.  L.  Gibbs,  (Lab.),  Edmonton,  dealt 
with  the  argument  that  when  private 
vontures  which  had  been  sanctioned  by 
municipalities  had  failed  the  municipali- 
ties were  under  no  obligation  to  take  them 
over.  One  city  he  mentioned  was  suffer- 
ing under  a  staggering  burden  on  account 
of  the  use  of  that  type  of  argument. 
He  illustrated  this  by  some  remark  about 
subdivisions  which  ran  all  the  way  from 
Jasper  to  the  Aurora  Borealis. 

One  danger  lay  in  this — the  company 
would  not  only  be  granted  powers  to 
build  the  road,  but  they  would  form  sub- 
sidiaries which  would  deal  in  real  estate 
arid  other  ventures,  and  the  road  would 
merely  be  a  focus  for  such  speculative 
schemes.  I  robably  when  the  subsidiary 
schemes  were  perfected  the  main  idea 
would  be  allowed  to  fall  to  pieces,  and  the 
Government  would  have  to  pick  up  the 
broken  bits. 

A  SUGGESTION 
FROM  SAM  BROWN 

Sam  Brown,  (U.F.A.),  High  River, 
advocated  that  if  the  time  arrived  when 
such  a  road  was  necessary  the  1  rovince 
should  build  it,  charging  a  toll  until  the 
capital  was  repaid;  then  the  road  should 
be  made  tree. 

k.  G.  koid,  Provincial  Treasurer,  an- 
swered the  statement  that  the  1  rovince's 
transportation  facilities  had  always  re- 
mained behind  the  necessity.  He  looked 
at  it  this  way  —  that  the  facilities  had 
always  been  away  ahead  of  the  Prov- 
ince's ability  to  pay  for  them. 

BONDHOLDERS  NEVER  PAY 
FOR  ANYTHING 

Bondholders  never  really  pay  for  any- 
thing. The  payments  would  be  made 
cither  by  the  j  cople  who  used  the  road 
or  the  people  of  the  I  rovince.  There  was 
no  wisdom  in  duplication — thus  having 
to  pay  for  two  roads  where  one  would  suffice. 
Looking  buck,  no  schemes  had  ever  been 
disastrous  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
romolers.  There  was  of  course  no 
ublic  Utilities  Board  in  those  days. 
These  roads  were  all  confined  to  the 
southern  part  of  the  1  rovince  and  lack 
of  success  might  greatly  hinder  the 
proper  development  of  the  north. 

If  the  promoters  had  given  the  necessary 
assurances  of  the  financial  ability  he 
would  have  given  consent. 

KEEP  CONTROL 

IN  GOVERNMENT'S  HANDS 

Lome  Proudfoot,  (U.F.A.),  Acadia, 
said  as  the  hard  surface  road  was  not  a 
present  necessity  in  view  of  the  traffic 
the  Legislature  were  wasting  time  dis- 
cussing it.  The  Province  should  build 
it  when  required,  as  the  profit  element 
would  be  eliminated  and  the  Department 
already  functioning  for  that  purpose. 
The  present  line  of  highways  should  be 
the  foundation  of  the  road.  The  develop- 
ment had  been  — first  the  dirt  road,  then 
on  top  of  that  the  gravel;  then  the' later 
development  of  the  use  of  crushed  stone 
and  asphalt.  There  was  no  need  to  build 
another  alongside  or  paralleling  the 
Government  road,  when  the  foundation 
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waB  already  laid.    Any  other  course  was 
an  economic  waste. 

When  the  time  came  to  build  such  a 
road  he  contended  it  would  be  time  en- 
ough to  decide  whether  the  road  should 
be  paid  for  out  of  general  revenue  or  out 
of  the  issue  of  certificates  to  tourists  or 
both.  He  was  opposed  to  the  bill. 

A.  L.  SANDERS 
FAVORS  BILL 

A.  L.  Sanders,  (U.F.A.),  Stettler,  was 
in  favor  of  the  bill  because  of  the  in- 
creasing demand  for  roads  in  other  parts 
of  the  Province,  expecially  in  his  own 
constituency.  In  view  of  the  payments 
of  motor  and  gasoline  taxes  he  thought 
the  market  and  secondary  roads  should 
receive  more  consideration. 

W.  M.  Washburn,  (U.F.A.),  Stoney 
Plain,  spoke  up  for  the  tourist.  He  saw 
no  reason  for  the  toll  in  view  of  the 
ability  of  the  tourist  to  travel  from  the 
country  to  the  south  on  hard  surfaced 
roads  free,  and  then  on  entering  Alberta 
would  have  to  pay  a  toll  for  the  same 
privilege.  That  would  give  the  Province 
a  bad  name. 

The  Premier's  motion  that  the  com- 
mittee rise  carried,  and  the  bill  was  thus 
thrown  out. 

AUDITOR'S  INCREASE 
IN  SALARY 

Quite  a  little  flurry  arose  on  the 
amendment  to  the  Treasury  Act  being 
proposed  granting  an  increase  of  $1,500 
a  year  (from  $5000  to  $6,500)  to  the 
Provincial  auditor.  This  was  to  be  made 
retroactive. 

The  Treasurer  admitted  that  the  Gov- 
ernment had  increased  this  salary  during 
the  year  on  account  of  certain  eventuali- 
ties. It  had  been  emergent  as  they  might 
have  lost  the  services  of  this  valuaole 
servant.  Provision  had  been  made  by 
order-in-council,  and  the  salary  paid. 
Now  the  Assembly  was  asked  to  increase 
the  salary  permanently  and  make  the 
raise  retroactive. 

Joseph  T.  Shaw  refused  to  give  approval 
to  this  method.  He  insisted  that  the 
Legislature  only  had  power  to  make 
changes  in  the  salary  of  an  official 
responsible  to  the  Assembly.  Not  only 
that,  but  he  held  the  official  guilty  of 
malpractice  for  accepting  the  salary 
increase  in  that  manner.  He  would 
support  any  move  for  the  dismissal  of 
the  official. 

FARM  LOANS  BILL 
IN  COMMITTEE 

The  Farm  Loans  Bill  was  dealt  with  in 
Committee.  An  added  clause  provides 
for  the  making  of  advances  from  time  to 
time  for  the  expenses  of  administration. 
Discussion  centred  for  a  little  while  a- 
round  the  provisions  in  the  act  for  the 
granting  of  loans  to  an  individual  direct 
through  any  co-operative  society  or  colon- 
ization society  which  may  be  designated 
from  time  to  time  by  the  Government 
or  by  both. 

Members  on  the  Liberal  benches 
thought  the  act  should  approximate  the 
language  of  the  principal  act  (Federal) 
in  the  wording,  but  the  Treasurer  said 
the  effect  was  the  same.  They  could  not 
follow  meticulously  the  wording. 

SUGGESTION  OF 
SUMMER  SESSION 

The  Police  Act  received  second  reading. 
The  Premier  said  the  result  of  the  con- 
ference of  the  Premier  of  Saskatchewan 
with  the  Dominion  would  clear  up  some 
points,  and  he  thought  that  if  it  was 
possible  to  get  an  understanding  with 
regard  to  the  supervision  and  personnel 
that  was  fair  they  would  make  an  agree- 


ment. This  bill  would  take  care  of  the 
initial  steps,  and  when  the  Assembly  meets 
in  the  summer  (this  was  an  aside)  the 
matter  could  be  fully  dealt  with. 

On  the  motion  to  give  the  bill  reading, 
Labor  went  on  record  as  being  opposed. 

The  Premier  withdrew  the  Debt  Ad- 
justment Act.  Owing  to  the  opposition 
of  the  banks  and  bonding  houses  and  other 
interests  the  Government  had  discussed 
with  representatives  of  these  people  the 
bill  before  the  House,  as  well  as  general 
legislation  of  a  similar  nature.  They 
had  agreed  to  withdraw  the  measure  for 
one  year,  during  which  conferences  would 
be  held  between  the  interests  mentioned 
and  representatives  of  the  farmers.  He 
hoped  to  dispel  a  number  of  illusions  in 
the  minds  of  the  interests. 

The  bill  to  Discipline  the  Professions 
was  under  fire  in  committee.  The 
Minister  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause 
which  gave  the  Board  power  to  formulate 
rules  defining  unprofessional  conduct. 

SOME  PROVISIONS  OF 
PROFESSIONS  DISCIPLINE  ACT 

When  there  is  no  provision  under  a 
professions'  own  act  for  discipline,  the 
Government  Board  shall  have  power  to 
deprive,  either  temporarily  or  permanent- 
ly, any  member  of  the  profession  or  calling 
of  the  privileges  granted  by  the  said  act, 
or  to  fine  him  the  sum  of  not  more  than 
one  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  or 
in  lieu  of  any  such  deprivation,  upon 
finding  him  guilty  of  unprofessional  con- 
duct or  otherwise  unfitted  for  any  reason 
whatsoever  to  practise  his  profession  or 
calling. 

The  right  of  appeal  from  the  Profes- 
sions Board  to  the  Government  Board  is 
provided  for,  but  the  applicant  can, 
within  a  certain  period,  intimate  to  his 
own  Board  that  he  intends  to  so  appeal, 
whereupon  the  Professions  Board  shall 
prepare  a  report  on  the  case  to  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Provincial  Board. 

Power  is  given  to  assess  costs  against 
the  parties  concerned,  whether  plaintiff 
or  defendant.  This  is  intended  to  prevent 
the  too  frequent  use  of  what  Mr.  Shaw 
referred  to  as  "popular"  complaint  on 
the  part  of  individuals  against  members 
of  the  professions. 

While  evidence  shall  be  introduced  by 
affidavit,  the  decision  of  the  Board  shall 
not  be  made  on  the  affidavit  alone. 

A  clause  offered  by  Gordon  Forster, 
(U.F.A.),  Handhills,  dealing  with  trust 
funds  and  the  persons  handling  them,  was 
withdrawn  by  him,  as  well  as  one  asking 
for  the  publication  in  the  Alberta  Grzzlte 
of  the  names  of  all  parties  disciplined. 

PERSONNEL  OF 
THE  BOARD 

The  names  of  the  Discipline  Commit- 
tee of  the  Board  were  stated  as  follows: 
Judge  Walsh,  chairman,  subject  to  his 
consent;  Dr.  Stewart,  Lethbridge;  Col. 
Mewburn,  Edmonton;  H.  M.  E.  Evans, 
Edmonton;  and  another  yet  unnamed. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Real  Estate 
Agents  Bill  will  be  withdrawn. 


AN  ENGLISH  AUTHOR  ON 

CO-OPERATIVE  MARKETING 

"Our  farmers — much  as  the  word  'co- 
operation' now  stinks  in  their  nostrils — 
will  eventually  be  forced  into  some  scheme 
of  combined  marketing  against  those 
middlemen  and  those  shopkeepers  who 
are  now  'cutting  the  guts'  out  of  their 
trade.  And  with  the  combined  market- 
ing must  come  combined  publicity." — 
Gilbert  Frankau,  well-known  Enelish 
author,  in  an  article  on  British  agriculture 
entitled,  "Merrie  England.' 


Department  of  Mines 
Will  Be  Created  When 
Resources  Obtained 

Premier  Makes  Announcement  During 
Discussion  of  Miner's  Wages  Bill — 
Why  Labor  Objects  to  R.C.M.P. 

TUESDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  20.— In  order  to 
get  the  work  finished  in  time  for  "spring 
threshing"  the  legislative  grist  is  being 
pounded  out  in  great  shape.  This  morn- 
ing the  bill  to  provide  security  for  the 
wages  of  miners  was  put  through  com- 
mittee, the  discussion  leading  to  several 
important  statements  by  the  Premier. 

The  Government  made  important  state- 
ments during  the  day  on  Railways,  and 
the  Spray  Lakes  question,  and  there  was 
a  debate  on  the  amendments  to  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act.  (There 
will  be  dealt  with  in  separate  articles, 
printed  in  the  earlier  pages  of  this  issue — 
Editor). 

TO  CREATE  A 
DEPARTMENT  OF  MINES 

That  it  is  the  definite  intention  to 
create  a  new  Department — that  of  Mines 
— was  made  clear  by  Mr.  Brownlee.  The 
formation  of  this  Department  will  be 
delayed  until  the  return  of  the  natural 
resources  is  assured.  Immediately  on  the 
transfer,  the  Department  will  be  set  up, 
and  the  appointment  of  a  high  class  man 
as  deputy  made.  The  Premier  stated 
that  there  was  opportunity  for  a  great 
deal  of  constructive  work  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  coal  mining  industry. 

The  Chief  Inspector  of  Mines  performed 
a  valuable  service  in  the  way  of  regulat- 
ing questions  regarding  the  health  and 
safety  of  the  miners.  When  it  came  to 
questions  relating  to  the  overdevelopment 
of  mining  and  the  securing  of  markets 
as  well  as  the  elimination  of  the  small 
inefficient  mires  the  work  was  beyond 
the  scope  of  tne  Chief  Inspector.  The 
Executive  Council  had  6pent  considerable 
time  looking  around  to  locate  the  type 
of  man  necessary  for  the  position  of 
Deputy,  and  the  Premier  intimated  that 
they  had  such  a  man  in  mind. 

Even  if  the  natural  resources  were  not 
returned  immediately,  the  Government 
might  create  the  Department  and  link 
up  its  work  with  that  of  the  Trade  Com- 
missioner. This  would  give  greater  scope 
to  the  work  of  that  office.  Mr.  Brownlee 
gave  no  hint  as  to  the  time  nor  manner, 
nor  yet  to  the  person  in  line  for  the 
appointment. 

The  bill  puts  the  main  powers  in  the 
hands  of  the  Minister,  who  acts  as  arbiter 
before  the  Board  of  Public  Utilities  takes 
a  hand  in  a  case.  Provided  the  mine 
owners  give  the  necessary  assurances  that 
sufficient  security  for  a  month's  wages 
will  always  be  available,  no  further  action 
will  be  necessary.  Application  can  be 
made  by  a  mine  owner  to  the  Board  of 
Public  Utilities  for  exemption  certificate 
covering  a  period  of  not  more  than  twelve 
months,  but  even  here  the  Minister  has 
power  to  cancel  this  exemption  if  found 
necessary. 

Third  reading  was  given  to  the  Farm 
Loan  Bill  and  the  Treasury  Department 
Bill. 

The  Discipline  Bill  was  further  amended 
to  make  the  decisions  of_the  Provincial 
Board  final  and  conclusive. 

The  Boilers  Act  was  productire  of  a 
long  long  wrangle,  especially  with  regard 
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to  the  separation  of  the  classifications  of 
traction  lboilers  and  stationary  boilers. 

The  last  big  drive  in  opposition  to  the 
Police  Act  was  launched  by  the  Labor 
Members  on  the  bill  reaching  the  com- 
mittee stage. 

URGES  DELAT 

ON  POLICE  QUESTION 

Fred  White  wanted  delay  until  the 
summer  session.  The  Government  should 
go  slow,  and  if  the  Provincial  force  were 
to  be  eliminated,  the  matter  should  wait 
for  the  ratification  of  the  Legislature. 

The  Premier  said  that  if  a  summer  ses- 
sion should  be  decided  upon  the  matter 
would  be  held  pending  that.  If  there 
were  no  session  and  it  was  necessary 
that  the  consummation  be  held  up,  then 
he  thought  it  would  mean  a  loss  to  the 
Province  of  around  $175,000. 

The  members  had  had  the  question 
before  them  long  enough  to  know  how 
to  vote.  The  Government  would  exer- 
cise every  precaution  before  acceptance. 

The  whole  matter  simmered  down  to 
whether  satisfactory  assurances  could  be 
obtained  from  the  Dominion  Government 
regarding  local  autonomy,  the  main- 
tenance of  law  and  order,  enforcement  of 
the  Liquor  Act  and  the  peculiar  problems 
due  to  industrial  conditions  which  differed 
from  those  of  most  Provinces. 

The  proposed  agreement  was  for  seven 
years. 

R.  H.  Parkyn,  (Lab.),  Calgary,  asked 
if  the  Premier  would  say  he  would  not 
enter  into  an  agreement  if  the  Dominion 
refused  to  give  up  all  control  in  the 
Province.  The  Premier  replied  it  was 
ridiculous  to  think  the  Dominion  would 
give  up  all  control. 

Mr.  Parkyn  then  asked  if  he  understood 
correctly  that  the  Province  wanted  full 
control  over  the  R.C.M.P.,  to  which  the 
Premier  replied  that  if  he  would  substi- 
tute "satisfactory"  for  "full"  he  would 
have  the  situation  corectly. 

LABOR  CHARGES  R.C.M.P. 
ARE  POLITICAL  ORGANIZATION 

P.  M.  Christophers  (Lab.),  Rocky 
Mountain,  said  he  had  heard  and  read 
that  the  R.C.M.P.  was  not  a  political 
organization,  to  which  view  he  did  not 
subscribe.  The  "Mounties"  were  becom- 
ing more  so  all  the  time.  As  far  as  Labor 
was  concerned,  the  organization  never 
wanted  to  see  them  again,  and  Labor 
was  diametrically  opposed  to  their  being 
brought  back  into  the  Province  without 
the  consent  of  the  Legislature. 

Col.  C.  Y.  Weaver  (Cons.),  Edmonton, 
urged  that  the  Government  be  mindful 
of  the  financial  saving  to  be  made  by 
amalgamation  and  then  perhaps  more 
might  be  done  with  Old  Age  Pensions  and 
educational  assistance  to  dependent  chil- 
dren of  ex-service  men. 

Premier  Brownlee  said  he  had  no  com- 
ment to  make  on  the  allegation  that  the 
R.C.M.P.  organization  was  dominated  by 
political  influence.  To  do  so  would  be 
to  cast  a  reflection  on  another  Govern- 
ment. But  the  Province  would  press  for 
a  fairness  of  treatment  such  as  prevailed 
in  the  days  of  Commissioner  Perry. 

One  of  the  problems  of  greater  import- 
ance in  Alberta  than  in  Saskatchewan 
was  the  question  of  industrial  strikes. 
If  satisfactory  assurances  were  not  forth- 
coming on  this  question,  he  felt  the  Gov- 
ernment would  be  justified  in  turning 
down  the  proposal  on  that  question  alone. 
The  whole  effort  of  the  Government  would 
be  to  get  a  satisfactory  agreement  with 
the  Dominion. 

Progress  was  then  reported. 


Assembly  Prorogues 
Sedately  at  Close  of 
Important  Session 

Lieut.-Governor  Gives  Assent  to  Bills 
In  Usual  Way 

WEDNESDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  March  21.— Coming 
in  with  the  noise  and  bustle  of  excite- 
ment and  expectation  some  weeks  ago, 
and  Second  Session  of  the  Sixth  Legis- 
lature very  quietly  joined  its  predecessors 
in  the  limbo  of  the  lost  today.  Precisely 
at  a  quarter  past  twelve  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  accompanied  by  a  solitary 
aide,  entered  the  chamber  dressed  in  the 
regal  finery  of  office. 

Seated  on  the  throne,  from  which  the 
Speaker  had  been  ousted,  the  representa- 
tive of  His  Majesty  gave  royal  assent 
to  a  pretentious  grist  from  the  legislative 
mill,  amounting  to  81  bills.  Speaker 
Johnston  also  informed  His  Honor  that 
the  Assembly  had  made  provision  for 
supply  to  the  many  services  of  His 
Majesty,  to  which  the  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor expressed  his  joy  by  doffing  for  a 
bare  instant  his  feathered  headpiece. 

His  Honor  then  gave  expression  in  the 
name  of  his  Majesty  to  heartfelt  thanks 


Under  the  terms  of  an  Act  to  Provide 
for  the  Supervision  of  Co-operative 
Marketing  Associations  and  Co-operative 
Societies,  passed  by  the  Legislature  at  the 
session  just  closed,  the  Government  is 
empowered  to  appoint  a  "Supervisor  of 
Co-operative  Activities,"  whose  duties 
will  be: 

(a)  To  examine  all  applications  for 
registration  made  under  the  Co-operative 
Societies  Act  and  the  Co-operative  Market- 
ing Associations  Act,  and  after  inquiry 
to  approve  or  refuse  to  approve  of  such 
applications. 

(b)  To  confer  with  and  advise  any 
person  interested  in  any  association  and 
the  directors  of  any  association  with  re- 
ference to  the  activities  of  any  associa- 
tion, "and  generally  to  provide  and  en- 
courage the  development  of  co-operaiive 
enterprise." 

(c)  Upon  requisition  in  writing  signed 
by  ten  members  of  an  association  or 
upon  the  order  of  the  Minister  charged 
with  the  administration  of  the  act,  to 
hold  an  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the 
association  and  report  to  the  Ministor. 

(d)  To  receive  and  consider  all  re- 
turns made  by  any  association  pursuant 
to  this  or  any  other  act,  and  to  complete 
therefrom  statistical  reports. 

(e)  To  prepare  and  deliver  to  the  Min- 
ister as  soon  as  possible  after  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year  a  report  covering: 

(I)  The  applications  for  registration 
and  the  action  taken  by  the  super- 
visor upon  such  applications  as  have 
been  made  to  him: 

(II.)  Enquiries  made  by  the  super- 
visor with  respect  to  any  association 
and  the  result  thereof. 


for  the  labors  of  the  session,  hoped  His 
Majesty's    advisors    would    spend  tb' 
public  monies  voted  not  only  wisely  >" 
well,    and   then,    with   paternal  fa 
dismissed  the  members  to  their  sev< 
homes  under  the  hope  of  the  bless 
of  Divine  Providence. 

DIGNITY  DEFIES 
EVEN  PRESS  GALLERY 

The   Premier  having  announcet 
prorogation,    the    Lieutenant-Gov..  r 
having  retired,  and  the  Speaker  ar-*  .c 
Sergeant-at-Arms    having  vaca' 
Chamber,  the  galleries  expected  .  '.( 
a  shout  of  joy  as  school  let  loose,  buo 
dignity  which  had   over-shadowed  1 
particular  session  all  the  way  throi 
remained  unbroken,  and  in  spite  of  a  ff 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  press  gall 
to   provoke   the   time-worn  custom 
showering  each  other  with  papers, 
members  sedately  packed  up  their  pap 
and  their  troubles  and  walked  demui 
from  the  Chamber. 

At  the  outset  of  the  morning,  six  I 
remained  on  the  order  paper. 
Premier's  statement  of  last  night  on 
railways  was  debated.     The  Workme 
Compensation  Act  was  recommitted 
division  to  make  an  amendment  to 
clauses  dealing  with  the  farming  indust 

[These  matters  are  dealt  with  in  sep 
ate  articles. — Editor.] 


(III.)  The  total  number  of  ass 
iations  operating  in  the  Pravince  and  1 
financial  standing  of  each  associati 

(IV.)  General  statistics  as  to  I 
activities  of  associations. 

May  Order  Inquiry 

If,  after  investigation  of  the  rep 
of  a  supervisor,  it  appears  to  the  Minis 
that  an  association  which  has  been 
vestigated  is  being  mismanaged  or  i 
being  conducted  in  accordance  with 
operative  principles,  he  may  in  his  c 
cretion  direct  the  supervisor  to  call 
general  meeting  of  all  the  members  of 
society  and  submit  his  report  to 
meeting  and  give  any  information  he  it 
have  with  reference  to  the  affairs  of 
association. 

The  Co-operative  Association  Act 
1922  is  amended  to  provide  that  any  I 
persons  may  form  a  society,  the  minimi 
under  the  act  having  formerly  been  twen 
It  is  also  provided  that  the  registrar  si 
not  receive  and  file  any  memorandum 
association  until  it  has  been  approved 
the  supervisor. 

The  Co-operative  Marketing  Assoc 
tions  Act  is  also  amended  to  prov 
that  the  approval  of  the  supervisor  mi 
be  given  before  any  co-operative  mark 
ing  association  can  be  registered. 

The  new  act  passed  committee  of  t 
whole  on  Marcn  16th,  and  was  giv 
third  reading  at  the  close  of  the  sessh 
George  Hoadley,  Minister  of  Agricultu 
was  in  charge  of  the  bill. 


As  we  grow  in  wisdom  we  pardon  mc 
freely. — Mme.  de  Stael. 


Encouragement  of  Co-operative 
Enterprise  Aim  of  New  Legislatio 

Important  Measure  Adopted  on  Initiative  of  U.F.A.  Government  at  Session 
Just  Closed— Supervisor  of  Co-operative  Activities  to  Be  Appointed 


